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S h o o t i n g  f r o m  t h e  h i p
►  B e w a r e  o f  b o m b s

W h y  d o e s  G l e n
By SHANE MILLS
Free Press staff writer

In an era when politicians are viewed with 
suspicion and labels are becoming less rele
vant, Glen Clark wants to try something novel 
-  he wants to be a populist.

“I’ve been compared to Ralph Klein, actu
ally, and 1 take that as a compliment, 1 really 
do” he says in a one-on-one interview. 
“Despite my strong disagreements with his 
policies, he’s connecting with the average 
voter in Alberta. H e’s not listening to bureau
crats, he’s not listening as m uch to interest 
groups but he’s listening to what people are 
saying and he’s trying to respond to that.

“And I’m trying to do the same thing. I’m 
trying to get out o f Victoria, I’m trying to stop 
listening to the interest groups, I ’m  trying to 
stop listening to the bureaucrats as much as I 
can... to get out and listen to the people who 
got me elected and respond to  it.

“ In that sense, w e’re both traditional pop
ulist politicians. And I think that’s the secret to 
success.”

And since taking over the reins o f pow er 
from M ike Harcourt, Premier Clark has been 
on something o f  a spending spree, throwing 
pre-election goodies around with glee. But the 
prem ier makes no apologies for his decisions. 
In fact, he says British Colum bians would be 
more upset by a quick election call than this 
hint o f what a Clark governm ent might be 
like.

“ If I called an election and went out and 
promised a tuition freeze and promised some 
money from Forest Renewal B.C., people 
would say ‘you’re the governm ent, why don’t 
you just do it.’

“So what I said was, I’m  going to actually 
show action on these areas and then I’m going 
to call an election, after I ’ve laid out w here 
w e’re going to go.”

The question people have, though, is w ho is 
Glen Clark? Is he the man who was labelled 
the most right-wing finance minister in the 
country during his time at the head o f B .C .’s 
finances or is he the man w ho loves the unions 
before all else? According to Premier Clark, 
he’s both o f those men.

“1 consider m yself a populist politician. I’m 
vety pragmatic about that. W hat I try to  do is 
listen to what working people are saying. I 
know it’s a very novel idea for politicians.

“So that means on some issues I might be 
considered more right wing, whether it’s law 
and order or crime and safety issues, but on 
other issues I might be considered more left 
wing, such as making sure w e’re investing in 
things like Forest Renewal.”

But just as the spectre o f big business 
haunts Liberal leader G ordon Cam pbell, Pre
m ier C lark’s ties to the unions (in particular the

Quesnel -  R C M P are w arning parents 
and children  to be on the ir guard  a fte r an 
egg-shaped explosive device w as found  on 
a local roadw ay on E aster Sunday.

C o n s tab le  A ndre M enoche says  the 
device w as found across from  the S ikh 
Tem ple.

“ A local resident found it on the street 
and took it apart, and d iscovered  it w as an 
explosive device,” explains the constable.

Q u ite  apart from  the p o ss ib ility  o f  
m aim ing -  o r even k illing -  an innocent 
bystander, C onstable M enoche notes the 
people w ho m anufactured the hom e-m ade 
bom b could have seriously in jured  them 
selves in the process.

^ V o l u n t e e r s  c h e a p e r

Kamloops -  F irefighting  could  soon be 
jo in in g  teaching and nursing as vocations 
w hich  are paid w ell for on-call w ork.

K am loops council w ants to  cut costs on 
its $10 m illion firefighting budget, despite 
a need for m ore firefighters to p rov ide  ade
quate protection.

“ R ather than adding  m ore fu ll-tim e fire 
fighters, we m ay look at the possib ility  o f  a 
w ell-trained  auxiliary available to  supp le
m ent the full-tim e force,” says M ayor C liff 
Branchflower.

To cut costs, council is looking at switch
ing its fire department to a three-man crew 
from the current four-man crew. The move 
would save taxpayers $600,000 a year.

►  M P  i n  c e n s u s  o r b i t

Terrace -  M ike Scott wants to  see several 
million Canadians identify them selves as 
Martians in next m onth’s census.

The Reform  M P fo r  Skeena says that 
would be one way for people to protest census 
questions aimed at identifying Canadians on 
the basis o f race -  and thereby disrupt plans 
for federal hiring quotas.

“It would send a signal to the federal gov
ernment that Canadians have had enough o f 
this garbage,” says Mr. Scott.

“It would thwart the objectives o f  the 
social engineers in Ottawa who feel they have 
to have the guiding hand in determ ining w ho 
gets hired for what job."

►  E v e n t  o n f b u t  n o t  r e a l l y

Houston -  Pleasant Valley Days w ill 
remain on the long weekend in May.

“There will be no changes, no nothing,” 
Diane Smith told the district council.

"However, there are no activities planned 
for the long w eekend this year."

And while there will be PV Days this year, 
Ms. Smith says people should be prepared to  
stick around next year w hen the rodeo may be 
back, along w ith new events.

C l a r k  w a n t  t o  b e  p r e m i e r  o f  B .  C .  ?

Clark: ‘So what I said was, I’m going to actually show action on these areas 
and then I’m going to call an election.’ tonva h a r tz / f r e e  press

Fair Wage Policy and the Health Accord) have 
worried many, who see him as a pawn.

“O n fair wages, it helped non-unions more 
than unions. And the Liberals opposed raising 
the minim um  wage, twice w e’ve raised it and 
they’ve opposed it both times,” says Premier 

•Clark.
“But I think it’s entirely appropriate for the 

governm ent to try and encourage apprentice
ships on public construction. I think it's im por
tant that we encourage that trades people get 
paid fairly. Government should be a model in 
that regard.

“I d o n ’t run aw ay from  this issue. I know  
that the L iberals and R eform ers w ill attack 
m e for it but I think the people o f  British 
C o lum bia w ant a leader w ho’s not going to 
pussyfoot around these issues. I support fair 
w age legislation, I supported  the H ealth 
A ccord, I support m aking sure that people 
w ho are w orking on public construction  are 
paid a decent w age and I support even m ore 
strongly  that there be a high level o f  appren
ticesh ip  in governm ent construction  p ro 
je c ts .”

Since he took over the leadership o f  the 
New Democrats, Premier Clark has brought 
the party up in the polls and has surpassed his 
two main com petitors in the eyes o f the public

as the man best able to lead the province.
But he’s not quite ready to start planning 

for the next five years o f  government. Premier 
Clark says, with a wide grin, that the election 
will be soon and British Colum bians can 
decide who will lead the province into the next 
century.

“AH you can do is try and be honest and lay 
it out for people... I think that people have to 
get a sense o f who I am  and what my priorities 
are and that they can see the differences 
between me and Mr. Campbell and Mr. Weis- 
gerber.”

And when it com es to differences, Premier 
C lark has never been, how shall we say, shy 
about expressing his thoughts. But he hopes 
that the election stays, for the most part, on the 
high ground.

“T here’s no question I’m going to  be out 
there campaigning hard. But what I’m really 
trying to  avoid, and some media com m enta
tors are suggesting is going to happen, is per
sonal attacks. I w on’t attack in those kind o f 
attacks.

“ I’ll be very aggressive on policy issues, 
Gordon Campbell wants to cut taxes to big 
business and I think that’s wrong and I’m 
going to be very aggressive on that... 1 think 
it’s going to be an interesting cam paign.”


