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T r e e p l a n t e r s  g e t t i n g  s h o w e r s  a g a i n
Unemployed treeplanters are showering 

again at the municipal campgrounds.
“ It felt good to  get c lean ,” says cam per 

Prince K orda w ho had his first show er in 
tw o w eeks after a Free Press story reported 
on how  show ers w ere turned  on only for

paying  custom ers.
There is no longer a conflict between pay

ing and non-paying customers over the show 
ers, says campground manager Tom Good- 
son, because only the unem ployed 
treeplanters remain at the camp.

Bad debt sparks debate 
over ‘user-pay’ system

B y  C H E R Y L  J A H N

Free Press s ta ff w riter

Can ‘bad d eb t’ at Prince 
G eorge R egional H ospital 
be taken care o f w ith a m od
ified ‘u ser-pay ’ system ?

One hospital board m em 
ber thinks maybe, but the hos- 
pitial’s executive director says 
no.

The hospital has taken on 
“bad debts” totalling 
$135,694 this year and board 
m em ber Greg Jadrzyk feels 
that can be changed with a 
few more “guarantees.”

B ad d eb t a rises  fo r a 
num ber o f  reasons. If, for 
exam ple, a patient requests 
a p riva te  room  at the hospi
tal and then stiffs on his bill 
w hen his visit is fin ished , it 
costs the hospital money. It 
eventually  w inds up under 
the “ bad deb t” colum n in 
the hosp ita l’s books at the 
end o f  the year.

I t ’s so m eth in g  Mr. 
Jadrzyk  feels could be con 
tro lled  a little better.

“ For those th ings that 
patients request that aren’t a 
medical necessity, are non- 
essential, they should have to

perhaps guarantee that pay
ment up front. If you want to 
rent a car, you have to show  a 
credit card, for instance.”

H e says a p rom ise to pay 
for the luxuries after the fact 
is not enough.

“ If  you d o n ’t get that 
guarantee, you run in to  the 
position  o f  having to  chase 
these people dow n for the 
m oney,” he reasons.

But, for hospital executive

P G R H  i n  

t h e  b l a c k
I t’s been a long tim e 

com ing, but, by the end of 
the 1995U996 fiscal year, 
P G R H ’s books will finally 
be in the black.

Anita Ho, the hospital’s 
assistant director o f  opera
tions, says the surplus has 
hit roughly $80,000.

She attributes the good 
new s to increased aw are
ness by staff as to  the strin
gent budget constraints and- 
keeping w aste to a m ini
mum.

“ It’s very good news for 
the hospital,” says board 
chairm an Lorraine Grant.

director Lucy Dobbin, “bad 
debt” will always be there.

“ In a $63 m illion budget, 
you tend to  have som e bad 
debt because th a t’s the kind 
o f  business we do. But, I do 
understand the b o ard ’s issue 
o f  try ing  to  get that figure 
dow n.”

F o r M rs. D o bb in , the 
idea too closely resem bles 
that o f  our southern  neigh
bours.

“To start dem and ing  a 
patien t produce a credit card 
o r cash before getting  w hat 
it is they requested sm acks 
too  m uch o f the A m erican 
system . And th a t’s not w hat 
w e ’re about.”

T here are not that m any 
item s in w hich the hospital 
has d iscretionary pow er to 
dem and paym ent up front, 
but all the sam e, she does 
concede there may be room  
for im provem ent.

F or Mr. Jadrzyk, th a t’s 
all he really looking for.

“ I ’d like to  see a break  
dow n o f  w here exactly  the 
$135,000 in bad debt w ent, 
and w hat the hosp ita l’s  po l
icy is in te rm s o f  d iscre
tionary pow ers.”
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