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M o t h e r  E a r t h  g o e s  b i g  t im e

Edwin:
‘As soon 
as we did 
the demo 
every­
thing 
changed.’

I t w as ju s t an average 
day in E d w in ’s life. 
He w as sitting  around 
c o n tem p la tin g  the 
next a lbum  fo r his 

band, I M other Earth, w hen 
suddenly  he w as struck  w ith 
a turn o f  events that m ade 
him  feel like a s ix-year-old 
m ight if  he w ere told he had 
been m ade m anager o f  the 
candy store. Even now, right 
through the te lephone, you 
can  hear the grin  on h is face.

It s tarted  w ith a phone 
ca ll from  A lex  L ife so n ’s 
(g u ita r  p layer fo r R ush) 
m anager. A lex w as m aking 
a  so lo  album  and  w ould  
E dw in like to s ing  on it?

“ I pulled the phone away 
and ju s t looked at it,” Edw in 
(n o  la st nam e su p p lied ) 
says. “ Phone A lex Lifeson! 
I w as shaking  so I d id  my 
deep breath ing  exerc ises to 
relax and build  up my confi­
dence. W hen w e did hook 
up it w as like w e ’d know n 
each  o ther for a long tim e. It 
w as to tally  unexpected  for 
me. I expected  som e bit o f a 
rock  star attitude, som e bit 
o f  a real control freak, but it 
w as not like that at all. He 
w as so  accom m odating  and 
relaxed .”

T he rock s tar attitude is 
w hat one m ight expect from  
E d w in  h im se lf. H e ’s the 
front m an fo r one o f  the 
m ost in te rn a tio n a lly  su c ­
cessfu l C anadian bands in 
the last four years, and one 
th a t’s got a lot o f  industry 
co nnec tion . T h e ir  firs t

album , produced by G uns ‘n 
R oses producer M ike C link, 
so ld  w ell o v er 100,000 
cop ies in the S tates, and 
stam ped them  firm ly on the 
tour circuit here in C anada. 
But Edw in d o esn ’t cop any 
status at all and h e ’s aston­
ishingly gregarious.

“ F or m e p ersonally  it 
(the ‘V ic to r’ p ro ject w ith  
Lifeson) w as a huge g row ­
ing  ex p e rien ce ,” he c o n ­
cedes. “ It w as a b ig  con fi­
dence builder for me. N ot 
cocky confidence, but sort 
o f  a qu ie t exube rance  - 
‘W ow! I ju s t did som ething  
w ith  A lex L ifeson !’”

I M other Earth w as s ta rt­
ing to  w ork  on their new  
a lbum  - the recen tly  
released ‘Scenery & F ish ’ - 
at the sam e tim e. Edw in had 
to  reign in his enthusiasm .

“ I d id n ’t w ant to com e 
into the band and go ‘A lex 
this, and A lex th a t.’ I d id n ’t 
w ant to do that. The band

d id n ’t need that sort o f  a tti­
tude from  m e, but I d on ’t 
th ink  I could  hide it at tim es, 
I w as so excited  inside .”

N ow  the b and  has the 
new  a lb u m  ou t and  in itia l 
s a le s  a re  v e ry  fa s t. 
'S c en ery  & F ish ' has ju s t  
been  re lea sed  in E u rope , 
and  a U .S . re lea se  is c o m ­
in g  soon . It w as  the S ta tes , 
in  fa c t, th a t s ig n e d  the  
b a n d  f ir s t ,  e v e n  th o u g h  
C an a d ian  c o m p an ie s  w ere  
g iv en  firs t d ib s . I M o ther 
E a rth  w as a liv e  ac t around  
T o ron to  fo r a  cou p le  o f  
y ea rs , and  it w a s n ’t w o rk ­
ing  fo r them . So they  m ade 
a d e m o , b o u g h t so m e 
s ta m p s , an d  th e  re s t is 
rece n t h isto ry .

“ A s soon as w e did the 
dem o every th ing  changed ,” 
says Edw in. “O ur m anage­
m ent sent it to  every C ana­
d ian  reco rd  com pany  but 
also  every  A m erican  record 
com pany . T he C anad ian

ones said ‘I d o n ’t get it .’T he 
A m ericans said ‘H oly (crap) 
w e have to see this band, 
you have to set up a sh o w !’ 
We had 13 record com pa­
nies interested in checking  
us out. Instead o f do ing  13 
different show s, w e invited 
all 13 to one big show  so 
they could look across the 
room  and  say  ‘O h no, 
th e y ’re in terested  to o .’ In 
retrospect it w as a nice po si­
tion to be in, but at the tim e 
it w as n e rv e-w rac k in g  - 
y o u ’re w hole career rid ing  
on one show !”

The next th ing  you know, 
the four o f  them  are in LA 
w orking on a m ajor release, 
E dw in  is tak ing  le ssons  
from  A xel R o se ’s voca l 
coach (in opera technique!), 
and the b and  w agon  is 
becom ing a w agon train . It 
w heels into the G enerator 
on Tuesday night (M ay 28) 
w ith  op en in g  gu ests  T he 
Killjoys.

Kids have 
healthy 
image of 
their city

F or the seco n d  yea r in  a 
row  e le m e n ta ry  s tu d en ts  
in P rin ce  G eo rge  have c re ­
a ted  th e ir  v e rs io n  o f  a PG 
city  m ap. “ K id sm ap ” is an 
in itia tiv e  th a t is tied  to the 
recen t H ea lth y  C o m m u n i­
tie s  w eek . G reg  H alse th , 
an a s s is tan t p ro fe sso r o f 
g e o g ra p h y  a t U N B C , 
o rg an ized  th is  p o s te r c h a l­
lenge.

“T h is  do es  tw o th in g s ,” 
says  M r. H alse th . “ It g ives  
k id s  a ch an ce  to  convey  
th e ir  im age  o f  a h ea lthy  
P rince  G eorge . T he  o the r 
im p o rtan t th in g  it d o es  is 
g e t c o lleg e  and  un ive rsity  
facu lty  in to  th e  sch o o ls  so 
the s tu d en ts  can  see  that 
w e ’re n o t s trange .

“ B esides, i t ’s a heck  o f  
a lo t o f  fun  to  m eet the 
k id s  and  see w h a t they  
com e up  w ith .”

H a ls e th , an d  o th e r  
g e o g ra p h y  fa c u lty  from  
th e  tw o  p o s t-s e c o n d a ry  
fac ili tie s  in the city , w en t 
in to  six  sch o o ls  to  ta lk  to  
ab o u t 25 0  k ids abo u t the 
p o s te r  c h a lle n g e . T h e ir  
m iss io n  w as to  ta lk  to  the 
s tu d e n ts  a b o u t m ap s in 
g en e ra l, h ea lth y  c o m m u ­
n itie s  in  g en e ra l, and  then 
fo c u s  th e m  o n  P rin c e  
G eo rg e  in  particu la r. T he 
k ids th e n  le t th e ir  p enc il 
c ray o n s  do  the ta lk ing .
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Prince George services the lar­
gest rural trading area  in all
ot B.C.
Every week thousands of your 
potential customers that live in 
Prince George's rural trading 
area, sit down and plan what 
they are going to b uy  and 
where they will make their 
purchases.
How do you reach  these 
potential customers before 
they start to shop?
Advertise In  one or more 
Cariboo Com m unity N ew s­
papers.

✓  LAKES DISTRICT NEWS
Burns Lake, Topley, 
Southbank, Francois Lake, 
Taksie Lake

/HOUSTON TODAY
Houston, Granisle.Topley

/  SMITHERS INTERIOR 
NEWS
Smithers, Telkwa,
Kitwanga, Hazelton(s), 
Topley

✓  TERRACE STANDARD
Terrace, Thornhill

✓  SKEENA MARKETPLACE
Terrace, Kitimat, Thornhill, 
Cedarvale, The 
Hazelton(s). Dease Lk, 
Kemano, Stewart,
Meziadin Jet.

✓  100 MILE FREE 
PRESS
100 Mile, Clinton, 108 Mile, 
103 Mile, Lone Butte, 
Bridge Lake. Lac La 
Hache, 70 Mile House, 
Green Lake

✓ williams lake
TRIBUNE
Williams Lake. Horsefly, 
Likely. McLeese Lake. 
Alexis Creek, Anahim Lake. 
Bella Coola.
Lac La Hache

✓  WILLIAMS LAKE 
WEEKENDER
Williams Lake. Horsefly, 
Likely, McLeese Lake, 
Alexis Creek, Anahim Lake, 
Bella Coola. Lac La Hache

✓  QUESNEL CARIBOO 
OBSERVER
Quesnel, Hixon, Nazko, 
Wells, Barkerville, 
Alexandria, Marguirite

✓  QUESNEL CITY-WIDE
Quesnel, Hixon, Nazko, 
Wells. Barkerville, 
Alexandra, Marguirite

✓  OMINECA EXPRESS 
BU0LE
Vanderhoof, Fort Fraser, 
Fraser Lake

✓  CALEDONIA COURIER
Fort St. James

✓ the times
Mackenzie, McLeod Lake. 
Powder King

✓ valley sentinel
Valemount, McBride, TAte 
Jaune, Dunster. Blue River, 
Mount Robson, Crescent 
Spur a  Dome Creek______

W m ia  Buy u "D u c k ?
7th A n nu a l G reat N orthern

DUCK RACE
C A N A D A  D A Y  

J u l y  1 , 1 9 9 6  

2  p . m .

T  F o r t  G e o r g e  P a r k

WIN ONE OF FIVE FABULO US PR IZ ES
1st Prize: $3,000 Cash
2nd Prize: Weekend Getaway to Vancouver - Courtesy o l Central Mountain

A ir and The Coast Plaza at Stanley Park 
3rd Prize: 1/2 Hour Helicopter Tour - Courtesy of Northern Mountain

Helicopters Inc.
4th Prize: Alarm Package - Courtesy of Alarm Force
5th Prize: Table Top “Big Boy" Propane Barbecue - Courtesy o f BC Gas

CORPORATE FLOCK O W N ERS
• The Prince George Citizen
• Prince George This Week
• Dr Franklin D. Lo/Dr. Robert W Elliot
• United Native Nations
• Deborah Batten
• All Hit Country 620 C X I
• The Royal Bank
• Peat Marwick Thome
• B.C. Rail
• 550 CKPG

Pick up your ducks today at:
• Mr G  (All locations)
• All Hit Country C JC I/C IR X  

The Max FM94
• 550 C K P G  Kickin Country

All Proceeds to Prince George 
CHILD DEVELOPMENT CENTRE

_  1687 Strathcona,
Prince George 

/I Show you care:
U  563-7168 Help a Child

• Kickin Country CKKN
• Arby's Restaurant
• Barton Insurance
• Centunon Fitness
• The Max FM94
• Good Morning Prince George
• The Prince George Free Press
• FMC of Canada Ltd.
• Pnnce George Motors
• Reimer Crane Rentals

Call the CDC for Your 
• Family Flocks •

• 34 Ducks for $100.00 • 
CORPORATE FLO C K ??? 

Be a Corporate Flock 
Owner...$250 will buy 

you 85 chances to win. 
Businesses wishing to 

purchase a flock, please 
call Kim 563-7168

B u yin g  a N e w  Home? 
Lo o k  fo r

NEW  HOME

C a l l  t o d a y  f o r  y o u r  p e r s o n a l  

c o p y  o f  t h e  1 9 9 6  P . G . H e B . A  

m e m b e r  d i r e c t o r y

563-3306

To advertise in one or 
more of the above 

Cariboo newspapers, 
call

Te rry  H a m ilto n
in Prince George at

564-0005
Cariboo Press Newspapers


