
Free Press staff writer
This past week was a 

weird one for Chad Penner.
First, the 17-year-old local 

football standout found out he 
was chosen to play for Team 
BC this summer during a 
series of games in Alberta, 
then he found out there would 
be no Team BC.

Only 25 of the 35 players 
selected for the team commit­
ted themselves to go on the 
two-week tour and organizers 
decided it wasn’t worth the 
effort if they couldn’t take a 
full-squad.

“I’m really disappointed,” 
says Penner, a six-one, 275 
pound offensive and defen­
sive lineman for the Prince 
George Midget Raiders. “Liv­
ing up here you don’t get that 
many opportunities to be seen 
and get noticed and I’m not 
eligible for the team next 
year.”

Penner, who looks and acts 
more like a gentle giant than a 
hard-hitting lineman, earned a 
spot on Team BC at the week- 
long Senior Bowl in Vancou­
ver during Spring Break. 
Locals Rob Murphy and 
Mark McLeod also went, but 
they weren’t selected to the 
team.

Penner lives in Willow 
River, a tiny community 
about 30 minutes northeast of 
Prince George and says he is 
on the smallish side compared 
to other linemen, but he 
makes up for his lack of size 
with quickness.

“I’m one of the smallest 
linemen we have,” says the 
defensive tackle and offensive 
guard. “The average for 
offensive line is six foot four 
and about 300 pounds. I’m a 
good lineman because of my 
size, I’m still pretty big, and 
because for my size I’m really 
quick. I’m deceptively 
quick.”

But he still has some work 
to do if he hopes to move on

Chad Penner, with dog Nipper, was excited to make the Team BC football squad 
but was bitterly disappointed when the team was dissolved. John moHock/fim press
to the next level, either univer­
sity football or the B.C. Junior 
Football League.

He tried out for the Okana­
gan Sun of the BCJFL at the 
beginning of June, but hurt his 
back and couldn’t attend all of 
the practices.

“I still have to work on my 
foot-speed and I have to hit 
the gym,” says the recent 
graduate of Prince George 
Secondary.

While Penner plays iron- 
man football, meaning he is 
on the field for both defensive 
and offensive plays, his 
favourite position is on 
defence.

“I like pass rushing, I like 
any rushing,” he says with a 
smile. “I’m good at bull rush­
ing, I like to go straight 
through. I’m too short to put 
the moves on anybody so I

just bull rush through guys.”
Like most football players, 

he loves to hit. He started 
playing football eight years 
ago and looks forward to 
every season like it will be his 
last.

“I love football,” he says. 
“The best thing is when you 
go to hit a guy. It’s just an 
awesome feeling. Hitting is 
my favourite part of the game. 
As far as I’m concerned, it’s 
the only part of the game.”

As a lineman, Penner gets 
to do a lot of hitting but he 
doesn’t get a lot of respect.

Linemen are the infantry sol­
diers of a football team, they 
do the lions share of the work, 
but they don’t get much 
recognition.

“Linemen don’t get 
noticed and 1 think it’s kind 
of bull,” says Penner. “I 
think we’ve got the most 
important position on the 
field. Without us, there 
would be no 80 yard runs 
down the field. When a run­
ning back makes a good run, 
people forget that it was us 
who opened up the hole for 
him to run through.”

O R G A N I C  G A R D E N I N G  

W O R K S H O P S
Learn how to garden without the use of 

chemical fertilizers or pesticides at 
R EA PS Compost Demonstration Garden 

1950 Gorse Street on

JULY 3 and 6
from 2 :30  - 3 :30  p.m.

The cost is $2.00.
FO R  FU R T H E R  IN F O R M A T IO N  

PL E A S E  C A L L  561-7327.

© R .E .A .P .S .
CO M PO ST DEM O N ST R A TIO N  GARDEN

1950 Gorse Street • 561-7327
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Coffee and Fellowship-10:00am  

W orship-11:00am  

Open Air Meeting-4:00pm 
(Ft George Park)

Praise and Thanksgiving Meeting-7:00pm
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G ridiron glory put on hold
By CHRIS SIMNETT

P rin c e  G e o rg e

M inor Football 
Association

REGISTRATION 
Friday, July 5 9:30 to 9 pm
Saturday, July 6 9:30 to 6 pm

PINE CENTRE MALL

FIRST ANNUAL HEADS UP 
FULL CONTACT SKILLS CAMP 

TWO DAYS JULY 13 & 14
$25.00 Entry Fee 

for first time skills camp participants 
PGSS Field • Lunch Provided

For Further Information Phone Richard

564-5525
A ll foo tb a ll g e a r  is p ro v id ed  e x c e p t foo tball c lea ts  

(in c lu d e s  h e lm e t, sh o u ld e r p ad s , p an ts , k n e e  p ad s , thigh  

p a d s , b e lt, h ip p ad s , a n d  m o u th p iece . All g e a r  m e e ts  

high s a fe ty  s tan d ard ).
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