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S T R E E T W I S D O M

What do you think should be done to help clean up the Fraser 
River?

Par Helmer
“I ’m from Sweden 
myself and what 
w e’ve done is to 
send out volun­
teers. I don’t know 
who would orga­
nize such a pro­
gram, though.”

Bobbie Gosh
“I ’ll be radical. 
Close down Van­
couver. Most of 
the problems are at 
that end and not 
up here. We 
should slow devel­
opment down 
there.”

Jeremy Cundy
“I went down 
there once and 
found syringes and 
stuff. W e’ve got 
people in jail, 
maybe we should 
try and get them to 
do something.”

▼ Fertility

J u s t  b e cau se  te c h n o lo g y  e x is ts , 
d o e sn ’t  m e a n  w e  h a v e  to  u se  i t

Editor:
I felt I m ust reply to  the rather 

incoherent argum ents put forw ard 
by C eleste G lassel concern ing  Bill 
C -47  - the H um an R eproductive 
and G enetic Technologies Act.

T h is  b ill w ou ld  fo rb id  sex- 
se lec tion  abortions, the sale  of 
o vum , sperm  and em bryos, com ­
m erc ia l su rro g a te  m o th erh o o d , 
and research  on em bryos over 14 
days past conception . It also  bans 
g ene tic  tinkering  that cou ld  be 
passed  on to  a  person ’s descen ­
dan ts, deve lopm ent o f babies ou t­
s ide  o f the w om b, hum an c loning , 
fo rm a tio n  o f  an im al-h u m an  
hybrids, o r the retrieval o f  eggs 
from  fetuses o r cadavers.

W hat the act does no t do is 
decide w ho shou ld  or shou ld  not 
have children. G overnm ent is not 
G od A lm ighty  - m uch as they like 
to  assum e that role in o ther areas.

I suspect from  the unhappy 
tone o f her le tter that M s. G lassel 
is one o f  the unfortunate w om en 
w ho  for one reason  or ano ther is 
unable to  conceive or bear a child  
w ithou t the use o f  ex traord inary

m eans. I f  true, she has my pro ­
found sym pathy. H ow ever, ch il­
dren are not an inherent right we 
are en titled  to. N or are children 
com m odities to be bought or sold 
in the m arket place.

C ontrary  to her assertions, a 
la rge n um ber o f  peo p le  are 
responsib le for their ow n in fertil­
ity. M uch infertility  is caused  by 
sexually  transm itted  d isease - the 
result o f  a p rom iscuous lifestyle. 
A  significant am ount o f  infertility  
can also be attributed  to  dam age 
caused  by abortion. T he tribu la­
tion o f  the sex drive to  som ething  
to  be satisfied  as easily  as w e sa t­
isfy ou r hunger has led to  ep i­
dem ic num bers o f  people being  
unable to  have children . U nfortu-

However, children are not 
an inherent right we are 
entitled to. Nor are chil­
dren commodities to be 

bought or sold in the 
marketplace.

nately, som e couples w ill do any­
thing - inc luding  the use o f  uneth­
ical m eans, to  have a child . T he 
fact that they can  afford to pay for 
such m eans poin ts  to the need for 
legislation p rohib iting  these p rac­
tices.

T h e  b ill h as  so m e g la r in g  
in c o n sis ten c ie s . It c la im s  to  p ro ­
te c t the d ig n ity  o f  h um an  life 
b u t s till a llo w s  abo rtio n  at any 
stage  o f  p reg n an cy  fo r rea so n s  
o f  co n v en ien ce . T h is  is s c h iz o ­
p h ren ic  to  say  the leas t. W hy  are 
1 5 -day -o ld  em b ry o s  sac red  and 
to  be p ro te c ted  from  e x p e rim e n ­
ta tio n , b u t 1 3 -day -o ld  em b ry o s  
are no t?  W hy a re  the re  no  lim its  
o n  th e  n u m b e r  o f  c h i ld re n  
fa th ered  by d o n o r sp e rm ?  T h ese  
is s u e s  a re  n o t a d e q u a te ly  
ad d ressed  to  m y m ind.

T here are m any things techno l­
ogy is m aking  possib le for us to 
do. H ow ever, the ability  to  do 
them  does not m ean they should 
be done, despite the strength  o f  
our desires.

Sincerely,
C. Grenon

B ib l e  n o t  t h e  la w  
f o r  a l l  C a n a d ia n s

Editor:
W h ile  I am  so m ew h a t in  the d a rk  reg a rd in g  the tw o -tie r  k ille r  

c la s s if ic a tio n  th a t is th e  su b jec t o f  the le tte r  I am  re sp o n d in g  to , I 
am  m o v e d  to  c o m m en t on  the b ib lica l in te rp o la tio n  su g g es ted  by 
your reader.

W hen  la st I ch e c k e d , C an a d a  w as a secu la r socie ty , m e an in g  tha t 
th e re  is su p p o se d  to  be  a se p a ra tio n  o f  ch u rch  and s ta te . W h ile  1 
rea lize  th a t th is  co u n try  w as fo u n d e d  on  a co lo n ia l p rac tice  e ffec ted  
and  le g itim iz ed  by  w h a t can  be  c a lled  a co rp o ra te  C h ris tian ity  ben t 
on  s ee in g  the w o rld  ack n o w led g e  its  ow n su p p o se d  su p e rio rity , I 
w ou ld  lik e  to  th in k  th a t in th is  day  and  age o f  “m u ltic u ltu ra lism ” w e 
a re free  o f  the c o n s tra in ts  o f  th o se  w ho  w ish  to  p ro se ly tize  and 
fo rce  one  re lig io u s  v ie w  in to  the p u b lic  sphere .

J .C . B eitz  is free  to  have h is  o r her ow n re lig io u s  v iew s , b u t to  
su g g es t th a t the Ju d e o -C h ris tia n  go d  is  the f irs t and  fina l a rb ite r  fo r 
C a n a d a ’s c rim in a l ju s tic e  sy stem  is bo th  ig n o ra n t and  d is re sp ec tfu l. 
T he  B ib le  is  ju s t a b o o k  th a t som e peop le  h ap p en  to  b e liev e  is true  
-  no t a ll. I w ou ld  su g g e s t to  J .C . B eitz  tha t it is tim e fo r a ll C h ris ­
tian s  to  rea lize  th a t they  do  no t have  a fu n c tio n a l m onopo ly  on  w hat 
is  ju s t  an d  true .

Sincerely,
Robert Luke

‘ C le a n ’ M D F  p la n t  
w o u ld  h a v e  s u p p o r t

Editor:
(The o rig ina l o f  this letter was sent to then-environment m inister 

Moe Sihota)
M y co n ten tio n  th a t the E n v iro n m en ta l A ssessm en t A c t d o es  not 

m ake  p u b lic  p a r t ic ip a tio n  m a n d a to ry  still s tan d s . A  p ro je c t c o m m it­
tee w h ich  h o ld s  m e e tin g s  aw ay  from  the ey e s  and  ea rs  o f  the p u b ­
lic  is  no t the  sam e th in g  as p u b lic  p a rtic ip a tio n . R ev iew in g  and  
co m m e n tin g  is n o t the sam e th in g  as p a r tic ip a tin g  and  co n trib u tin g . 
T h e  re su lt o f  th is  in ad eq u a te  p ro cess  is w h a t you see h ap p e n in g  
n ow  w ith  reg a rd  to  the H u ck le b e rry  m ine.

It has com e to  o u r  a tten tio n  from  peop le  invo lved  in th e  M D F  
p la n t issue  in P rin ce  G eo rge  th a t the  E n v iro n m en ta l A ssessm en t A ct 
is  ab o u t to  be  “ s tre a m lin e d .” T h is  is to ta lly  u n ac cep ta b le , as I ’m 
su re  yo u  can  im ag in e . C o rp o ra te  p ressu re  is no do u b t u rg in g  you  to  
tre a t us as “T h ird  W orld” c o u n tr ie s  are cu rren tly  b e in g  tre a ted . A s 
i f  w e d o n ’t k n o w  w hat is  g o o d  fo r us o r w h a t w ill p ro v e  e m p lo y ­
m en t to  ou r y o u n g  p eo p le .

T h e se  sam e p la n ts  have been  sh u t dow n in  C a lifo rn ia  and  o th e r 
s ta te s  b ec au se  th e  te ch n o lo g y  w as  av a ilab le  fo r a “c lean  p la n t” bu t 
th e  c o m p an ie s  re fu se d  to  use  it. N ow  they  a re  p ro w lin g  th e  w o rld  
lo o k in g  fo r p la c e s  th a t a re  b ac k w ard  en o u g h  to  accep t m ore  p o llu ­
tio n . I su g g es t to  you  th a t th is  is  no t such  a p lace .

P rin ce  G eo rg e  has p u t up  w ith  enough  d eg rad a tio n  o f  i t ’s e n v i­
ro n m e n t by  p eo p le  w ho  th in k  th a t th e ir b an k  acco u n ts  a re  m ore 
im p o rtan t than  o u r hea lth . In s is t on a “c lean  p la n t” and  w e w ill be 
h appy  to  su p p o rt a M D F  p lan t.

Sincerely,
Carolyn Linden
Nechako Environmental Coalition

Write On!
The Free P ress w elcom es letters to the editor but w e reserve the right to 

edit for brevity, clarity, legality and good taste. Letters should be 250 
w ords, preferably typewritten, and must include the name, address and 
phone num ber o f  the letter (for verification purposes only).

L e tte rs  can  b e  sen t by  m a il, fax  (5 6 2 -0 0 2 5 ) o r  e-m ail 
( le tte rs@ pgfreepress.com )

Eric Robichaud
“There is probably 
something that can 
be done, some 
campaign thing, 
some voluntary 
thing. Have every­
one gather for a 
weekend and help 
clean up.”
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