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Steam er’s best short of Thunder

S t e a m e r s  g o a l i e  T o n y  B r i z a n  a n d  d e f e n c e m a n  J a s o n  W o l l t s k l  a r e  b e a t e n  b y  F i r s t  

L i t r e ’s  T r o y  J o h n s o n  ( # 4 4 )  a n d  S e a n  S w i f t .  John m cken z ie /free  press

S te a m e rs  P ub  
p la y e d  w ith  
th e ir h ea rts , but 
th e y  le f t th e ir  
b o d ie s  in  the 

pen a lty  box.
Penalties were the dow n­

fall for the plucky Steamers 
team w ho pushed the First 
Litre Pub Thunder to four 
gam es and as much as they 
could handle physically in the 
sem i-finals o f  the Prince 
George Lacrosse Association.

Players like captain Blake 
M cIntosh, Jason W oltski, 
David Keough, Kevin Allen, 
Scott Scholtens and John 
Janella ran to the point of 
exhaustion and beyond as 
Steamers put all their gunners 
on the floor for virtually the 
entire series.

“We pushed hard, w e 
p layed  very hard ,” says 
Steamers coach/manager Neil 
M cIntosh. “It’s too bad we 
couldn’t have put our less 
experienced guys out there 
more often.”

McIntosh says the series 
w as fun and he’s not overly 
disappointed to lose.

“We had a fun series,” he 
says. “It w as a good series to 
play in. If you play well like 
w e did then it’s not that tough 
to lose.”

W hile Steamers left every­
thing on the floor in game 
four, First Litre closed out the 
series w ith a gritty perfor­

m ance o f  their own, They 
broke open a 7-7 tie at the start 
o f  the third period to win 14- 
10. The Thunder set up the

clincher by dodging a bullet 
on Sunday night when Jerom e 
Lamarre scored two minutes 
into overtim e to give the

favourites a 10-9 win and a 
two gam es to  one lead in the 
best o f five series.

It was m uch o f the same on 
M onday night as the Kin cen­
tre w as rocking with vocal 
supporters on both sides and 
thunderous h itting on the 
floor.

The tw o  team s traded 
goals for the first 40 minutes 
before Litre broke it open with 
som e gutsy go-to-the-goal 
play by snipers Sean Swift 
and A ndre Baldo. Swift ended 
the gam e with five goals and 
four assists while Baldo had 
four goals and four assists.

Troy Johnson had a hat- 
trick  for F irst Litre w hile 
Lamarre chipped in a pair.

M cIntosh had three goals 
and five assists to lead S team ­
ers while Janella had three 
goals, K eough had tw o and 
Scholtens, Brad Bredo and 
M ark Gabriel had one each.

“It w as a good series, I

alw ays said w e have the 
toughest gam es against 
them,” says First Litre captain 
Shawn Ingham. “T hey’re the 
biggest team in the league 
besides us.”

Ingham  says his team  
never took the 5-10 Steamers 
team lightly, even though the 
Thunder were a perfect 5-0 
against them in the regular 
season.

Penalties were the differ­
ence.

“We have to cut dow n on 
our penalties to win series’ 
like this,” says M cIntosh.

Ingham knew his team had 
to cut dow n on the trips to the 
sin-bin if they hoped to stave 
off the upset.

“The gam e plan w as don ’t 
talk to the refs and take our 
frustration out on their players 
and hope they retaliate,” says 
Ingham. “That’s what they did 
and they took dum b penalties. 
We stayed discip lined  and 
stayed out o f the box and we 
w on.”

First Litre now  move on to 
play the Cap-Abilities Old- 
stylers, w ho have been wait­
ing in the wings for almost 
two weeks.

G am e one o f the best-of- 
seven final, a re-match o f last 
year’s thriller, goes on Sunday 
a 8 p.m. at Kin One.

B e a v e r Lu m b er w arm  up fo r n atio n a ls
The Beaver Lum ber m en’s slo-pitch team placed fourth out 

o f  16 at a provincial Coors qualifying tournament in Burnaby.
The Prince George team sandwiched their four wins at the 

event between a pair of losses. They were eliminated from con­
tention w ith a 3-2 loss to a team  from Abbotsford.

The result qualifies Beaver Lum ber for the Coors provin­

cials, September 14-15 in Kamloops as the top five teams 
advanced.

The Burnaby tournament w as a w arm -up event for Beaver 
Lumber, w ho w ill go to the Softball Canada National Rec 
M en’s Slo-Pitch Cham pionships A ugust 9-11 in G uelph, 
Ontario.
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FR EE  PR ESS  Advertising Consultant, 
Jason Dauvin presents a plaque to Mark 
Edgson of Clearview Glass (56-GLASS) 
on their Grand Opening.

Plaque courtesy of: 
Van Horlicks Trophy & Gift House 
1562 8th Avenue
562-2053 Vy f. t fVai) Vlorlick ̂
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