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"The theory of a free p re s s  is  that the truth will emerge from free reporting and free discussion." W a i t e r  L ip p m a n

Canadians 
need to share 

in the pain
W hen  John  B a ckhouse  v isited  V icto ria  last 

w eek , no one w as h id ing  the tru th  from  
the o u tg o in g  m ayor: tim es are changing . 
S om e m ight argue the m ayor is re tirin g  
at an op p o rtu n e  tim e, righ t before the 

prov incial g o v ern m en t is set to  “ share the p a in ” o f  d im in 
ishing reso u rces . A nd , to  be honest, i t ’s p ro b ab ly  not a  great 
tim e to  be en te rin g  in to  m un ic ipal politics. But 24 p eop le  
are con fid en t they  can m anage the tran sitio n  that P rince 
G eorge faces.

T hey  w ill need som e p o litica l luck, fiscal to ughness and 
all the help  they  can  get. A nd th a t’s w here w e com e in.

I t’s not enou g h  fo r C an ad ian s to  m oan and  groan abou t 
the tax b u rden  that w eighs so heav ily  on o u r shou ld e rs , not 
w hen w e all stand  and  up say ‘cu t, but ju s t riot h e re .’ 

F ederal F inance  M in is te r Paul M artin  has sta rted  the 
trend o f  hack ing  aw ay  at the deb t and  a llo w in g  som eone 
else  to  d o  the d irty  w ork . He cu ts tran sfe r p aym en ts and  the 
prov incial g o v ern m en ts  ac ro ss the coun try  have to deal w ith 
it. He looks good ; they  clo se  hosp itals .

B ut now  the p rov in ces, and  B .C . is no  ex cep tio n , are 
m aking  sure the m unicipal go v ern m en ts  take  som e o f  the 
heat. T he p rov ince  c a n ’t c lo se  hosp itals o r schoo ls; so  they  
cu t the m oney that goes to the c ities  and tow ns in the form  
o f  uncond itional g ran ts. P rem ie r C lark  p lans that attack , 
though no one know s for sure how  m uch  the g ran ts w ill be 
sliced  (guesses range from  50 to  25 p e r  cen t, w hich  m eans 
P rince G eo rg e  w ould  face a loss o f  $1 .5  m illio n  to 
$750 ,000).

C ity  co u n c ils , though , have no o th er level o f  g o vernm en t 
to dum p on. T hey  have to take the hit and  e ith er cut se rv ices 
o r raises taxes. O r m aybe both .

W hen the d ec is io n s are m ade, we have to  be p repared  to  
bite the bullet and  accep t the loss o f  se rv ices. A fter a ll, the 
feds and p rov inces are ju s t do ing  w hat w e asked. R igh t?
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Chamber concerns legit
W ayne Ward is not prone to flights 

of oratorical fancy and isn’t one 
for needless, partisan shots. 
Rather, the president o f the 
Cham ber o f C om m erce has 

shown him self a dedicated booster o f Prince 
George -  not just economically, but also socially 
(remember the campaign for Baby Diego). So, 
when he comments on the actions of the provincial 
government, questioning 
the entire accountability 
process, it only makes 
sense to listen. And Mr.
Ward, who skirts around 
taking direct shots at 
Prem ier Glen Clark, 
wonders why no one has 
to take responsibility for 
their actions.

"Our biggcsi concern, more 
than anything else, is there is no 
accountability and integrity in the 
system,” he says.

The actions ol the Clark gov
ernment, in terms of the sudden 
budget deficit and the taking of 
Forest Renewal B.C. Funds, sets a

RUMOUR MILLS

Shane Mills
new precedent and Mr. Ward wor
ries the line has been extended as 
to what politicians can do without 
penalty.

But his biggest beef is the way

the provincial government has 
gone in and taken the cash out of 
Forest Renewal B.C.’s bank 
account.

“What really bother us is that 
we were promised that it wouldn’t 
be touched... and now it looks like 
it (milking the cash cow) will be a 
continual thing," says Mr. Ward.

At one level, Mr. Ward has 
sympathy for the provincial gov
ernment and some of the tough 
choices it faces. In fact, he 
believes the restructuring of gov
ernment the premier is talking 
about is needed.

The problem, though, is one of 
credibility. Mr. Clark has recog
nized that people don’t have the 
same faith in him or his govern
ment and is working on gelling it 
back.

His televised speech didn't 
work and lofty promises won't 
either.

For the premier to regain the 
trust of the public, he w ill have to 
deliver - all of his promises.

But complaining about unfair 
media coverage or partisan attacks 
from business groups won't help. 
Especially if the person doing the 
questioning, like Wayne Ward, has 
more credibility.


