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I plan to keep asking
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paign. I hope you do so as
well

Sincerely,

Tom Steadman

Candidate for Mayor

Romance novels
are pornography

Editor:

The Catholic Women's League’s recent “white ribbon” cam-
paign against pornography is a sad example of the hypocritical
attitudes distorting public discussion of this issue.

The campaign focuses only on men’s pornography and
blithely ignores the fact that women’s pornography, hidden
under the name of romance novels, is often as lurid as anything
drooled over by men. While some romance novels are virginal
and innocent, many are heavily laced with sex, especially of the
kind that supposedly only depraved males dream of: glamor-
ized and romanticized abduction, rape, domination, bondage,
adultery,
paintings of men and women in a variety of poses help those

sexual slavery, the list goes on. The explicit cover
readers whose imaginations need a little extra boost. For
women with more sophisticated tastes, there are, of course, the
ladies erotica books featured by various book clubs. It would be
interesting to know how many women taking part in the Take
Back the Night march read those romances in which the kind of
sex acts they are protesting play such a deliciously prominent
role

Romance novels are a billion dollar a year industry in North
America; half of all paperbacks sold are romances so there can
be no doubt that large numbers of women are addicted to their
own, feminine form pornography. The fact that men prefer pic-
tures to words is simply a matter of neurobiology: males are
generally more sensitive to visual stimuli than to words. To con-
demn one form of such material as pornographic and accept
another form as literature or erotica is sheer hypocrisy; in effect,
it 1s condemning males for a natural and unchangeable fact of
their neurobiology, which is no different than condemning oth-
ers for the natural and unchangeable color of their skin

If women can have their form of pornography openly dis-
played everywhere, why can’t men enjoy the same right?
What's good for the goose is good for the gander.

Ian Kiuge

FOOD & DRUG

Satsuma Seedless Oranges
* Product of U.S.A.
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AT SAFEWAY EACH WITH THIS COUPON AT SAFEWAY EACH WITH THIS COUPON
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DOUBLE TRAVEL MILES
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This week shop ot participating Safeway Stores and for
every AIR MILES " Travel Miles you earn, we'll double it.
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{ SAFEWAY SUPER CcOUFPON
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