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1 Featuring
 ̂ B.C. Hydro’s home ideas with i 

Shell Busey plus other daily 
demonstrations by Dewalt Power 

Tools, Synko Drywall, General 
r Paint, and Art Knapps. ^

chea P r i n c e  G e o r g e

Home B uilders
A S S O C I A T I O N

April 25, 26 and 27th

t  P l u g g e d  I n !
This year; m ake a w eeken d  ou t o f  it! Take in the entire 
three days of Home Show ’97 and discover all the fascinating 
home ideas you could ever hope to find in one exciting show!

*  H u n d r e d s  o f  i n t e r e s t i n g  e x h i b i t s  i n s i d e  

a n d  o u t s i d e  K i n  C e n t r e s  I ,  I I  &  I I I .

*  F o o d  C o u r t  *  D o o r  P r i z e

—   * n u b  H o u * e C o u r f .y  Of B « « v .r  Lum ber

— -  2 0 th A n n u a l
S A F E W A Y
A d v a n c e  T i c k e t s

Food & Drug

3  D a y  P a s s  $ 8 . 0 0  ( S a v e  $ 2 . 0 0 )  

1  D a y  P a s s  $ 4 . 0 0  ( S a v e  $ 1 . 0 0 )

(Available at Safeway until April 24th, 1997 Only.)

c L a u i  J i m
H o m e  S h o w  3 7

April 25th • 26th • 27th
K I N S  I ,  I I  &  I I I  ( P G  E x h i b i t i o n  G r o u n d s )

F riday  4-10pm, Saturday 10am - 10pm, Sunday 10am - 5pm

G ie n o w  h e lp s  m a k e  v ie w  sh a rp er  th a n  g la ss

Gienow Building Products celebrates its 50th Anniversary with a renewed com­
mitment to making the view a little bit clearer. Photo Contributed

By MIA GROLEAU

For The Free Press
People have been see in g  right though  

G ien ow  for 50  years now.
A ctually  it ’s just that fact that’s lead to 

the com p an y’s success.
G ienow  B u ild ing  Products Ltd. is c e l­

ebrating its 50th year in the w indow  and 
door business.

A lthough products offered by the co m ­
pany aren’t new  to Prince G eorge, the 
nam e is gain in g  recognition.

“Take a drive through any new  area 
around Prince G eorge and y o u ’ll see m ost 
o f  the new  h om es are bannered w ith  
G ien ow  w in d o w s,” says Gordon Mah, 
branch sa les adm inistrator for G ienow  in 
Prince G eorge.

U ntil tw o years ago, G ien o w ’s prod­
ucts w ere available through the w indow  
d iv ision  o f  C anadian W oodworks, in their 
store at Q uinn St. and 15th Ave.

W hen Canadian W oodworks decided  
to shut d ow n  its w in d o w  d iv is io n ,  
G ienow , the com p an y’s supplier, stepped  
in and took over the business.

Mr. Mah exp lains that in January o f  
1996, G ienow  bought out the w indow  
d iv is io n  o f  C anadian W oodw orks, but 
worked under a com bination  o f  the tw o  
nam es. G ien ow  has gradually w alked  
aw ay from  its alliance with Canadian  
W oodworks and now stands on its ow n  
name.

G ienow  w in dow  and door products are 
now  available in Prince G eorge so le ly  
through the com pany, w hich has kept the 
sam e location for its show room .

The sta ff has also stayed the sam e

sin ce the change from Canadian W ood­
w orks, he adds.

Som e o f  the secret to 50  years o f  su c ­

ce ss  is part innovation and part com m u n i­
cation , says Mah.

By w ork in g  under the Japanese

inspired “Just in T im e” m anufacturing  
system , G ienow  is able to ensure the cu s­
tom er gets  a product that m eets their 
exact sp ecifica tion s.

S om e w in d ow  co m p an ies  pre-build  
their product and keep a w arehouse full 
and w aitin g  to be shipped to the custom er.

W hile G ienow  d oes  offer a se lection  o f  
w in d ow s and doors available for cash and 
carry at their Q uinn St. store, m ost o f  
their product is built on the JIT tim e line, 
says Mah.

W orking on the JIT principle m eans 
last m inute changes can be easily  accom ­
m odated -  a boon for hom e builders and 
the d o-it-yourselfer.

B esid es  it ’s f lex ib ility , G ien ow  also  
thrives on the su ccess  o f  its “ Intercept” 
insulating g lass. “The tech n ology reduces 
frost on w in dow s during the harsh winter 
and results in low er heating b ills ,” says  
Mah.

M etal-clad  w in d ow s that a llow  for 
m in im al m ain ten an ce, yet k eep  the 
beauty o f  w ood  inside the hom e are also a 
popular product, adds Mah.

“ People are m ovin g  to v in yl because  
i t ’s m aintenance free, but w e can offer a 
w ood  w indow  that’s just as ea sy  to care 
for,” he adds.

W hile all o f  G ien o w ’s manufacturing 
is done in Calgary, the products travel a 
lot farther. B esid es B .C . and the rest o f  
Canada, G ienow  ships to the U. S ., Japan, 
C hile, China, M exico , Germany, Russia, 
Bulgaria and A rgentina.

Plans for the next 50 years are simple: to 
open as many w indow s and doors in homes 
all over the world as possible.


