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H e a lth y  fo re s t ry  s e c to r  
a im  o f  n e w  C N C  in s t itu te

B y  C H E R Y L  J A H N

F r e e  P re s s  s t a f f  w r it e r

T h e  s k e le to n  o f  a fo re st 
in s t itu te  at the  C o l le g e  o f  
N e w  C a le d o n ia  is  n o w  in  
p la c e , and  i t ’s t im e  to  add 
the  f le s h  and  b lo o d .

C N C ’s Fo re s t Institute is  
the p ro du ct o f  m o re  than tw o  
years o f  research and fe a s ib il­
ity  stud ies, and m any  at the 
co lle g e  hope it w i l l  p lay  a 
lea d in g  ro le  in  strengthening 
fo re stry  in  the north.

Its v is io n  is  to m ake  the 
northe rn  in te r io r a “ centre o f  
e x c e lle n c e  and  a w o r ld  
le a d e r”  in  m a x im iz in g  
fo re stry  benefits , “ deve lo p ing  
in no va tiv e  m anagem ent sys ­
tem s”  to  in tegrate the best 
in te re s ts  o f  a l l  p a rtie s  
in v o lv e d  in  forestry , and “ p ro ­
tec t ing , m anag ing  and sus­
ta in in g ”  the la n d  and its  
resources.

“ B a s ic a l ly ,  i t ’ s c a lle d  
su s ta in a b il ity . W e ’ re not ju s t 
ta lk in g  ab ou t c h o p p in g  trees 
d o w n  and p ro c e s s in g  them . 
W e ’ re t a lk in g  ab ou t the u t i­
l iz a t io n  o f  the  ‘ fo re s t b io ­
m a s s ’ and  i t ’s  ab ou t e n su r­
in g  tha t th is  re g io n  is  s u s ­
ta in a b le  in  a l l  e le m e n ts ,”  
s a y s  J o h n  B a c k h o u s e , 
C N C ’s d ire c to r  o f  in s t itu ­
t io n a l d e v e lo p m en t .

H e  ad ds  that, as fa r  as he 
is  co n ce rn ed , the  no rthe rn  
in te r io r  is  fa r  fro m  a w o r ld  
le a d e r o r  a cen tre  o f  e x c e l­
len ce .

“ W e  h a v e  the  fo re s t 
re so u rc e , w e  have  the lan d  
ba se , w e  have  the la k e s  and  
s tre a m s  a n d  w i ld l i f e .  W e  
w a n t that to  be as h ea lth y  
and  su s ta in a b le  as p o ss ib le . 
W e  w a n t the  in d u s t ry  to be 
h ea lth y  b e cau se  it c rea tes  
jo b s ,  and  o u r  c o m m u n it ie s  
are  h ea lth y ,”  he  says.

T h o u g h  th e y  w i l l  n o t be 
the  s o le  o b je c t iv e  o f  the  
In s t itu ie ,  e d u c a t io n a l an d  
t ra in in g  p ro g ra m s  w i l l  p la y  
a c r i t ic a l  ro le  in  h o w  these  
g o a ls  are  a c h ie v ed .

T h e re  w i l l  be other, m o re  
in d u s t r y -b a s e d  s e r v ic e s  
o f fe r e d  b y  th e  in s t itu te ,  
in c lu d in g  su c h  th in g s  as a 
da tabase  s u p p ly in g  in fo rm a ­
t io n  to  in d u s t ry , in d iv id u a ls  
an d  c o m m u n it ie s  w ith  
fo re s t ry  in fo rm a t io n .

“ W e  w i l l  a ls o  be  p r o v id ­
in g  l in k s ,  w he re  som eon e  
w a n ts  p e rh ap s  a p ro g ram  o r  
s o m e  t ra in in g  and  w e  w i l l  
pu t th em  in  to u ch  w ith  the 
r ig h t  p e o p le , ”  s a y s  M r .  
B a c k h o u s e .

T h e  c o l le g e  h a s  ju s t  
re c e iv e d  $ 6 0 ,0 0 0  in  F o re s t 
R e n e w a l B C  fund ing*  to  
b r in g  the  p ro g ram  th ro ug h

‘We’re not just 
talking about 

chopping trees 
down and 

processing them. 
We’re talking 

about the 
utilization of the 
iorest biomass’. ’ 

John Backhouse

to  D e c e m b e r  th is  year. W ith  
the  m o n e y  in  the  b an k , M r . 
B a c k h o u s e  s a y s  i t ’ s t im e  fo r  
the  in s t itu te ’s s te e r in g  c o m ­

m ittee  to b e g in  f le s h in g  ou t 
c le a re r  d e ta ils  f o r  the fu tu re .

“ O u r  s te e r in g  co m m it te e  
w i l l  b e  m e e t in g  n e x t 
W e d n e s d a y  to  ta lk  a b o u t 
h o w  w e ’ l l  a c h ie v e  o u r  
v is io n , ”  he  says .

P h a s e  O n e  h a s  be e n  
e s ta b lis h e d  as  the  t im e  to  
re se a rch  a fo rm  o f  o rg a n iz a ­
t io n a l s tru c tu re  fo r  the in s t i­
tu te  ab o u t su ch  th in g s  as 
p ro g ra m  c o n te n t  an d  th e  
l ik e ,  an d  d e v e lo p  a s t ru c ­
tu ra l m o d e l f o r  the p ro g ram .

T h e  s e c o n d  phase  w i l l  
see  th e  d is s e m in a t io n  o f  
in fo rm a t io n  ga the red  to  that 
p o in t , an d  h ave  s ta k e h o ld e r  
g ro u p s  assess  it. A f t e r  that, 
fo c u s  g ro u p s  w i l l  ge t a p e e k  
at the  in fo rm a t io n .

T h e  la s t  p h a se  w i l l  
in v o lv e  p u b l ic  c o n s u lta t io n  
an d  a f in a l  re p o rt b e fo re  the 
in s t itu te  b e co m e s  a re a lity .

S e a r c h  o n  

f o r  m i s s in g  

O s m o n d

R C M P  are a sk in g  fo r  the 
p u b lic ’s h e lp  in  lo ca t in g  a 
pa ro le e  w h o se  p a ro le  has 
been suspended.

P o l ic e  w a rn  F re d e r ic k  
Joseph  O sm o nd , 28, has a 
h is to ry  o f  v io le n ce  and  is

con s ide red  dangerous.
H e  is  w an ted  o n  a 

C anad a -w id e  warrant.
A n y o n e  w ith  in fo rm a t ion  

as to  M r. O sm o n d ’s w he re ­
abouts is  asked to c a ll  the 
lo c a l R C M P .

ATTENTION CONTRACTORS 
SAFETY TRAINING

The Kitimat Community Skills Centre will be providing training on the core 
WCB requirements. This training will raise the safety knowledge/awareness 
for employers and workers who provide service or work to the Industrial 
Sites. Employees will be more aware of high risk work situations and their 
responsibilities, as a result of this training.
ALCAN, EUROCAN, and METHANEX fully endorse this training initiative 
and urge all employers to provide this core safety training to their employ­
ees.
This fall the Three Kitimat Industries will discontinue providing safety training 
for 3rd party employees other than inductions. It is a WCB requirement that 
contractors and 3rd party employers become responsible for the training of 
their employees.
Alcan, Eurocan and Methanex have authorized the Kitimat Community Skills 
Centre to commence with training in October 1997. The Centre will accept 
registration starting in July. For more information contact the Skills Centre at 
632-2085 or 632-6555.

24 MONTH LEASE 
$1,900 downpayment 
or equivalent trade or

PURCHASE FOR
$ 1 5 ,4 9 9

SA M I PRICE
SEDAN O lt W AGON

m m m
ASSOCMH0N Of CANADA

B I S T  N I W  
E C O N O M Y  C A R  
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I MONTHLY PAYMENT DOWNPAYMENT
01 (OUtVALINT IIUI

$150 $3030
$199 $1,900

1 $281 _____ SO
FORD ESCORT LX

New 2 litre engine • 5-speed manual transmission • Remote keyless entry • Rear heat ducts • 60/40 split rear seat • Dual air bags 
Atr conditioning • Power brakes • AM/FM stereo with premium speakers • Plus loads of other swell sfuffi

FORD BC r o K V  & K £ R C X J J J N D U - S S  SUHMi;!* SAL*
$199/moo* based on 24 month 'Han' loose of 1997 Ford Escort IX with PCR 011A with a downpayment a# $1,900 on approved credf.. Total paid bosed on 24 monthly payments of $199 phis $1,900 downpayment phtt km -  $6,676 plus
to*. Option* ^ J  .. .*» •** A _  ... -A * . — » < - < * - :  '
36,000 km c
to* Optional buvout at termination »s $10,436 40 phis tax Sacwrrtv deposit {$250) and fcr*t month payment required at Inns* inception License, tax and insurance extra Freight included Some conditions and o mileage restriction of 
~ " ver 24 month* apply Vehicle must be returned in good working condition with no visible damage subject to normal wear and tear limited time offer Dealers may 1mm for less Retail leases onfy See dealer for details

T H E  F O R D  S T O R E  O N C E N T R A L
F R E D  W A L L S  t l ONLJ"T L D
P R IN C E  G E O R G E ’S 5 6 4 - 1 1  3 3

C A R  D E A L E R ! 3900 Walla Av«.
1331 CENTUM. STNKT • PWNCE GEORGE 563-8111  ̂
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