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I n d e p e n d e n t  s c h o o l  f a n s  o f f e r  c a u t io u s  s u p p o r t  o f  m e n u
By CHERYL JAHN

F r e e  P r e s s  s t a f f  w r i t e r

T h e  P rince G e o rg e  In dependen t 
Sch o o l S oc iety  is cau tio u sly  o p ti­
m istic  ab o u t D istric t 5 7 ’s n ew  rep o rt 
on  ch o ice  w ith in  th e  pub lic  e d u c a ­
tion  system .

T h e  report, re leased  at the  latest 
reg u la r school b o a rd  m eetin g , o u t­
lines a n u m b er  o f  in itia tives  fo r 
a d d in g  a lte rn a tiv es  fo r paren ts  to  
c h o o se  from . T h e  first o f  n ine rec ­
o m m e n d a tio n s  in th e  report sla tes 
th a t  th e  b o a rd  re c o m m e n d  “ th e

e s ta b lish m en t o f  at least o n e  trad i­
tional sch o o l by  S ep tem b er, 1998.” 

F o r the  p resid en t o f  the  local 
In d ep en d en t S choo l S o c iety  th is is 
g rea t new s.

“ It h as  the  d ress in g s, the  ou tw ard  
a p p earan ces, o f  b e in g  ex actly  w hat 
w e a re  lo o k in g  for,”  say s  Dr. D rew  
D igney. “ B ut it’s a q u estio n  o f  w hat 
the  in n er w o rk in g s  are. I am  pleased, 
tho u g h , that the  b o ard  is respond ing  
to  an  o b v io u s  n eed  in the  d istric t."

B u t th e  en th u sia sm  is tem pered  
w ith  so m e  reserva tion .

“T h e  p ro p o sa l still s ta tes  that the

Report on A9
trad itional school w ill op era te  w ith in  
the b oundaries  o f  the  d istr ic t’s  c o l­
lec tive  ag reem en ts . S o  there  are  still 
so m e o f  the in effic ienc ies w e see 
inheren t in the p ub lic  sy stem ,”  he 
exp lains.

T h a t has a lw ay s been  a  p rim ary  
c o n c e rn  fo r  th e  so c ie ty , w h ic h  
stresses the  n eed  for m ore a cco u n t­
ab ility  from  the teachers to  the  s tu ­
d en ts  and  paren ts. W ith  an in d ep en ­
d e n t sch o o l sy s te m , th e  so c ie ty  
m a in ta in s  th ere  w o u ld  b e  d ire c t

a cco u n tab ility  to  the  p aren ts w hose  
ch ild ren  a ttend .

A s  w ell, h e  has o th e r  con cern s , 
su c h  a s  th o se  in v o lv in g  s tu d e n t 
b e h a v io u r  a n d  d isc ip lin e . F o r 
in stance, w h en  a  s tu d en t is “acting  
up ,”  w h a t d eg ree  o f  leew ay  w ill 
school ad m in istra to rs  h av e  fo r d ea l­
ing w ith  it?

H o w ev er, the  p res id en t o f  the 
D is tr ic t P a ren t A d v iso ry  C o u n c il 
M ike  M illa rd , w h o  sat o n  the C h o ice  
P anel, s ta tes that the  pa ram e te rs  are 
w h a tev er the  paren ts, teach ers  o r  
stu d en ts  w an t -  j t i s  sim p ly  a m atter

o f  pu ttin g  fo rw ard  a  proposa l for 
co n sid eratio n .

A n d  th at is p rec isely  w h a t Dr. 
D ig n ey  in ten d s to  do.

“ O n c e  I ’v e  r e a d  th e  w h o le  
re p o r t  o v e r,  I w a n t to  w rite  to  
[b o a rd  c h a irp e rs o n ]  S h ir le y  B o n d  
a n d  r e q u e s t  m o re  in fo rm a t io n  
a b o u t  h o w  e x a c t ly  w e ’ll p u t a  p ro ­
p o sa l  fo rw a rd ,”  h e  s a y s , a d d in g  
th a t, i f  it is e v e ry th in g  the C h o ic e  
P a n e l a n d  th e  b o a rd  m a k e  it  o u t  to  
b e , th e  c lo s e s t  th in g  to  a n  in d e p e n ­
d e n t  s c h o o l  m a y  b e  n o  m o re  th an  a 
fiew m o n th s  aw ay .

A nother p oten tia l b idder
C ro w n  L an d s  is n o t letting  e a rlie r  failure  s to p  it from  try ing  to  sell o ff 

R u b y  Park.
T h e  p ro v in ce  has  n ego tia ted  a  sa les a g re e m en t fo r the  co n ten tio u s  17 

acres, a t the  in te rsec tio n  o f  H ig h w ay s 97  an d  16, tho u g h  o ffic ia ls  are  being 
tig h t-lipped  a b o u t th e  ag reem ent.

“W e 're  n eg o tia tin g  w ith  a  c lien t,”  say s  C ro w n s  L ands b ran ch  dev e lo p ­
m en t o fficer R ick  Potter. “T h e re ’s a  sales a g re e m en t w hich , if  com ple ted , 
the c lien t h as  a  y ea r to  c o m p le te  rezo n in g  o f  th e  p roperty .”

T h e  c lien t cu rren tly  has the  a g reem en t in h an d , an d  if  it’s am en ab le , it’s 
o f f  to  c ity  co u n cil fo r  rezon ing .

antes up for Ruby Park
O n ly  afte r the  rezon ing  is successfu l w o u ld  th e  sa le  be  com ple te .
O th e r than that, Mr. P o tte r  is re ticen t to  co m m e n t, no t ev en  d iv u lg in g  if 

the  c lien t is local o r  not.
U n like  the m in is try ’s p rio r  a ttem p t to  sell the  land , pub lic  n o tifica tion  o f  

the in ten tion  to  sell is not requ ired , n o r is an  auc tion . R ath er it is a  m atter o f  
w h o ev e r has th e  b est o ffe r g e ts  th e  land.

L ast sp ring , there  w ere tw o  lo w er m ain lan d  co m p a n ie s  w ith  o ffers in to  
d ev e lo p  the  land  com m erc ia lly . T h e  deal fell th ro u g h  w hen  it b ecam e c lear 
c ity  council, in  p a rticu la r n ew ly -e lec ted  m ay o r C o lin  K insley, w o u ld n 't  su p ­
p ort the  rezon ing .

g e t t in g  
p a s s e d  
a r o u n d

By CHERYL JAHN

Fraser f lo a t/C la ssr o o m  raft ▼ No tickets

B la m e

Students from CNC and Vancouver’s Langara College begin their 1,000 km journey down the Fraser River by passing under the Yel- 
lowhead Bridge on Thursday. The students are part of the Fraser Studies Program, a 13-day floating classroom. John McKenzie/Free Press

F r e e  P r e s s  s t a f f  w r i t e r

P o lic e  a g e n c ie s  in the  n o r th  a re  
d o in g  th e  b e s t  th ey  c a n  to  e n fo rc e  
th e  A t to rn e y  G e n e ra l ’s n e w  v ic ­
t im  s u rc h a rg e  levy , b u t i t ’s to u g h  
to  d o  w ith o u t th e  re so u rc e s .

P o lic e  in  P r in c e  G e o rg e , Q u e s ­
n e l ,  W il l ia m s  L a k e  a n d  o th e r  
s m a l le r  d e ta c h m e n ts  d id n ’t 
re c e iv e  e n o u g h  o f  th e  n e w  tic k e ts .

T h e  n e w  15 p e r  c e n t  levy , 
w h ic h  w ill  b e  ta c k e d  o n to  a ll f in e s  
fo r  p ro v in c ia l  v io la t io n s  a s  o f  Ju ly  
1, r e q u ire s  n e w  tic k e t  d e s ig n .

U n f o r tu n a te ly ,  th e  v a r io u s  
n o r th e rn  d e ta c h m e n ts  d id n ’t g e t 
e n o u g h  o f  th e  n e w  tic k e ts  to  c o v e r  
w h a t th ey  n e e d .

“ A t th e  p re s e n t  tim e , o u r  m e m ­
b e rs  a re  is s u in g  a  lo t o f  w a rn ­
in g s ,”  s a y s  R C M P  C o n s ta b le  
G o rd  M o le n d y k . “T h e re  a re  a  few  
t ic k e ts  h e re , w e  d o  n o t h a v e  a  
la rg e  su p p ly , a n d  w e  h a v e  d iv v ie d  
th e m  u p  a m o n g s t  th e  m em b e rs . 
H o w e v e r,  th e re  is  a  sh o r ta g e  o f  
th e m .”

S u z a n n e  B e ll, p ro je c t  m an a g e r  
fo r  th e  A t to rn e y  G e n e ra l ’s m in ­
istry , a s s u r e s lh a t  m o re  t ic k e ts  had  
been s h ip p e d  o u t to  th e  v a rio u s  
d e ta c h m e n ts  la te  las t w eek .

“ I ’m  to ld  b y  IC B C , w h o  h a n ­
d le s  th e  p r in t in g  a n d  d is tr ib u tio n  
o f  th e  t ic k e ts ,  th a t  100,000 w ere  

Turn to Police, A2


