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N e c h a k o  R e s e r v o i r  p e a k s ,  w e e k s  o f  e r o s i o n  s t i l l  a h e a d
By DAVID PLUG
Free Press staff writer

A lcan  s a y s  a record re lease  from  the N ech ak o  R e serv o ir  
is “ u n lik e ly ”  n ow  that w ater le v e ls  h ave  fin a lly  peaked and 
are descen d in g.

A lcan  w as  con siderin g  in creasin g their release to a 

record 14 ,0 0 0  cub ic  feet per second as the w ater le v e l 
behind the K en n ey  D am  reached less  than h a lf  a foot b e lo w  

the norm al m axim u m  operating capacity.
Th e pressure to release 14 ,0 0 0  c fs  has eased  now  that 

in flo w s  to the reservo ir are le ss  than o u tflow s.

The current release o f  12 ,0 0 0  c fs  is a lread y erod in g 
dow nstream  riverban ks and an increase to 14 ,0 0 0  c fs  w ou ld  

have s ig n ifican tly  added to the dam age.

M ost o f  the erosion  is in the Prince G eo rg e  area and the

Library heading to 
the million mark

T h e P r in c e  G e o rg e  P u b lic  L ib ra ry  is  p re d ic t in g  a 
re c o rd  year.

T h e  l ib ra ry  e x p e c ts  to loan  out m o re  than a m illio n  
item s in 19 9 7  a fter  s e e in g  o v e r  9 9 7 ,0 0 0  item s b o r 

ro w e d  last year .

T h e  l ib r a r y ’ s 19 9 6  an n ual report s h o w s  a  th ree p er 
cen t in c re a se  in lo a n s , the fifth  c o n se c u t iv e  y e a r  w ith  

an in c re a se . C irc u la t io n  fig u re s  are a lre a d y  s h o w in g  
s tro n g  s ig n s  th is  year.

“ C irc u la t io n  is  up 1 0  p er cen t in the fir s t  f iv e  

m o n ths o f  1 9 9 7 , ”  s a y s  Tom  D ie lis s e n , ch air  o f  the 
lib ra ry  b o ard .

W ith o v e r  5 6 ,0 0 0  c a rd h o ld e rs , the P rin c e  G e o r g e  
l ib r a r y  p la c e s  th ird  h ig h e s t  a m o n g  m id -s iz e d  

lib ra r ie s  in C a n a d a  fo r p erce n ta ge  o f  p o p u la tio n  

serv ed .
M r. D ie lis s e n  e x p e c ts  the c o m m u n ity  su p p o rt to  

s h o w  up S u n d a y , A u g u s t  2 4  fo r  a w a lk a th o n  to  
re p la c e  b o o k s  d a m a g e d  b y  a burst w a te r  m ain . W alk  
9 B lo c k s  W ith  T h e  9 0 0  (the sec tio n  o f  b o o k s  d a m 

ag ed ) is  the th em e o f  the fu n d ra iser .

A b o u t 8 0  p er cent o f  the 7 ,8 0 0  d a m a g e d  b o o k s  
w e re  re sto re d . T h e  lib ra ry  is  s ti ll w a it in g  fo r  a f in a l 

a c co u n tin g  o f  the d a m a g e  fro m  the in surer.

f  a  r  t  c
The water release from the Skins Lake Sp illw ay is currently 
340 cubic metres per second (12 ,0 0 0  cubic feet per second). 
This release is expected to continue through July.

With favourable weather conditions, and the reservoir 
elevation showing signs o f  having reached a crest, it is 
unlikely that an increase to 396 cms ( 14 ,(XX) cfs) w ill be 
required. A lcan continues to monitor the situation in close 
cooperation with the W CO  and the NFCP, with dam safety 
and flood control as the highest priorities.

• Inflow s into the reservoir for Ju ly  1 (to Ju ly  3) have 
averaged 4 2 5  cm s (15 ,0 0 0  cfs) per day.

• The flow  o f  the Nechako R iver at Vanderhoof as o f  
Ju ly  04 w as 500 cm s (17 ,6 0 0  cfs).

• Peak river flow  to date was 5 3 4  cm s ( 1 8,860 cfs) on 
M ay 19 . It is unlikely that this peak will be exceeded.

• The reservoir is currently 5.6 inches (to Ju ly  4) from the 
top o f  its normal maximum operating level.

For more information, please call the local office o f  the 
Ministry o f  Environment, or A lcan ’ s regional o ffice in 
Vanderhoof at 5 6 7 -5 10 5  (Prince G eorge: 5 6 1- 1 18 9 ) . Skins 
Lake S p illw ay  discharges are posted on A lcan 's  homepage 
at http://www.sno.net/alcan. Flow Facts information is also 
available 24 hours a day by recorded m essage in 
Vanderhoof at 56 7 -58 12 .

environm ent m inistry say s  property ow n ers w ill h ave to get 
used  to the problem .

R iverb an ks in M iw orth, North N ech ako and C otton w ood 

Island w ill see continued erosion  fo r the rest o f  the m onth, 

s a y s  G len  D avidson  o f  the m in istry ’s w ater m anagem ent 
branch.

“ T h e N ech ak o  w ill continue running fa ir ly  h igh fo r m ost 
o f  Ju ly , but dropping s lo w ly ,”  say s  Mr. D av idson . “ U ntil w e 
get a lot le ss  w ater dow n  here in the Prince G eorge  area, the 
erosion  problem  w ill not stop.”

T h ere  are about s ix  or eight “ pretty seriou s”  spots in 

M iw orth  w here som e properties h ave lost m etres o f  river- 
bank. W hen the river drops to norm al le v e ls , the tops o f  the 

present banks w ill lik e ly  slide , in creasin g  the property loss. 
S e v e ra l properties on North N ech ak o  are a lso  exp erien c in g

erosion  although houses are not threatened.

T h e flo o d in g  o f  C otton w ood  Island Park is  a lso  o f  som e 
concern  w ith  footpaths and bridges under w ater.

“ T h e C otton w oo d  trail system  is rea lly  takin g a beatin g ,”  
s a y s  M r. D av idson .

T h e erosion  p rob lem s are not as large as som e seen  on 
the F raser R iv e r  in the past. H istorica lly , som e areas north 
o f  the pulp  m ills  h ave lost 5 0  to 10 0  m etres o f  sandy river- 
ban k  during floo d s.
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