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New glue for fragile families

By MICHELLE LANG

Free Press staff writer

If you take one piece of a
mobile away, it throws the
whole thing off and ceases
to be a mobile.

This is the philosophy of
counselor Laurie McKinnon
and her colleagues at the
Prince George Spousal
Assault Program. Ms. McK-
innon along with Ida Alle-
man and Vince Sherry, have
developed their counseling
program along those lines.
They counsel men who have
been convicted of assault
But they don’t stop there.
They also help the women
and children affected by
abuse

“The family is like a
mobile,” explains Ms
McKinnon. “If you take one
piece of the mobile away it

new take on an old system,”
all three clients — the men,
women and children — are
counseled in one cohesive
program
one

won’t exist as it’s meant to
be. You all
pieces equally. In a family,
if one person is threatened
and goes home,

This way every-

need to treat learns the “same lan-

guage,” the same new ideas,
the same coping skills. The

the rest of counselors add it prevents

the system is disrupted.” the abuser from becoming
“When we applied for abusive in different ways

this program, we didn’t once they leave a program ~
want to just work with the now the whole family can
men,” says Ms. Alleman. see the cycle and change it

“We recognize that violence Women and children go
effects every family mem- through four weeks of an
ber. In the past everyone hour to an hour and a half
went their separate ways. sessions each. They deal
Men’s group was one place  with topics like abuse, anger
and the women were management, “time
referred elsewhere.” outs,” parenting, and safety

Not any more. In what
the three counselors call “a

plans.
The mens’ counseling is

mandatory for those who
have been referred to it —
men with an abusive crimi-
nal record. They go through
32 hours of therapy aimed at
as education

such topics

around abuse, anger man-

agement, recognition, and
alcohol dependency.

But
skills
when your student has just
the
before
Mr

counselors
the

teaching these

isn’t always easy
with
So

says

fought a battle

court system.
any learning,
Sherry,
must

the
gain client’s
trust.

“All of the go
through a pre-group inter-
view,” he explains. “The
idea is to get them inter-
ested, that they might

men
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Mr. Sherry, left, Ms. Alleman and Ms. McKInnon are three counsellors with the
Prince George Spousal Assault Program. cuns
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learn something from this.

They often come here very

Many of the
they’ve

angry. men

believe been
. We
spend time trying to make

abused by the system

this a safe, supportive
atmosphere.”

The system sounds
ideal. But does it work?
Ms McKinnon
they’ve only been holding
the
year so there

Still,
it has had some impact

says

sessions for under a
are no statis-
tics she is confident

“The stats will continue
to show not
grows. But for the people
who come in and want
something to be different,
we’ve seen some wonder-

everybody

ful things happen.”

A PLEASURE TO PLEASE

For I do always those things that please him. (John 8:29)

This statement could be uttered only by God’s unique and
perfect Son. The life of Christ was in absolute harmony with
the will of the Father. Twice the Gospels record that the
Father spoke directly from heaven saying, “this is my beloved
Son, in whom I am well pleased.”

In Matthew 3:17 the Father was well pleased with His Son’s
OBEDIENCE. This particular commendation came after His
baptism, to which our Lord submitted in order to fulfill all
righteousness. As our Saviour, Christ kept every command in
our place. In doing so He earned a perfect righteousness for us
and splendidly pleased our heavenly Father. Christians are
called to be like Christ and therefore to be “doers of the word,
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and not hearers only” (James 1:22). While saints will never

achieve perfection in this life, true sons of God will yearn to
please their heavenly Father in all they do.

At Christ’s transfiguration in Matthew 17:5 the Father spoke
of His good pleasure in His Son’s SPEECH. The Father
commanded the disciples, “Hear ye Him.: Christ’s speech, just
1s His life, was ever directing men toward the Father. The Son
came into the world to reveal the Father (John 1:18). Every
sermon and every conversation revealed the only true god
Christian, too, is to show forth his heavenly
Father in word and deed
your speech and life “betray”
son of God (Matt. 26:73)

What horrible regrets you will have at the

the

It is an honour when
that you are a

close of life’s journey if you do not use your
days of opportunity to please the God of

Cornerstone
Christian
Fellowship
Morning Worship
begins at 10:00 a.m.
Located in Cedars
Christian School
701 N. Nechako Rd
For more information, call

562-4380

HERITAGE
FREE
PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH

"Preaching Christ in
all His fullness for
man in all his need"

963-8859
4020 Balsum Rd.

Sunday School
10:00 a.m.

Morning Service

11:00 a.m.

your salvation. Therefore, as a willing
disciple of Christ, begin today to do those
things which will delight your Father
which is in heaver
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