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Treaty process p roceeds desp ite  un ce rta in tie s
By CAM  MCALPINE

Free Press staff writer

C o m m u n ity  r e p r e s e n ta ­
t iv e s  in th e  t re a ty -m a k in g  
p ro c e s s  m et W ed n esd a y  fo r 
th e  f irs t tim e  s in c e  the D e l-  
g a m u u k w  d e c is io n .

T h e  S u p re m e  C o u r t  o f  
C a n a d a  h a n d e d  d o w n  its  
d e c is io n  o n  th e  G i tx a n -  
W e t’s u w e t ’e n  la n d  c la im s  
c a se  las t m o n th  in  w h a t h as  
c o m e  to  b e  k n o w n  as  th e  
D e lg a m u u k w  d e c is io n .

B u t th e  o n ly  th in g  m e m ­
b e rs  o f  th e  P r in c e  G e o rg e  
T re a ty  A d v iso ry  C o m m itte e

(P G T A C )  c o u ld  a g re e  o n  
w ith  re g a rd s  to  w h a t th e  h is ­
to ric  ru lin g  w ill  m ea n  to  th e  
tre a ty  p ro c e s s  in  B .C . is  th a t 
n o  o n e  is re a l ly  su re  w h a t it 
m ea n s .

N o  tw o  g ro u p s  -  n a tiv e  
o r  n o n -n a tiv e  -  s e e m  a b le  to  
a g re e  o n  h o w  it w ill a ffe c t  
th e  la n d  c la im s  p r o c e s s ,  
s a y s  T e rry  B u rg e ss , c h a ir  o f  
th e  P G T A C .

“ T h e  w h o le  m o rn in g  
(W e d n e s d a y )  w a s  s p e n t  
m o s tly  d isc u s s in g  th e  c o n fu ­
s io n  a b o u t  D e lg a m u u k w , 
b u t  n o  c o n c lu s io n s  w e re  
re a c h e d ,”  h e  sa y s .
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'Interests will 
change throughout 

the process and 
new issues will 

come up that need 
to be brought to 

the table/
Terry Burgess

U n til  so m e  leg a l s e n se  is 
m ad e  o f  th e  d e c is io n , it w ill 
b e  b u s in e s s  as  u su a l, sa y s  
M r. B u rg e ss .

T h re e  m e m b e rs  o f  the  
co m m ittee  w ill be h ead in g  to  
V ancouver on  A pril 2 to  s tudy

D elg am u u k w  in a  w o rk sh o p  
invo lv in g  the U n ion  o f  B .C . 
M u n ic ip a litie s  an d  T re a ty  
A d v iso ry  C o m m itte e s  fro m  
across the province.

M e a n w h ile ,  th e  g ro u p  
d id  m a n a g e  to  a d o p t  its  
“ S ta te m e n t-o f- In te re s t” d u r ­
in g  W e d n e s d a y ’s  m ee tin g .

T h e  s ta te m e n t-o f -in te re s t  
o u tlin e s  p o in ts  o f  n e g o tia ­
tio n  th e  P G T A C  fe e ls  w ill  
h a v e  a n  im p a c t  o n  lo c a l  
g o v e rn m e n ts  an d  c o m m u n i­
t ie s .  T h e  d o c u m e n t  th e n  
e x p la in s  w h a t the  P G T A C ’s 
in te re s ts  a re  a n d  th e  d e s ire d  
o u tc o m e , p o in t b y  p o in t, o f

th e  tre a ty -m a k in g  p ro ce ss .
M r. B u rg e ss  s a y s  h e  w e l­

c o m e s  p u b lic  in p u t o n  th is  
s ta te m e n t  a s  it is  m e a n t to  be 
a r e f le c t io n  o f  th e  c o m m u ­
n i ty ’s  in te re s t  in th e  p ro ce ss .

“ It  is  a  d y n a m ic  a n d  
c h a n g in g  p ro c e s s ,” s a y s  Mr. 
B u rg e s s .  “ I n te r e s t s  w ill  
c h a n g e  th ro u g h o u t  th e  
p ro c e s s  a n d  n e w  issu e s  w ill 
c o m e  u p  th a t n e e d  to  be 
b ro u g h t to  th e  ta b le .”

T h e  s ta te m e n t-o f-in te re s t 
w ill n o w  b e  ava ilab le  to  all 
m em b e rs  o f  the  p u b lic  w ith in  
the n eg o tia tin g  area  -  co v e r­
in g  trea ty  talks w ith  each  o f

the C heslatta, C a rrie r  Sckani, 
Y ekooche and  L heid li T ’en- 
neh  bands.

A  synopsis  o f  th e  s ta te ­
m en t, as  w ell as gen era l in fo r­
m ation  on  the P G T A C  and  the 
trea ty -m ak in g  p rocess, w ill be 
d istribu ted  th rough  c o m m u ­
n ity  n ew sp ap e rs  th ro u g h o u t 
the n ego tia ting  area, in clud ing  
The Free Press, b e tw e en  
M arch  24  and  26.

T h e  fu ll s ta te m e n t-o f-  
in terest is av ailab le  from  the 
o ffices o f  the R eg ional D is­
tric t o f  F raser-F ort G eorge . 
C all K arla at 9 6 0 -4 4 1 6  fo r 
m o re  inform ation .

► Regional district on the move
T h e  o ld  N ative  F riendsh ip  C en tre  p ro p erty  is finally  g e ttin g  

so ld  off. N ot all at once, but b it by  bit.
T he  R eg iona l D istrict o f  F raser-F ort G eo rg e  is in the p ro cess  

o f  b u y in g  the 1.13 acre  lot across the  s treet fro m  the F rien d sh ip  
C e n tre ’s  o ld  location  at 1st an d  G eorge.

T h e  sale sh o u ld  be co m p le te  by  M arch  30, p en d in g  the 
receip t o f  a  certifica te  o f  co m p lian ce  from  the M in istry  o f  the 
E n v iro n m en t, say s  A nne  H ogan , reg ional d istric t adm in istrato r. 
T h e  p u rch ase  p rice  for the  p ro p erty  is $65 0 ,0 0 0 .

M s. H o g an  says the m o v e  w a s  m ad e  a fte r  it w as  d ec id ed  the 
reg iona l d istric t h ad  o u tg ro w n  its cu rren t o ffices  at 4 th  and  
Q ueensw ay .

T h e  reg ional d istric t w ill no t be p ack in g  bo x es , how ever, 
un til a p ro p o sed  office  b u ild in g  is co m p le ted  at the  n ew  site , 
say s  M s. H ogan. N o  tim eline has been  set fo r th at dev e lo p m en t.

► Recallers getting impatient
R ecall o rg an ize rs  had  h o p ed  the ju d ic ia l rev iew  o f  th eir 

failed  recall p e tition  w ould  nearly  b e  over.
B ut it looks like the legal p ro cess  is far fro m  com ple te .
R ecall R am sey  law yer B ru ce  H allso r s a y s  h is  c lien ts  had  

hoped  to  h ave  the m atter befo re  the  c o u rts  o n  M arch  10. H o w ­
ev e r a date  fo r the  rev iew  has not been  set at th is  tim e.

“ I h ave  tro u b le  w ith  (h o w  lo n g  th is  is tak in g ),” say s  S he lly  
L aw lor, an  o rgan izer o f  the m o v em en t to  recall Prince G eo rg e  
N orth  M L A  Paul R am sey. “ W h a t’s  the ho ld  u p?  L e t’s  d o  it.”

T h e  leng th  the rev iew  w ill a lso  d ep en d  o n  w h a t the court 
w ill take in to  consideration . If  the  rev iew  sim p ly  sticks to  in te r­
p retin g  the leg isla tion  Mr. H allso r say s  it co u ld  b e  o ver in a day.

H o w ev er Mr. H allso r says if  the co u rts  w a n t to  go  th ro u g h  
the nam es o f  each  indiv idual w h o  reca lle rs  say  sh o u ld n ’t b e  on  
the list, the p rocess cou ld  be  lengthy.

“ W e w o u ld  have to  prove  that ev ery  o n e  o f  th o u san d s  o f  
nam es sh o u ld n ’t be on  there  and  that co u ld  tak e  tim e,” he says.

R ecall o rg an ize rs  are f iling  for the ju d ic ia l rev iew  o f  th eir 
p e tition  on  the g ro u n d s that an  o u td ated  v o te r ’s  list is to  b lam e  
fo r its failure.

► Municipal Act goes modem
C ity  M an ag er G eorge Paul and  C ity  C o u n c ilo r  C lif f  D ezell 

a ttended  a tw o -d ay  sy m p o siu m , h osted  b y  the  U nion  o f  B .C . 
M unic ip a lities  last w eek , ad d ress in g  the  n eed  to  refo rm  the 
M unicipal A ct.

“ I t ’s  th e  la rg e s t s ta tu te  in  B .C .,”  s a y s  M r. P au l. “ I t ’s  
b a se d  o n  a  lo t o f  a rc h a ic  p r in c ip le s .  It h a s  b e e n  a m e n d e d  
p ie c e m e a l  fo r  d e c ad e s . It m a k e s  re fe r e n c e s  to  a rc h a ic  
d e ta ils . It e v e n  h a s  se c tio n s  o n  h o w  to  c o n tro l  p ig e o n s .”

M o st m u n ic ip a lit ie s  a g re e  th e  A c t g iv e s  to o  m u c h  p o w e r  
to  th e  p ro v in c e  an d  n o t e n o u g h  c o n tro l  to  th e  m u n ic ip a l i ­
tie s . T h e  in te n t o f  th e  re fo rm s  w ill b e  to  p ro v id e  c it ie s  m o re  
f le x ib ility .

A s  a re s u lt  o f  th e  s y m p o s iu m  M u n ic ip a l  A ffa irs  M in is te r  
J e n n y  K w an  h as  a g re e d  to  an  a m b it io u s  a g e n d a  fo r c h a n g e .

“T h e y ’v e  m ad e  a s tro n g  c o m m itm e n t  to  m o d e rn iz e  th e  
a c t,” s a y s  M r. Pau l.
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E a s t e r  B o o k i n g s
F r e s h  S m o k e d  S p  S p e c i a l

Turkeys Hams • Cuts

Fresh, F rozen

Po rk  Chops
End to End  

G ra d e  A Q u a lity

Cross R ib  Roast
Fresh, Lean B on eless

P o rk  Leg  Roast

PURIFIED 
WATER 

5 Gallon Refill

& i >Sc h n e id e r S

Farmer or Colby 
Cheese

M.19
100 gr

Homesteader Meats Ltd.
556 North Nechako Rd 563-1002
Open 7 am to 6 pm Monday to Saturday .
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