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In the driver’s seat
unicef
Umied Nations Children’s Fund

My n a m e  is  th e  b e g in n in g  of my s to r y .
Through the UN Convention on the Rights o f the Child, U NIC Eh is working to 
make sure no ch ild  is denied the ir right to a life  story, to a name ana a 
nationality.
Please. Give when you see the orange box and buy UNICEh cards and gifts. Let 
the stories begin.

___________ Where children's rights come first. ( 6 0 4 )  8 7  4 * 3 6 6 6 ______________

Total Pet’s

H

D o g  F l e a  

C o l l a r s
Med. & Large Size.
Reg. to $6.49

H A G E N .

T o t a l  P e t
1617 Victoria St. Across from Parkwood Place 563-5707

Let Freedom Ri
Buy Any Two Phones And Get 60 Days Free Calling On Each.

•3 0  day s  u n lim ite d  f re e  calling  w ith  o n e  p h o n e .
•6 0  days u n lim ite d  f re e  ca lling  w ith  tw o  p h o n e s .
• Free w e e k e n d s .
• 100 f re e  w e e k d a y  e v e n in g  m in u te s  every  m o n th .
•Y our cho ice  o f  p h o n e s  fo r  ju s t $49 .95  each .

n r  p«r month f°r 
the first phone

60  DAYS 
F R E E g g  9 5  ,per month for1 the second phone

7"ivo L o c a t io n s

“L e a d e r s  I n  W i r e l e s s  ”

Parkwood Place 
562-4880

3641 15th Ave. 
562-4856

B BCTEL
free  Mobility Centre

Personal Plan based on 12 month contract New customers only, OAC Secondary phone shares primary phone plan, bill and air­
time Free airtime applies to local calls only. Monthly service fee, long distance charges and taxes are extra. Day calls 55< per minute, 
evenings 10c per minute Annual system access fees of S48 applies on each phone Early cancellation fees apply. Limited time offer.

When Eric Bittner gradu­
ated from high school, he was 
looking for something differ­
ent.

He had been on the basket­
ball team at Duchess Park and 
had a natural enthusiasm and 
ability for the game. Continu­
ing his hoops career in the 
men’s league, however, just 
didn’t appeal to him.

Then, while he was at 
work one day, he found the 
answer and it came to him on 
wheels

“I used to work for PG 
Surg-Med,” he says, referring 
to a local company that sup­
plies, among other things, 
wheelchairs for people who 
need them. “I kind of got 
involved with some of the 
players who played wheel­
chair basketball and just 
picked it up from there.” 

Bittner, now 26, has been 
playing the game for seven 
years and it has been good to 
him. He plays locally with the 
Prince George Titans and has 
also been a member of Team 
B.C. for the last three years.

In his three seasons with 
the provincial squad he has 
helped it win bronze, silver 
and gold at the national cham­
pionships, the gold medal 
coming last year in Vancouver 
against Team Ontario.

While Bittner has had 
nothing but success in wheel­
chair basketball in recent 
years, he still remembers 
when the game wasn’t going 
quite so smoothly for him.

“You don’t really know 
what all is going to be 
involved when you start,” he 
says with a grin. “It’s very 
challenging and that’s why I 
keep playing it every year.” 

Wheelchair basketball, as 
Bittner has discovered first 
hand, has obvious as well as 
subtle differences from 
‘standup basketball.’ Some of 
the bigger differences include 
shooting, the power for which 
comes entirely from the arms 
instead the lower and upper 
body working in conjunction. 
And, after wheeling the length

P rin ce  G eo rg e 's  E r ic  B ittn e r Is one of th e  top  w hee l­
ch a ir  b a ske tb a ll p layers In
of the floor to get to the offen­
sive end, a player can have a 
case of spaghetti arms when 
he or she attempts a shot.

On the defensive side of 
the game, the simple act of 
checking your opponent 
becomes a whole new chal­
lenge.

“There’s no checking like 
in standup ball because if your 
hands are off your wheels, 
you’re not moving,” Bittner 
says with a laugh.

Perhaps the biggest chal­
lenge for Bittner when he 
started was learning to make 
his chair go where he wanted 
it to. That difficulty was com­
pounded by the fact that this 
was not a non-contact sport. 
Players continually crashed 
into each other while battling 
for position under and around 
the hoop.

“When you first start you 
kind of fight your chair,” he 
says. “It’s hard to push and 
manoeuvre and you tip over 
lots. Basically, you have to 
learn how the chair works.”

B .C . Jason P eter s/ F ree P r ess

Bittner, however, has 
learned and now is among the 
top wheelchair basketball 
players in the province. And, 
while he is perfectly able to 
play standup hoops, he prefers 
the wheel variety. It’s still a 
challenge every time he plays 
it. And he has made invalu­
able friendships through the 
game.

“Some of the attraction is 
that you have friends who are 
doing it,” he says. “They can’t 
get up and play standup ball 
with you but you can sit down 
and play with them.”

And that’s something Bit­
tner plans to do well into the 
future. He’s looking forward 
to the numerous road trips the 
Titans will make this year to 
compete in various tourna­
ments. Last year, the team 
even went to Toronto to play 
in an international event. 
Then, of course, there’s his 
role on the provincial team.

So even though Bittner 
will be sitting down on the 
job, he’ll be one busy guy.

C a ll S teven  S p a lleck  a n d  fin d  o u t w hy?
Together we can do it. If you’re buying 
or selling it pays to know a Realtor who 
has a sincere appreciation for people 
and their needs in real estate.

I t  p a y s  to  k n o w  
S te v e n  S p a lleck .

l i f e

S E V E N  E A S Y  S T E P S  
B U Y IN G  O R  S E L L IN G  
Y O U R  H O U S E

9 6 0 - 9 6 6 7


