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Free Press sta ff writer

Shoot low and to the cor
ners. For Boston Pizza 
United, that was supposed to 
be the secret to scoring on 
Ivan Brkich.

Somebody must have let 
the PG Croatia keeper in on 
the low down strategy.

Brkich, all 6’7 ’ of him, 
was the biggest reason Croatia 
downed Boston Pizza 1-0 Sat
urday afternoon to win the 
playoff title in Division One 
of the North Cariboo Senior 
Soccer League. With his team 
up by that score and five min
utes to play, Brkich flat-out 
robbed Boston’s Martin 
Power by going flat out. 
Power struck a rocket out of 
traffic that was destined for - 
you guessed it -  the bottom 
right comer of the net. Brkich, 
however, dove for the ball, 
hands outstretched, and tipped 
it harmlessly wide. When that 
effort went for naught, so did 
Boston Pizza’s best chance to 
send the game into extra time.

“It (the ball) was lost 
somewhere around the 18 
(yard line) and he gave it a 
quick shot,” says Brkich, 
describing the play. “It was 
just a reaction save.”

Power, meanwhile, knew 
exactly how close he came to 
deadlocking the game with 
his perfectly-placed blast.

“That one was a heart- 
breaker,” he says. “He’s got 
that tremendous reach. We 
were supposed to hit it hard 
and low to the comers and I 
thought that one was going 
there.”

P.G. Croatia goalscorer Jon Lafontaine was thwarted 
on this attempt by Boston Pizza keeper Dave Andrew.
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tunate incident when they 
scored and we were unlucky 
not to get the equalizer. He 
(Brkich) made a great save 
on the penalty. He was for
tunate to go the right way 
and of course he made a 
great stop late in the game 
too.”

For Croatia, the playoff 
championship was its sec
ond-straight in the NCSSL.

• In the Division Two final, 
Steamers downed DB Law 1- 
0 Saturday afternoon on the 
strength of Mark MacKen- 
zie’s marker 15 minutes into 
the first half. The big forward 
took a prefect cross from 
Tony Stancatti and managed 
to nudge it behind DB Law 
keeper Paul Sievwright.

“I put my foot on it and 
the goalie was right there 
but it had enough to get 
through him,” he says.
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“One Performance 
Only”

Two of Scotland’s 
most successful stage 

performers - Tom & Jack Alexander.

Don't miss this gala event!
CELTIC MUSIC AS IT SHOULD BE!
The " B o y s"  h a v e  p la y e d  in a ll the  m a jo r  venues  
inc lud ing  M a ssey  H a ll Toronto  &  Carnegie H a ll 

N e w  York.
Hear them , w w w .platinum -productions.com  

T ickets at T ow ne T icket Centre by ph one, 614-9100
TH E  PRINCE C EO R C E

F R E E  P R E S S
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For Croatia, which got its 
lone goal in the 72nd minute 
when Jon Lafontaine con
verted a short pass in front 
from Tien Mueller, the playoff 
championship capped off a 
near-perfect season. Croatia 
also won the regular season 
crown with a 14-2-2 record 
and earned the Rec Cup title 
by defeating Honda/Citizen 3- 
1. Nick Vukovic, Croatia 
coach, says his team has been 
“winners all the way” and also 
found himself marveling at 
Brkich’s game-saving stop in 
the playoff clincher.

“Nobody can believe he 
can make save like that,” 
Vukovic says. “Look at how

make that save. He’s 6’7 ’ so 
that’s something else.”

Early in the game, 
Brkich had also denied 
Boston Pizza’s Daryl
McEwen on a penalty kick.

For Boston Pizza, mean
while, the loss was disap
pointing especially consid
ering it had controlled much 
of the first half of play. 
Boston, which finished sec
ond in the regular season 
with a 7-6-5 record, gave 
Croatia all it could handle in 
what was a physical and 
hotly contested game.

“I thought we outplayed 
them for the majority,” says 
Boston Pizza coach Daren
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quickly he dove on that ball to Sears. “It was just an unfor-
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Left to right:
N a n cy  Loreth, 1st Vice-President 
R om a Tingle, L ivestock Director 
Scotty Raitt, Home A rts & Horticulture Director 
M ichael Lem cke C hris van  der Vossen
N adine  van d er  Vossen E la ine Lemcke

T H E  R O S S  C U P
T h is  a w a r d  is  p re sen ted  to the  
fa m ily  w in n in g  the  m o s t aggregate  
p o in ts  in  L ivestock , H om e  A r ts  & 
H o rticu ltu re  a n d  4 -H  a t the  
a n n u a l P rince  George E x h ib itio n .
A  m in im u m  o f  tw o  d iv is io n s  m u s t  
be en tered  to qua lify .
The L em cke  / van  d e r  Vossen fa m ily  
h u d  en tr ies  in  th e  1998 P G X  in a ll  
three d iv is io n s  m e n tio n e d  above.

VTY o f  the
The 1998 P G X  C harity  
o f  the  Year a w a rd  w as  
presented  to the 
A lzheim ers Society.
The PG X presented  them  
w ith  a  cheque in the 
a m o u n t o f  $'2,085.00

n, A lz h e im r f’s
Left to right:
Lorna Klein,

Regional Coordinator 
Jean  May, A lzheim er's  

Society President 
N ancy  Loreth,

PG X 1st Vice President 
S a n d i Sw itzer,

P G X  Office M anager

Complete with 
Microwave Shelf, 
Moulded Counter Top, 
and Solid Brass Knobs

O ak or 
M e la m in e

features that will make your kitchen an outstanding 
investment. We have carefully selected our cabinets to meet 
these requirements. Whether you are building or remodeling, we will 
be pleased to give you an estimate

 ̂ w .r . V e n t u r e s
V I  .  1750 Q u in n  S tree t, Prince G eorge  P h one :562 -9551

O u t-O f-T o w n  Call Toll Free 1-888-847-4442
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