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Equipment improvements make the game 
tougher, faster and more exciting

A n a t o m i c a l  p a d d i n g  p r o t e c t s  t h e  

e n t ir e  h e a d . T h e  B a u e r  h e l m e t s  u s e d  

in t h e  W H L  a r e  t o u t e d  a s  b e i n g  

" c o n c u s s i o n  p r o o f "  a n d  fe a tu r e  a  
h a r d  p l a s t i c  s h e ll  a n d  f o a m  

p a d d i n g  t h a t  d o e s n 't  h a v e  g a p s  

lik e  t h o s e  t h a t  a r e  f o u n d  in  m o s t  

o t h e r  m o d e r n  h o c k e y  h e l m e t s .

E l b o w  p a d s  p r o t e c t  n o t  o n l y  th e  

e l b o w s ,  b u t  a l s o  p a r t  o f  t h e  u p p e r  

a r m  a n d  t h e  f o r e a r m ,  o v e r l a p p i n g  

b o t h  th e  s h o u l d e r  p a d s  a n d  t h e  

g l o v e s .

W H L  v i s o r s  a r e  m a d e  b y  Ite c h  a n d  

c o n s t r u c t e d  o f  u n b r e a k a b l e  s e a l e d  

p l a s t i c .W h i l e  t h e y  d o  h a v e  a  t e n ­

d e n c y  t o  f o g  u p ,  a  v a r i e t y  o f  p r o d ­

u c t s ,  f r o m  a n  a n t i - f o g  s p r a y  to  

c o m m o n  s h a m p o o ,  is  r u b b e d  o n t o  

t h e  s u r f a c e  t o  p r e v e n t  f o g g i n g .

g a m e  better.”

C o u g a r  ca p ta in  T y le r  B o u c k  

agree s. H e s a y s  a d v a n ce s  in e q u ip ­

m ent h av e  h elp ed  m ak e the g am e  

faster and h ard er-h ittin g, and thus m ore  

e x c itin g  fo r fans.

But at the sam e tim e. B o u c k  s a y s  the in creased  p rotec­

tion m odern equ ipm en t p ro v id e s  a lso  m ean s p la ye rs  today  

take m ore risks.

“ B a ck  w h en  there w a s  no h elm ets, g u y s  d id n ’ t get their 

stick s up as m u ch ,”  sa y s  B o u ck . “ T h e r e ’s less respect n ow  

and the g am e  isn ’ t safer b e ca u se  g u y s  take m ore risk s.”  

D e m p se y s a y s  p layers had m ore respect fo r their o p p o ­

nents in the past.

“ W h en  w e  d id n ’ t h ave all that p rotection  yo u  k n e w  h ow  

m uch  it hurt w h en  so m e b o d y g o t their stick  up on y o u ,”  he 

says. “ E v e n  though it’s a  v is c io u s  g am e, y o u  k n e w  i f  yo u  

did it to a g u y, he co u ld  ju st as e a s ily  d o  it b ack  to y o u .”  

Sk ates h ave also  co m e  a lo n g  w a y  sin ce  D e m p s e y ’ s d ay, 

w h en  llim sy  old tube sk ates ruled the day.

“ T h e  b lad es now , and e sp e c ia lly  the b o o ls are so  m uch  

better,”  sa y s  D em p sey. “ W h en  I p layed  w e  used to get our  

skates stitched durin g the season  to g iv e  us m ore support.”  

D an H am h u is, a 16 -y e a r-o ld  C o u g a r  ro o k ie, s a y s  m an y  

o f  the equ ipm en t a d va n ce s  are p s y c h o lo g ic a l -  a p la ye r  

thinks his equ ipm en t is better, so therefore it is.

“ A  lot o f  it is in yo u r h ea d ,”  he s a y s. “ It w o u ld  m ake a  

d iffe re n ce  fo r sure. I f I w a s  w e a rin g  llim sy  old  tuhe skates, 

there’s not as m uch an kle  support and I w o u ld n 't feel as 

co n fid en t and safe out there. T h e  n e w  equ ipm en t m ak es it 

safer fo r yo u . W ith  the o ld e r equ ipm en t, like the sm aller  

shoulder pad s, y o u  co u ld  p ro b a b ly p lay better b e ca u se  yo u  

can  m o v e  better.”

S h in  p a d s  f e a t u r e  a  b i g  c u p  t h a t  

p r o t e c t s  th e  k n e e .  T h e y  r u n  d o w n  

t h e  f r o n t  o f  t h e  l e g  to  p r o t e c t  t h e  

p l a y e r 's  s h in s  fr o m  p u c k s  a n d  

s t ic k s .  S h in  p a d s  a r e  e s s e n t i a l  

e q u i p m e n t  f o r  a n y o n e  e v e n  c o n s i d ­

e r i n g  b l o c k i n g  a  s h o t .

W e s t e r n  L e a g u e  p l a y e r s  c a n  u s e  

a lu m in u m  or  w o o d e n  s t ic k s  m a d e  

b y  K o h o ,  B a u e r ,  E a s t o n ,  S h e r - w o o d  

a n d  It e c h . P l a y e r s  s p e n d  h o u r s  

w o r k i n g  o n  t h e ir  s t ic k s .  B l o w ­

t o r c h e s  a r e  u s e d  t o  c h a n g e  th e  

c u r v e  o n  t h e  b l a d e .

h u m a n  

b e in g . I f  

s o m e -  

b o d y  hit 

y o u , yo u

hit them  back. Y o u  w o u ld  n ever lak e a stick to m an ’ s face  

d e lib erate ly  in m y day. b ecau se i f  y o u  did. yo u  w o u ld  get it 

right b a c k .”

H o ck e y  equipm ent has un dergon e m ajor ch a n g e s  in the 

2 0  ye a rs sin ce Prin ce G e o rg e  C o u g a rs  co a ch  E d  D e m p se y  

quit p la yin g  the g am e. T h e  p ro te ctive  qu alities o f  all e q u ip ­

m ent. from  shou ld er pads to shin pads, has in creased  d rasti­

c a lly  w h ile  the co m fo rt and p la yab ility  has a lso  increased.

“ T h e re ’s been u n b elie va b le  ch a n g e s ,”  s a y s  D em p sey. “ I 

look b ack to w h en  I started p la yin g  m in o r h o ck e y and  

the helm et w a s  ju st starlin g to co m e  in.”

D e m p se y, w h o  w o re the old style  helm et that ju st pro ­

tected the b ack  and sid es o f  the head in those e arly  

d a y s, sa y s  equipm ent a d v a n ce s  h ave im pacted the 

g am e m ostly fo r the better.

says  injuries w ere not com m on .

“ T h o se  d a y s  yo u  w e re  tough if  y o u  w ere g o in g  to p la y,”  

he says. “ T h ere w a s n ’ t the ro u gh n ess yo u  sec to d ay in 

 , h o c k e y .

Y o u  had a 

lot m ore  

r e s p e c t  

fo r the

O rv  C la f fe y  rem em b ers the d a y s  w h en  he used to tie old  

ca ta lo g u es to his shins u sing strips o f  inner tube b efo re  he 

headed out to the rive r fo r a g am e o f  h o ck ey.

C la ffe y , one o f  the o rigin al Prin ce G e o rg e  M o h a w k s  in 

the 1 9 5 0 s ,  g re w  up on the prairies and began p la yin g  the 

g am e  in the d a ys  befo re  h elm ets and oth er p ie ce s o f  m odern  

equipm ent.

“ T h ere w a s  no such thing as h elm ets,”  says  

C la ffe y , w h o  began p la yin g  in 1 9 4 7  w h en  he 

w a s  10 -y e a rs -o ld . “ I f  y o u  w e re  lu ck y  y o u  had 

shin pads. I f  yo u  w e re n ’ t y o u  used old ca ta ­

lo g u e s."

C l a f f e y  s a y s  e q u ip m e n t stan d a rd s h ave  

a d va n ce d  an incredible d istan ce sin ce he began  

p la y in g . H is  old  g lo v e s ,  in stead  o f  fo am  

pad d in g, had strips  

o f  b am b o o  in the 

c u f f  to protect the 

wrist. T h e re  w ere  

no sh o u ld er pads  

w h e n  he started  

either.

“ T h e  e q u ip m e n t  

they h ave to d ay is 

so m uch better," he says. "T h e  first shin pads I had w e re  felt 

w ith  leather on the k n e ecap .”

H is stick  w a s  a o n e -p ie ce  hunk o f  w o o d  w h ile  his first

I pair o f  sk ate s  

had flat blades. 

D esp ite the lack  

o f  protection his 

e q u i p m e n t  

o ffere d . C la f fe y

Orv Claffey

Catalogue shin pads and 
tube-skates go hi-tech

Old tube skates were heavy, cumbersome and didn't 
offer the ankle support of today’s models.

“ P eo p le  a lw a y s  ask  ‘ are  

the p la ye rs better'?” '  he says.

“ B u t I think the b ig g e s t

m cnt. E v e ry th in g  is so  m uch  

better, but at the sam e tim e  

it ’ s m ore d u ra b le  an d it ’ s 

lighter. I think it’s m ade the


