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W H A T ’ S O N

►  E a s t e r  P a r a d e

C aro line  Rhea and D .L . 
H ugh ley  jo in  M in n ie  
M ouse and her friends 
w hen they co-host the 15th 
annual “W alt D isney W orld  
H a p p y  Easter Parade,” a ir­
ing Sunday on A B C .

►  C a r o l i n e  i n  t h e  C i t y

M o n d ay  on N B C ’s “C aro ­
line in the C ity ,” R ichard  
(M alco lm  Gets) is w aylaid  
by a robbery w hile  on his 
w ay to respond to an u lti­
m atum  from  C aroline.

►  W e l c o m e  t o  E a r t h . . .

W h ile  on a couples retreat, 
D ick  and M a ry  (John Lith- 
gow ,Jane C urtin ) are 
counseled by a N ew  Age  
guru in “3rd Rock From  
the Sun,” a iring Tuesday  
on N B C .

“Y o u r  f i r s t  s t e p  to u H M rd s horn**"
^  Ed S m a n d ych
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C O V E R  S T O R Y

Second season 
finds Gzowski 
more comfortable 
with TV
T h e re  are few  ta lk  show hosts w ho  
w ould  challenge T h e  G rea t O n e  w hen  
he says he ’s (i feet ta ll, but Peter 
G z o w s k i, w h o m  m a n y  C an a d ia n s  
th ink  o f as the W ayne  G re tzk y  o f in te r­
v iew in g , doesn’t flinch  w hen the occa­
sion arises.
“W h a t, y o u ’ve grow n an inch since 
you p layed  fo r E dm o n to n ? ” G zow ski 
says d u rin g  an engaging , hourlo n g  
chat w ith  G re tzk y , w hich  kicks o ff the  
second season o f “G zow sk i in C o n v e r­
sation” S unday, A p ril 4, on C B C  T e le ­
vision.
G re tz k y , w h o ’s p la y in g  host to  
G zow sk i and his cam era crew  in a 
lounge above his Toron to  restaurant, 
responds w ith  good hum or, a d m ittin g  
that he’s not on ly  on the short side for  
the m o dern  hockey era, but also not 
v ery  strong.
“ I ’m m e n ta lly  s tro n g ,” he tells  
G zow ski, bu t adds, “M y  w ife  can beat 
m e at arm  w res tling .”
G zow ski, the C B C  R ad io  personality  
w ho m ade "M o rm n g s id e ” a C anad ian  
institu tion , feels com fortab le  josh ing  
w ith  the N e w  Y o rk  R angers  star 
because he ’s know n G re tzky  since he 
was a youngster.

TH U R S D A Y , A P R IL  1 , 1 9 9 9

Veteran interviewer Peter Gzowski starts another season of “Gzowski in Conversation" Sunday on CBC Television. His
guest for the season premiere is hockey great Wayne Gretzky.

Viewers find spiritual themes on TV a blessing
Television always has been criticized for 
being the relax-and-forget-about-it m edium , 
for encouraging passivity in viewers.
But that knock fails to account for millions  
o f viewers w ho hope they’ll find not just 
inform ation but m eaning in the T V  they 
watch. T h e ir attention isn’t focused on 
swimsuited bodies, car chases or cleverly  
w orded put-downs. T h e y ’re m ore con­
cerned about a child w ho lies or a neighbor 
in need, and a lot o f them w ouldn’t m ind  
hearing m ore about G od on the tube.
“I noticed,” Los Angeles T V ’ anchor H ugh  
H ew itt says, “over a num ber o f years ... that 
w henever we featured a guest w ho dis­
cussed religion or G od, the response was

quite high, and the ratings went up.”
That observation led H ew itt to produce the 
PBS series “Searching for G od in A m erica,” 
which prem iered in the sum m er o f 1996.
“ I think there is a tremendous hunger to 
talk about big things,” he said at the time. 
“T h e  astonishing thing since I ’ve done this 
show is, folks are just unfolding in front o f 
me; they w ant to talk about G od .”
Della  Reese, one o f the stars o f “Touched by  
an A ngel,” adds, “ I th ink we've now come  
to a place where we’ve tried everything  
else. W e’ve tried greed, we’ve tried drugs, 
w e’ve tried m edication, w e’ve tried sex. 
W e’ve tried a lot o f stuff, and it doesn’t 
w ork. So I  th ink we are now  all listening to

our inner selves and m oving toward the 
(spiritual).”
Yet netw ork executives continue to be sur­
prised at the success o f programs with 
m oral or spiritual themes. A m ong dramas, 
such hits as “T h e  W altons,” “H ighw ay to 
H eaven” and “Touched by  an Angel” have 
been considered anomalies. But they are 
backed by such second-tier successes as 
“C hristy ,” “T h e  Torkelsons” and “I ’ll Fly 
A w ay,” suggesting a perm anent core o f 
in terest
G ene  R eynolds, w ho  produced “Lou  
G ran t” and “M * A * S * H ” and has directed 
episodes o f “Christy” and “Touched by an 
Angel,” is convinced o f it.


