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Ten years ago Doreen and 
Ronald Jack left their Prince 
George home in the middle o f  
the night with their two chil­
dren and a man who had 
offered the couple jobs.

They were never seen or 
heard from again. If the then 
26-year old couple and their 
two boys Russell, 9, and 
Ryan, 4. are dead, their bodies 
have never been found.

In fact, a full decade after 
the Jack family's disappear­
ance, this unique and unfortu­
nate case continues to baffle 
RCMP investigators.

Now, on the 10th anniver­
sary o f their August 1989 dis­
appearance, the Prince 
George RCMP has launched a 
media and poster campaign to 
gather any information on 
what is considered the only 
case of an entire family going 
missing in Canada.

"I feel it is such a unique 
case,” says Constable Judy 
Thomas who has been work­
ing on the Jack file for seven 
years. “It shouldn't just be 
left. It’s a whole family that 
has disappeared.”

From what Constable 
Thomas has been able to 
determine Ronnie Jack met an 
unknown man in the First 
Litre Pub on August 1, 1989. 
The man offered Ronnie and 
his wife jobs at a farm or log­
ging camp for 10 days in the 
Bednesti - Cluculz Lake area. 
Ronnie would work bucking 
logs and Doreen would be a 
camp cook.

Ronnie called his brother 
in Bums Lake that night to 
make arrangements for their 
kids to stay with his family 
there but discovered that was­
n’t possible.

The man may have sug­
gested the kids would be 
taken care o f at the logging

The Jack family, from left: Russel, Ronald, Doreen 
and Ryan -  all missing since 1989. p h o to s  c o n trib u te d

camp day care.
The couple and the man 

went to their residence at 2116 
Strathcona Avenue where a 
cousin o f the Jacks heard the 
family talking of the job offer 
and getting ready to leave.

Ronnie, Doreen, their two 
children and the man left in a 
car at about 1:30 a.m. on 
August 2, 1989. Because the 
Jacks did not own their own 
vehicle, it is thought they 
drove away in the man’s car -  
although no description of it is 
available.

“Basically, they were 
never heard from again,” says 
Constable Thomas.

On January 28, 1996, 
around 8:33 in the morning, 
an unidentified man called the 
Vanderhoof RCMP detach­
ment and was patched 
through to the Prince George 
police dispatch.

The voice said, “The Jack 
family are buried at the south 
end o f lindistinguishablej’s 
ranch.”

The call, it was discovered, 
was placed from the Stoney 
Creek area. A  tape o f the call 
was sent to the University o f  
British Columbia for analysis. 
There is yet to be anything 
com e o f the call, however.

While no bodies have been 
found, the RCMP continue to 
investigate because o f  the 
unusual nature o f the disap­
pearance. Constable Thomas 
does not believe the Jacks 
intended to simply leave 
Prince George never to speak 
with their family again.
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She notes that Ronnie Jack 
was very close to his mother. 
Telephone records show he 
called his mother regularly 
and Constable Thomas con­
siders it very unusual for him  
to suddenly stop calling.

In addition, there is every 
indication the family intended 
to return home to Prince 
G eoige after their work was 
completed. Their belongings 
-  much o f their clothing and 
all o f their furniture -  were 
left in their house. The chil­
dren were registered to 
attended classes in Prince 
George that fall.

A major obstacle in the 
police investigation has been 
the amount o f time that passed 
before the fam ily was

f a m i l y
reported missing. They 
weren't reported missing until 
August 26, 24 days after they 
left their home.

After the Jacks were 
reported missing, the RCMP 
started doing routine checks 
and initiated an investigation 
into the matter. At a later date 
the Prince George RCMP 
launched a larger investiga­
tion with a number o f mem­
bers working on the file.

Now after all these years 
the RCMP is hoping a public 
plea for more information will 
bring forward the clues neces­
sary to solving the puzzle o f  
the Jacks' disappearance.

“With a whole family dis­
appearing you’d think there 
would be more information 
out there. The family m em­
bers are still grieving over the 
loss o f the whole family. They 
don’t have closure on it yet,” 
says Constable Thomas.

Anyone with information 
on the matter is asked to con­
tact the Prince George RCMP 
at 561-3300, Crime Stoppers 
at 564-TIPS or call toll free 1- 
800-222-TIPS.
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Article #2 in a series of 4 from the book 
"Women Make Great Entrepreneurs" 

by: David Bryn-Jones
I f  y o u  s a w  A r t ic le  1 in  th is  s e r ie s  y o u  w ill  k n o w  t h a t  w e  h a v e  e m p h a s iz e d  th e  n e e d  fo r  

h o n e s t  s e l f -a n a ly s is  p o s s ib le  - w h y  y o u  w a n t  to  b e  a n  e n t r e p r e n e u r ,  w h y  y o u  w a n t  to  b e  a n  e n t r e p r e n e u r ,  w h y  y o u ’d  b e  
g o o d  a t  it, w h a t  s u p p o r t  s y s t e m s  h a v e  y o u , e tc .  N e x t ,  le ts  g e t  y o u  g o in g .  Y o u  e i t h e r  h a v e  a n  id e a  th a t  is  s im p ly  b u rn in g  a  
h o le  in  y o u r  h e a d  a n d  y o u  ju s t  K n o w  y o u  c a n  m a k e  it w o r k ;  o r  m a y b e  y o u  w a n t  to  w o r k  fo r  y o u r s e lf  s o  b a d ly  y o u  ju s t  K n o w  
t h a t  w ith  r e s e a r c h  a n d  s tu d y , y o u  w ill f in d  th e  o p p o r tu n ity  y o u  s e e k ,  o u t  t h e r e  w a it in g  fo r  y o u .

L e t ’s  a s s u m e  y o u  H a v e  y o u  id e a .  If  y o u  d o n ’t , s ta r t  lo o k in g  fo r  it b y  g o in g  to  t h e  n e a r e s t  lib ra ry , m a k in g  f r ie n d s  w ith  th e  
l ib ra r ia n  a n d  s ta r t  r e a d in g  - b u s in e s s  b o o k s ,  o p p o r tu n ity  m a g a z in e s ,  t r a d e  p u b l ic a t io n s ,  n ic h e  m a g a z in e s ,  c o n s u m e r  
p u b lic a t io n s  o f  a l l  t y p e s ,  g o v e r n m e n t  p u b l ic a t io n s ,  e tc .  L o o k  a r o u n d  y o u  w ith  n e w  e y e s  - w h a t  g o o d s  o r  s e r v ic e s  d o  y o u  
o b ta in ,  a n d  a r e  o f t e n  le s s  th a n  h a p p y  w ith  th e m .  C o u ld  y o u  p r o v id e  a n y  o f  th e m ,  fa s te r ,  b e t te r ,  c h e a p e r ,  f r ie n d lie r ,  m o r e  
c o n v e n ie n t ly  w ith  b e t te r  s e r v ic e ?  M a k e  lis ts , lo o k  a t  c o m p e t i t io n ,  t a lk  to  s u p p lie r s ,  e tc .  T h is  is  r e s e a r c h ,  a  n e v e r - f in is h e d  
c o r n e r s to n e  o f  t h e  P r o c e s s .

M u c h  o f  t h e  a b o v e  a p p lie s  if  y o u  a l r e a d y  h a v e  y o u r  id e a .  Y o u  still n e e d  e x t e n s iv e  k n o w le d g e  a n d  in fo r m a t io n  - a b o u t  th e  
in d u s try , its  p la c e  in  th e  e c o n o m y ,  c o m p e t i t iv e  p r o d u c ts ,  p r ic e s /p a c k a g in g /d is t r ib u t io n /r a w  m a t e r ia ls ,  la b o u r  c o n te n t ,  
r e g u la t io n s ,  e tc . ,  e tc .  A g a in s t  th e  b a s ic  b a c k g r o u n d  y o u  th e n  h a v e  to  a s s e s s  y o u  id e a .  H o w  c a n  y o u  d i f fe r e n t ia te  it, m a k e  it 
d i f fe r e n t  a n d /o r  b e t te r ?  W h a t  is  th e  s p e c if ic  n ic h e  w ith in  t h e  m a r k e t  th a t  y o u  w ill t ry  to  a d d r e s s ?  W h a t  c a n  y o u  d e t e r m in e  
a b o u t  c u s to m e r s  f o r  y o u r  p r o d u c t  o r  s e r v ic e  - th e  d e m o g r a p h ic s  - a g e ,  in c o m e ,  o c c u p a t io n ,  g e n d e r ,  lo c a t io n ,  n u m b e r s  o f  
th e m ,  e tc ?

In  b o th  t h e  a b o v e  c a s e s ,  w h e th e r  y o u  h a v e  y o u r  id e a  o r  a r e  s e e k in g  it, y o u  a r e  b e g in n in g  th e  e s s e n t ia l  w o r k  t h a t  w ill b e  
n e e d e d  fo r  y o u  to  s ta r t  p r e p a r in g  a  s p e c if ic  p la n  fo r  y o u r  n e w  b u s in e s s .  Y o u ’v e  a l l  h e a r d  o f  B u s in e s s  P la n s ,  w h a t  h a r d  w o r k  
th e y  a r e ,  h o w  M u c h  in f o r m a t io n  is r e q u ir e d .  L e t ’s r e f le c t . ,  .w h y  d o  o n e ?  It a ll b o ils  d o w n  to  Y o u r  O w n  S e l f - in t e r e s t .  A t  s o m e  
s ta g e  f a ir ly  s o o n ,  w h ic h  w e 'l l  c o m e  to , y o u  w ill n e e d  to  o b ta in  o u ts id e  h e lp  - e n c o u r a g e m e n t  f ro m  th e  fa m ily , f r ie n d s ;  o th e r  
b u s in e s s  fo lk  in  y o u r  c o m m u n ity ,  f in a n c ia l  s o u rc e s ,  in v e s to r s ,  th e  t r a d e  e tc .  W h a t  in g r e d ie n t  in  y o u , b e s id e s  w ild  
e n t h u s ia s m  a n d  p a s s io n  fo r  y o u r  p r o je c t ,  a r e  t h e s e  p e o p le  g o in g  to  w a n t  to  s e e ?  It is  K n o w le d g e  a n d  a  P L A N .

N e x t  t im e  w e 'l l  lo o k  c lo s e r  a t  d e v e lo p in g  a  P la n ,  a n d  g o in g  o n  f ro m  th e r e .  In the meanwhile, remember to register for 
the Workshops, at the upcoming "Today's Woman" Show, September 17&18, to be conducted by David Bryn- 
Jones, Author of "Women Make Great Entrepreneurs. Here's Why.
Here s How." These workshops are being sponsored by your local 
Community Futures Development Corporation. Call CFDC for more 
information. See you there!

T H E  P R IN C E  G E O R G E

F R E E  P R E S S
CFDC

Community Futures 
Development Corporation 
o t F raser F ort G eorge

SIGN-UP TODAY!
F R I D A Y ,  S E P T .  1 7  2  i  3 0 P M  

S A T U R D A Y ,  S E P T .  1 S T H  1 1 : 3 0  1 P M  
A T  T H E  C I V K  C E N T R E

fee S25 (BOOK INCLUDED) 
REGISTER » COMMUNITY FUTURES

562 9622

I n  s e a r c h  o f  t h e  J a c k
By MICHELLE LANG

It CTTouie.

S p r u c e l a n d  S h o p p i n g  C e n t r e  

O P E N  LATE r/i n/*„
T h u r s . &  Fri. 5 6 4 - 8 9 7 0

Sun. 1 2 - 5 p m

S R C T R O D H Z e  p

I D E W A L K  S A L E
3  D A Y S  O N L Y !

UGUST 2 7 , 2 8 , 2 9

i m s A u
P R IC E S  STARTING AT

*15”

J O I C O
SYSTtMC

m BIO LA G E.

F A T  C A T

REDKEN

VITAL

N U TR IEN TS

BACK TO BASICS
CREW FOR MEN

Come in & see me for 
the most complete 
line of trucks with 
over fifty different 

models available to 
custom fit the job. Gerry Dunn


