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Doctor situation slightly better,
one while you still can

but get

By MICHELLE LANG
Free Press staff writer

T'hree young doctors will
establish permanent prac
tices in Prince George, help
ing to alleviate the serious
shortage of family physi
cians here

But  medical officials
warn that the city is still in
need of at least four general
practitioners for the thou-
sands of area residents with-
out a family doctor

Dr. George Burns and Dr.
John Mah, who were work-
ing as temporary replace-
ments or locums in the area,
have announced their inten-
tion to take over the Hart
area practices of Dr. Jen-
nifer Law and Dr. Bill Lan-
cashire. Those two doctors
have been trying to sell their
practices since July of 1998

with no takers

In addition, Dr. Garnet
Fraser is taking over for Dg

take up to 1,000 patients
almost immediately

All three doctors are grad
uates of the PGRH residency
training program. The pro-
gram allows medical students
to do their residency at the
local hospital. Local physi
cians developed the program
with the hopes that it would
attract graduates to Northemn
nC.

Prince George still needs
at least four more family doc-
tors. Dr. Phil Staniland and
Dr. Rosemary Baird, both of
whom have left their family
practice, have not found
replacement physicians to buy
their practices

Dr. Norman Byme and Dr.
William Clifford told their
patients this week that they
will be leaving Prince George
in late January.

While physicians tradi-
tionally sell their practice
before moving on, Dr. Gor-
man believes many of these

doctors have stopped looking
for replacements

“They've basically given
up and are closing their
doors,” he says. “The (short-
age) situation hasn’t changed
a lot, although 1 guess it is a
little more positive. The situa
tion on the Hart will improve
matters and Dr. Erwin’s
patients will not be left
uncared for.”

This summer the Northemn
Interior Regional Health
Board forecast a crisis in the

family doctor supply after
learning of all the doctors who
were leaving without replace-
ments. They estimated 5,000
to 10,000 local patients could
be without a family physician
within the next year. This is
the first-ever shortage of fam-
ily doctors in Prince George.

Unfortunately, because
most local doctors are already
at their patient limits, those
who lose their family doctor
won't likely find another in
town.

Clothe Your Family
Feed the Needy

All proceeds from the
Thrift Shop go to feed those in need.

St. Vincent De Paul Society

g THRIFT

SHOP

1180 - 3°° Avenue
10 am -4 pm

D. Erwin, a long time gen-

eral practitioner in Prince
George who is moving to
Victoria

“They (Burmns and Mah)
will take any patients in
Prince George whose doctors
have left or are leaving, until
their practices are to capacity

“For anyone who does
not have a family doctor, |
would get on the phone to
them,” says Dr. Peter Gor-

man, head of the Prince Another Project Sponsored By PACE

George Regional Hospital’s
general practice department.
Dr. Gorman estimates the

two Hart area practices could PAE

ADOPTION IN THE

NORTH
INFORMATION EVENING

ARE YOU INTERESTED IN
ADOPTING IN BC?
* domestic
® intercountry
* BC's waiting children
There will be an information evening
at the

HEALTH UNIT
AUDITORIUM

Tuesday, Nov. 30th, 1999 at 7:00pm

Menday - Friday
Saturday

November is Adoption
Awareness Month

For more information call:
(250)565-7492 ¢ Toll Free: 1-888-736-8811

Registered Social Workers offer supportive, knowledgeable and
confidential assistance. We invite you to call us,

NORTHERN INTERIOR REGH lu'\u HEALTH HOARD
COMMUNITY & SENIOR SE

~-praviding licensed services thrmurhoul BC.-
1444 Edmonton St., Prince George, BC V2M 6W3




