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P G  n o w  a 
m ajor cen tre

A report from the Char­
tered Accountants of B.C. 
says Prince George has 
become a major centre for 
British Columbia despite the 
depressed resource sector.

In the regional compari­
son section of “B.C. Check- 
Up: A report on B.C. as a 
place to live, work and 
invest,” the association calls 
Prince George the northern 
capital for distribution, trans­
portation, retail trade, educa­
tion, and business and profes­
sional services.

Prince George’s status 
may be increasing but 
resource sector problems 
have taken a toll in the 
region.

B I A  l o o k s  t o  K a m l o o p s  f o r  v i s i o n
By M I C H E L L E  LA N G

Free Press staff writer
Prince George’s Downtown Business 

Improvement Area is hiring a Kamloops- 
based consultant to create a strategic plan 
for the city core.

Urban Systems will help the Down­
town BIA through the planning process 
to draft a plan by mid-January. The BIA 
will not proceed with any major projects 
until its strategy is in place.

BIA organizers have been working on 
a five year plan since the organization 
was formed this spring. (The BIA has a 
five-year mandate.) Downtown business 
members pay a levy of $1.70 per $1000 
of assessed property value to the BIA 
every year.

BIA chair Kirk Gable says it has been 
difficult for the member businesses, who

each have their own ideas for revitaliza­
tion, to agree on a common vision for the 
downtown.

“It’s difficult to do it internally with­
out any help. We’re all too close to it. 
That’s why we’re bringing a facilitator in 
to help us develop our strategic plan,” he 
says.

The consultant’s work will include 
collecting information on past revital­
ization efforts and the current issues 
facing downtown. They will meet 
with all downtown stakeholders in 
early January to guide the BIA 
through the planning process.

UNBC planning professor John 
Curry has said that past downtown 
revitalization efforts have failed, in 
part, because of outside consultants 
who do not understand northern B.C. 
But Mr. Gable believes that Urban

Systems, which has offices in Fort St. 
John and Grande Prarie, “has a better 
understanding of the north than any 
of the other consultants we looked 
at.”

Despite a perception that the BIA 
has done little since its inception, Mr. 
Gable insists the organization has 
been busy. He notes they have set up 
an office on Quebec Street and hired 
a manager. He notes the BIA hosted 
an all-candidates forum during the 
recent municipal elections.

Mr. Gable says the BIA is taking 
its time with major projects because it 
wants a solid plan in place first.

"We’ve had 30 or 40 years to cre­
ate the mess downtown, it’s not going 
to get better overnight,” he says. 
“We’re moving slowly because we 
want to make the right decisions.”
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S h e r r y  K u l c h y s k i

Lifeline gives Al and his family security and 
peace of mind.

Al's community spirit is to be commended. He's 
been a member of the P.G. Rotary Club for 24 
years, the Canadian Legion for 49 years and 
involved with several other organizations. He 

especially enjoys building model aircrafts, likes 
reading and listening to music.

A very special Christmas gift!
For more information call 

N o r t h e r n  I n t e r i o r  R e g i o n a l  H e a l t h  H o a r d

5 6 5 - 7 4 9 8  o r  5 6 5 - 7 4 9 3

______ Sponsored by the Nechako Rotary Club__________
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"PhoneLink 612-3456  
to all branches"

Town Centre
1532-Sixth Ave. 
Fax:612-3451

5th & Abhau
513Abhau St. 
Fax: 612-3555

Parkwood Place
#103,1600-15th Ave. 

Fax: 612-3505
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•  J u s t  N a tu r a l  G r e a t  T a s te  &  V a lu e
•  A v a i la b le  B y P o r t io n  o r  W h o le  C a r c a s s e s
•  N a t u r a l ly  R a is e d
•  A l l  M e a t  Is  P r o v in c ia l ly  In s p e c te d ,  

V a c u u m  P a c k e d  &  F r o z e n
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BISON RANCH
20965 Caribou Hwy Just 20 kms South of Town 

Hwy 97 South Open Sam to 6pm
Prince George. B.C. 7 Days A Week*

V2N 6A4 Drop By & See Us Today!

1 M 5 L Q H E  t n i g L Q H E  i n i g L O H E

W  a * . *

i i j g p
“ P l e a s e  l o c k  m e  a w a y . . . ”

Lyrics from the 60 s tune, World without love.
Scam artists sometimes disguise themselves as "Good Samaritans'. You 
are in a train station or bus slalion or an airport. You have lots of parcels 
and luggage and you have several hours to kill before your departure time. 
You decide to use a locker to store your goods As you are struggling to 
keep everything in view, a kindly person offers to open the locker for you 
and help you with your goods. He/she ensures that everything fits in 
properiy, closes the door, gives you the key, bids you a fond farewell and 
disappears. 'What a great city", you say to yourself, “and such friendly 
people too' Three hours later you hear the departure announcement t) 
You go to the locker but the key doesn't fit or 2) The locker is open and 
empty or 3) The locker is locked and you don't know that it is empty 
The kindly stranger who helped you, switched the key as soon as he 
locked the locker door You did not notice this When you check the locker 
number with the key, you notice that the key has a different number -  or 
no number -  but you discover this just as you need to retrieve your 
valuables And where are your valuables? Probably long gone 
The Lesson: stay in control of your valuables. Don't allow others, no 
matter how kindly they appear, to be in contact with anything that is 
important to your safety and security Thank them and tell them you will 
manage by yourself II you really need help, ask one ot the official staff to 
help you. This is how they earn their living Keep the key in your hand until 
you are out of viewing range of other people in the terminal or station. You 
don't want them to know where you have stashed it.

J o i n  o u r  g r o u p  t o

SAN CAR LO S  
M EXICO

Package includes:
•  Air & Hotel - Departures from 

Vancouver March 2, 2000
•  Unlimited green fees on first rate 

Championship Golf Course
• 3 meals and snacks per day
• Domestic drinks includin beer/pop
•  Free shuttle to beach, theme nights and tennis

A i r  &  H o t e l  f r o m  V a n c o u v e r

* 1 ,8 9 9 00 or * 1 ,2 9 9 00
p lu s  ta x e s  - 2 w eek s  p lu s  ta x e s  - I w e e k

Prices based on double occupancy, limited. Restrictions apply

C h r is tm a s  
G if t  

C e r t i f ic a te s  
a v a i la b le  

n o w !
PRUL MITCHELL, 

G I F T  S E T S

* 1 8 49

VAVOOM u  /195
G I F T  S E T S  I t

a r e  h e r e !

O P E N  L A T E  T h u r s .  &  F r i .  

< S u n .  1 1  i  5 p m

S p r u c e l a n d  

- S h o p p i n g  

C e n t r e  

5 6 4 - 8 9 7 0

UM5LQBESunburst Travel and Cruise Ltd.
Locally Owned arid Operated • Open Saturdays!

1 - 8 0 0 - 7 5 3 - 0 5 5 3
2 6 0  V i c t o r i a  S t .  5 6 2 - 5 4 4 4


