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W alk in g  the 
fin e  lin e

S c h o o l  D i s t r i c t  57 s u p p o r t  w o r k e r s  s h o u ld  t h i n k  

h a r d  a b o u t  w h e r e  t h e y ’ r e  h e a d in g  i n  t h e i r  c u r 

r e n t  c o n t r a c t  n e g o t i a t i o n s .  T h e  1 ,0 2 6  C U P E  

L o c a l  3742 m e m b e r s  t a k i n g  a  s t r i k e  v o te  t h i s  

w e e k e n d  a r e  b e in g  a s k e d ,  a s  e v e r ,  t o  g iv e  t h e i r  

le a d e r s h ip  a  s t r o n g  m a n d a t e  t o  u s e  a s  a  b a r g a i n in g  t o o l  

w i t h  m a n a g e m e n t .  B u t  i t ’s  u n l i k e l y  t h a t  e v e n  a  s t r o n g  

m a n d a t e  f r o m  t h e  r a n k  a n d  f i l e  w i l l  c h a n g e  m a n a g e 

m e n t ’s  p o s i t i o n ,  g iv e n  i t s  f i n a n c i a l  c o n s t r a in t s  a n d  t h e  

b r o a d  r a n g e  o f  u n i o n  d e m a n d s .
M a r i l y n  H a n n a h ,  p r e s id e n t  o f  L o c a l  374 2 , s a y s  jo b  

s e c u r i t y  p a y  e q u i t y ,  p e n s io n  im p r o v e m e n t s ,  w a g e s  a n d  

b e n e f i t s  a r e  a m o n g  t h e  m a jo r  s t u m b l i n g  b lo c k s  t h a t  h a v e  

le d  t o  a n  im p a s s e  i n  t a lk s .  W h a t  e ls e  is  th e r e ?

F o r  o n e ,  a l r e a d y  a s s u r e d  t h a t  n o  u n i o n  jo b s  o r  e v e n  
h o u r s  w i l l  b e  lo s t  t o  v o l u n t e e r s ,  C U P E  n o w  w a n t s  to  h a v e  

t h e  r i g h t  t o  a p p r o v e  t h e  v o lu n t e e r s  th e m s e lv e s .  T h e  
u n i o n  a ls o  a s k e d  t h e  s c h o o l  b o a r d  t o  g u a r a n t e e  c u r r e n t  

s t a f f in g  le v e ls  f o r  f i v e  y e a r s .  T h i s  is  h i g h l y  u n r e a l i s t i c  

c o n s id e r in g  t h e  v a g a r i e s  o f  e d u c a t i o n  m i n i s t r y  f u n d i n g  

a n d  f l u c t u a t i n g  e n r o l lm e n t  le v e ls .
T h i s  h a s  t o  b e  a  s t r i k e  is s u e  f o r  t h e  s c h o o l b o a r d ,  w h i c h  

h a s  lo s t  c o n s id e r a b le  c o n t r o l  o v e r  i t s  b u d g e t  i n  r e c e n t  

y e a r s .  I f  C U P E  m e m b e r s  t a k e  a  h a r d  l i n e  o n  t h i s  is s u e ,  

t h e y  c o u ld  b e  c a r r y i n g  p i c k e t  s ig n s  f o r  a  lo n g  t im e .

T a x p a y e r s  c a n  o n l y  h o p e  t h a t  M s .  H a n n a h  a n d  h e r  

C U P E  f o l l o w e r s  d o n ’ t  lo s e  s ig h t  o f  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  p u b l i c  d o l 

l a r s  a r e  in v o lv e d  a n d  t h a t  w e ’r e  s u p p ly in g  t h e m  s o  o u r  

c h i l d r e n  c a n  g e t  t h e  b e s t  e d u c a t i o n  p o s s ib le  w i t h o u t  

i n t e r r u p t i o n s  s u c h  a s  u n n e c e s s a r y  w o r k  d i s r u p t i o n s .

T r a d e  u n io n s  a r e  a n  a c c e p te d  a n d  e v e n  a  n e c e s s a r y  

p a r t  o f  o u r  w o r k p la c e  c u l t u r e .  B u t  a  b a la n c e  m u s t  b e  

m a in t a i n e d  b e t w e e n  e m p lo y e e s ’ r i g h t s  t o  r e a s o n a b le  

w o r k i n g  c o n d i t i o n s  a n d  m a n a g e m e n t ’s  n e e d  t o  r u n  a n  

e f f i c i e n t  o p e r a t io n .

J u d g in g  f r o m  s o m e  o f  t h e  C U P E  d e m a n d s ,  t h a t  b a l 

a n c e  i n  o u r  s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t  is  e n d a n g e r e d .

I f  M s .  H a n n a h  w a n t s  t o  r u n  t h e  s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t ,  s h e  

s h o u ld  a p p ly  f o r  t h e  s u p e r i n t e n d e n t ’s  jo b .  I n  t h e  m e a n 
t im e ,  s h e  s h o u ld  r e p r e s e n t  h e r  m e m b e r s  d i l i g e n t l y  a n d  

r e s p o n s ib ly  I t ’s  w h a t  w e  e x p e c t  f r o m  s c h o o l  t r u s t e e s  a n d  

a d m in i s t r a t o r s ,  w h o  a r e  a ls o  b e in g  p a id  w i t h  o u r  m o n e y .
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B o o n e  l e a v e s  s a d  l e g a c y

L o is  B o o n e  w a lk e d  t h e  p l a n k  o n  F r i d a y  S h e  d i d  
n o t  s t e p  d o w n  a s  t h e  p e r s o n  i n  c h a r g e  o f  r u n 

n i n g  t h e  M i n i s t r y  o f  C h i l d r e n  a n d  F a m i l ie s ,  
t h a t  w i l l  h a p p e n  w h e n  P r e m ie r  U j j a l  D o s a n jh  

s h u f f le s  h e r  o u t  o f  h i s  c a b in e t  t h i s  w e e k .  B u t  

B o o n e  m a d e  i t  e a s ie r  f o r  t h e  

n e w  p r e m ie r  b y  a n n o u n c 

i n g  t h a t  s h e  w i l l  n o t  b e  s e e k 

i n g  r e - e le c t io n  w h e n  t h e  

N e w  D e m o c r a t s  n e x t  h e a d  

t o  t h e  p o l ls .

When Premier Dosanjh pro
duces his first cabinet he w ill pro
claim them as the team that w ill 
lead the party to victory during 
the next election; Boone’s step
ping down means that her ouster, 
which is a sure bev, w ill be played 
as being for the good of the party 

The reality is likely something 
quite different.

During her tenure as the repre
sentative o f Prince George-Mount 
Robson. Boone has managed to 
stay out of trouble. As highways 
and municipal affairs minister, 
she plodded along and caused few 
waves. She wasn’t a star, but she 
wasn’t an embarrasment either.
And having her at the cabinet 
table, along w ith Paul Ramsey, 
likely aided Prince George. In fact, 
former finance minister Andrew

R U M O U R  M I L L S

Shane Mills
Petter once said Boone was an 
aggressive advocate for the north.

In declaring her retirement for 
public life after 14 years, Boone 
wants to be remembered for the 
good not the goofs. She points to 
UNBC, the new ja il and the court
house as tangible ways the NDP 
helped the city Which is true, but

she fails to remember that i t  was 
the Social Credit government that 
greenlighted UNBC and that the 
ja il was a tad controversial, as the 
new one holds the exact same 
number of prisoners as the old 
one.

Boone, though, w ill be remem
bered for one thing: the mishan
dling of the Amanda Jean Simp
son case, bringing the failures of 
the m inistry right home to Prince 
George.

Only Glen Clark knows what 
possessed him  to appoint Boone 
as the minister for Children and 
Families, an unusual postion for 
someone of her disposition. The 
only known fact is that i t  has 
turned into a disaster.

The m inistry is in disarray, the 
workers are stressed and Boone 
admits that the handling of 
Amanda’s case was inadequate. 
It ’s sad that ineptness cost a little 
girl her life.

It cost some m in istry staff 
their jobs and now Lois Boone is 
leaving, the latest casualty in the 
case. Worse, though, is that more 
details are emerging to suggest 
the in itia l indications of the m in
istry's failure were incomplete, 
that the breakdown was massive.

Boone is leaving, but her 
legacy w ill live on for years to 
come.

mailto:EDITOR@PGFREEPRESS.COM
mailto:adsales@pgfreepress.com

