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B.C. skip Kelley Law, third Julie Skinner, second Georgina Wheatcroft and lead Diane Nelson pose with the championship trophy.
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The Champs
B.C. rink wins the 2000 Scott Tournament of Hearts

In a game o f inches, K e lle y  Law  won by a 
foot.

T he  s k ip  o f Team  B r it is h  C o lu m b ia  won 
the 2000 Scott T ou rnam en t o f Hearts  due, in  
la rge  m easure, to the poor p lay o f O n ta r io ’s 
A n n e  M e rk lin g e r  .

L aw  sto le  a to ta l o f fou r points, pu tt in g  the 
f in a l n a ils  in to  the co ff in  o f the O n ta r io  r in k , 
w h ic h  a lso  lo st in  the 1998 Scott fin a l.

“ We ju s t  dec ided now is  the tim e ,” says Law, 
who p lays out o f the R ichm ond  C u r l in g  C lub . 
“ I guess we ju s t got a lit t le  b it  o f a ro l l there.”

A n d  t h e ir  t im in g  was perfect, B r it is h  
C o lu m b ia  s ta rted  o ff s low  in  round -rob in  p lay 
but ended the tou rnam en t in  P r in c e  George by 
re e lin g  o ff s ix  s tra ig h t w ins.

N o t o n ly  w i l l  the r in k  by heading to G la s ­
gow, Scotland  fo r the w orld  cham p ionsh ip s  
but they ea rned  a be rth  in  the 2002 O lym p ic  
tr ia ls .

The  focus was on Law, but the rea l heroes 
fo r Team  B.C. tu rned  out to be th ird  J u lie  
S k in n e r  and second G eorg ina  W heatcroft.

In  S u n d a y ’s f in a l,  S k in n e r  ou tsho t h e r 
O n ta r io  co un te rp a rt 81 per cent to 58 per cent.

“ D id  I?” was the V ic t o r ia ’s n a tive  f irs t  
response to the question  o f he r dom inance  at 
th ird .

A fte r  ta k in g  a sabba tica l from  the sport, 
S k in n e r  (better know n in  the cu r lin g  w orld  as 
J u l ie  Su tton) is  a fo rm e r Canad ian  cham p ion  
as a s k ip  and decided to hook up w ith  Law, 
W heatc ro ft and lead D iane Ne lson  to form  
w hat was ca lled  the ‘B .C . Dream  Team .’

“ I t ’s been hard  be ing  a th ird , but I watched 
m y s is te r fo r years and had a good idea o f 
w hat it takes. I sort o f fe ll in to  the role, la te r 
in  the year.”

S k in n e r  was named Scott M V P  and was 
awarded the shot o f the game fo r a freeze in  
the sem i-fina l aga inst M an itoba  that started 
the end fo r C onn ie  La libe rte .

The  o the r key m em ber was second 
G eo rg ina  W heatcroft, who not on ly  cu r led  76 
per cent but dragged p len ty o f rocks in to  the 
house. W heatcroft and N e lson ’s w orth to the 
team  was d isp layed in  the sem i-fina l when 
seve ra l law  th row s nearly  cam e up sho rt o f 
the house —  w ithou t those shots, B.C. w ou ld  
have been w atch ing  from  the stands.

A s  the team prepares for the worlds, W heat­

cro ft says the confidence  le ve l is  boom ing. 
“ We put eve ry th ing  in to  that gam e,” says says. 
“ We le ft e ve ry th ing  on the ice  because we 
knew  if  we d id n ’t, we w ou ldn ’t w in .”

W heatcroft, who played th ird  on a C an a ­
d ian  and w orld  cham p ion sh ip  team  in  the 
1980s, says the team has the experience  to rep ­
resent Canada well.

“ We seem to hand le  the p ressu re  pre tty  
good,” says W heatcroft.

“ W ith  J u lie  h av ing  been there before, and 
my be ing there, the rest o f the team w il l be 
able to draw  o ff th a t.”

Kelley Law and her B.C. rink fought back to win the Scott in front of the home-province crowd.

By Shane Mills


