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M id w ife ry  case h ighlights tradeoffs o f reg u latio n
The province's attempt to regulate the practice or 

midwifery has given birth  to twin consequences, say 
those involved with the profession.

On the positive side, the practice is more closely mon­
itored and access to a midwive’s services has increased.

But, when the B.C. College of Midwives took one of 
the province’s best-known home-birth attendants to 
court to prevent her from delivering babies, it left women 
wondering if the bureaucracy that has built up around 
midwifery would end up causing them more harm  than 
good.

On February 2, a B.C. Supreme Court judge granted 
the College’s application for an injunction against Gloria 
Lemay. It prohibits her from calling herself a midwife 
and from carrying out any of the activities allowed 
under midwifery regulations, including “managing 
spontaneous normal vaginal deliveries."

In a press release, the college says it pursued the 
injunction because it believes Ms. Lemay is “a danger to 
the public.”

It says it has received numerous complaints from the

public about Ms. Lemay’s practice. The College alleges 
Ms. Lemay failed to monitor the well-being of mothers 
and babies in her care, and was not prepared to respond 
in emergency situations.

Ms. Lemay is known among the midwifery commu­
nity as a “birth attendant with hefty experience, and a 
long history of attending b irth s,” said Mary Ann 
Allaart, coordinator of the the B.C. Women’s Midwifery 
Practice in Vancouver.

In her opinion Ms. Lemay is “absolutely not” a dan­
ger to her clients. “Births are dangerous,” she says, “life 
is dangerous."

Ms. Allaart is worried that the process of registering 
midwives is taking away women’s freedom to choose 
how, where and with whose help they will give birth.

“You can’t regulate how women give b irth ,” she says. 
“You can’t put women into a box. You can try, but they 
wont stay there.”

Cheryl Francis, the Prince George coordinator for the 
Midwifery Task Force, delivered her most recent child in 
the care of a midwife.

She says since mid wives have been forced to register, 
rural women have been "left out in the cold.” She says 
women are coming from as far away as Kitimat to give 
birth in a host-home with Prince George’s only midwife, 
because birth attendants who have chosen not to register 
have “gone right underground.”

But Ms. Francis says, on balance, the move to register 
midwives so they can bill the B.C. health care system for 
their services has been a positive step.

“On the whole, for women who couldn’t afford the cou­
ple of thousand dollars it costs to have a home birth, 
their level of access has increased. And they know that 
with a registered midwife there is at least some standard 
of safety. They know that she has jumped through the 
appropriate hoops.”

Jane Kilthei, registrar of the B.C. College of Mid­
wives, says the college’s first task is to protect the public 
from women who are not qualified to safely deliver 
babies. Then, she says, they will work towards encourag­
ing registered midwives to move to communities that are 
underserved.
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THE CHRISTIAN'S SABBATH: WHICH DAY OF THE WEEK?
( S e c o n d  in  t h i s  s e r i e s )

W h y  d o  C h r is t ia n s  now  obse rve  the first day  o f the w eek  fo r w o rsh ip  an d  not the seventh? We 
do  so fo llo w in g  the e xam p le  o f  C h r is t , the L o rd  o f  the Sabbath . E v e ry  w e ek  o f  H is  l ife  the 
Lo rd  “ w en t in to  the synagogue  on  the sabbath  d a y ” as " H is  cu stom  w a s"  (Lu.4:16). Tw o  days  
before H is  death  H e  p ro no un ced  ju dgm en t on  the tem p le , s a y in g  "Your (no t "m y " )  h ou se  is 
le ft u n to  y o u  de so la te " (Mat.23:38). It is  m ost s ig n if ic a n t tha t a fte r H is  re su rre ctio n  Jesus 
altered h is  life - lo ng  practice  a nd  never again participated in seventh-day Sabbath worship!

H e  m et in  a g a th e r in g  w ith  H is  d is c ip le s  on  the f irs t an d  second  o ccu rren ce s  o f the now - 
in au g u ra te d  f irs t-da y  Sabbath  (Jn.20:19,26). A f te r  H is  a scen s ion  H e  m et w ith  H is  ga the red  
d is c ip le s  o n  the f ir s t  d a y  o f  the w eek, p o u r in g  o u t H is  S p ir it  u p o n  them  on  the d a y  o f 
Pentecost (A c ts  20:1). These  m eetings o f  C h r is t  w ith  the  ch u rch  e stab lish  the pa tte rn  in  the 
present age. It is Christ Himself, the Lord of the Sabbath, who changed the day (M a tt.12:8; Mk.2:28; 
Lu.6:5). T h is  w as  re co g n ize d  b y  the d is c ip le s , w h o  c o n t in u e d  th is  p ra c t ic e  in  the N e w  
Testam ent ch u rch  (Ac.20:7; I C o r . l6 : l,2 ,  Rev.l:10). C o n t ra ry  to the o ft-repea ted  cha rg e  o f 
Seven th -day A d ve n t ism , the C h r is t ia n  chu rch  does not keep  the f irs t d a y  o f the w eek  on  the 
supposed  basis that the church changed the day. Christ Himself changed the day o f worship!

The e a r ly  d is c ip le s  met on  the f ir s t  day o f the w eek  to ob se rve  the L o rd 's  S up p e r and  hear the 
p reach ing  o f G o d 's  W ord  (A ct. 20:7). P a u l co m m an d ed  that the c o lle c t io n  fo r the sa in ts  be­
taken on  the  first day o f the w eek, w h en  the chu rch  m et fo r w o rsh ip , so  there w o u ld  be no  
need fo r a spec ia l co lle c t io n . If the ch u rch  p ra ctice  w a s  to  m eet on  the seven th  day, there 
w o u ld  have  to be a "s p e c ia l c o lle c t io n "  i f  they  ga the red  on  the  f ir s t  day. T he  a p o s to lic  
com m and  w o u ld  becom e to ta lly  m ean ing less!

In the in f in ite  w isdom  o f  G o d  the language o f the fou rth  com m an dm en t fits  bo th  the seventh- 
day  and  f irs t-day  Sabbath. It does not read  "the  seven th  d a y  of the week is  the sabbath  o f  the 
L O R D  th y  G o d . . . ' bu t s im p ly  "the  seventh  day ." The  pa tte rn  in  e ve ry  age -  from  crea tion  to 
the present -  is  s ix  days  o f lab ou r and one day  o f rest u n to  the Lord .

Peter te lls  u s that C h r is t le ft "u s  an exam p le , that (we) sh o u ld  fo llo w  in  h is  steps" (1 Pet.2:21). 
T h is  in c lu d e s  e ve ry  aspect o f  o u r C h r is t ia n  expe rience , no t just s u ffe r in g  fo r o u r  fa ith fu l 
w itne ss  fo r H im . In o b se rv in g  the firs t d a y  o f the w eek  as o u r d a y  o f  rest and  w o rsh ip , the 
C h r is t ia n  church  fo llo w s  the exam p le  o f H e r Lo rd  and K ing .

Next week: What is the purpose of the Lord’s Day?

Join us for o u r Lord's Day Services 
Sun. School 10:00 a.m. Morning Worship 11:00 a.m. Evening Service 6:30 p.m.

Heritage Free Presbyterian Church
4020 Balsum Road, Prince George

Questions or comments? Call us at 962-8232 $ ^ £ 0

Prince George l

Family Worship Centre
3 4 0 0  H a r t  H i g h w a y  

(2 5 0 )  9 6 2 - 2 9 9 3

S e r v ic e s :  S u n d a y  1 0 :0 0  a m  
T h u r s d a y  R e n e w a l  - 7 :0 0  p m  

F r i d a y  R e n e w a l  - 7 :0 0  p m

V̂rcVou Searching?
St. Mary’s Catholic Church is holding 
a series of “Inquiry Sessions” on the 

Catholic Faith -  C om e & S ee !

A Worm Welcome Awaits you!!
St. Mary’s Church • Freeman St. Entrance
M o n d a y  E v e n in g s  
C o ffe e ’s  O n  7 :0 0  pm  
P ro g ra m  B e g in s  7 :3 0  pm

For more  in fo  call: 
R e c t o r y  at 5 6 4 -4 0 9 7  
A n n  o r  C h u c k  9 6 4 -6 5 3 7

Heritage Free 
Presbyterian Church

4020 Balsum Road, Prince George

Join us for our Lord's Day Services
S un . School 10:00 a.m . • M orn ing  W orship 11:00 a.m . 

E ven ing  S ervice 6:30 p.m .

For more information call 962-8232

G a tew a y  C h r is t ia n  
M in is t r ie s

(Formerly Full Gospel Christian Fellowship)
I f  you  cannot attend Sunday Service, you are welcome to attend

S a t u r d a y  N i g h t  7 :0 0  - 8 :3 0  

2055  - 2 0 th  A v en u e
R ides are ava ilable for Sunday Service. Please call the church 

office 563-1003 before Sun d ay  9:00 a.m.

S u n d a y  M o r n in g  - 10:00 - 12:00
^ fo i^ l^ g e s ^ u i r s e r y ^ v a i la b le ^ W / ic r e y o H r n c e  J
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