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Randy Wagner was
already excited about the
high quality of volleyball
in Prince George and the
Power League 2000 tourna
ment has done nothing to
change his mind.

The game has been
growing locally for eight
years, estimates the for
mer Olympian and chief
organizer of the 20-team
men’s and women'’s week-
end tournament at the Col-
lege of New Caledonia.
“Every year it seems to get
a little bigger and a little
better.”

The Prince George
Youth Volleyball Club has
about 300 members in its
fifth season. Club volley
ball in Prince George has
grown from about five or
six teams each year to
about 35 teams this year,
he figures. Club volleyball
is separate from high
school teams, although
many high school players
are on club teams for that
season from January to
May.

Club teams mingled
with college teams in the
tournament, with the
Grande Prairie Regional
College Wolves winning
the men’s title and the
Smithers Cheers earning
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Watson looks
to next year

next season in spite of
losing graduating veter-
ans such as five-year
Spruce King defenceman
David Keough and his 87
points during the regular
season. Other Kings who
will be too old to play for
them next season are for-
wards Derek Dinelle (81
points) and Steve Wilejto
as well as defencemen
Ken Henderson and Paul
Fisher.

Watson hopes for big
things next season from
Lalonde (48 goals), Brent
Williams (41 goals) as
well as fellow forwards
John Morlang, John Hop-
son, Bill Collins and Kol
ida.

“The back end could
be different not having a
Keough, a Fisher or a
Henderson back there,”
admits Watson, who will
have to recruit blueline
replacements
Unlike this season, when
he had to audition sev-
eral netminders before
settling on Kevin
Lapointe as the starter,
Watson has a pleasant
problem for next season.
Lapointe is eligible to
return as a 20-year-old.
Dean Schultz, a year
younger than Lapointe,
started five of six playoff
games.

liminary-round play at the Power League tournament. Jown McKenzie/Free Press

the women'’s honours.

The Cheers downed the
Grande Prairie Hawks 25-
23, 25-23 in the women's
championship match.

The Junior Wolves,
helped by Kelly Road grads
Murray Laidlaw and Jason
Weaver, subdued the Fort
St. John Pounders 25-23, 25
27, 15-10 for the men'’s title.

“It's awesome to come
back and see all my
friends,” says the 18-year
old Laidlaw.
them came and watched
and that was good to see.
It’s fun to play back at
CNC.”

Wagner says Laidlaw
and Weaver played well in
the tournament. “They're
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Tickets $20.00 ea. and are available
at the Hart Community Office or

A Spruce Capital Feeds
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“Some of

a couple of - really strong
players. They were strong
in high school and they’ve
only gotten stronger since
then.”

Grande Prairie finished
third in Canada this sea
son. Laidlaw and Weaver
got to play after a starter
broke an ankle.

“I gained lots of confi
dence,” Laidlaw says.
“Hopefully next year I'll
come out and be one of the
leaders. This year, I wasn’t
a leader. I was first off the
bench, second off the
bench. Hopefully next

year, I'll start.”

Young players with sim-
ilar ambitions would have
had their eyes opened dur-

ing the weekend tourna-
ment because they got to
play older teams.

“What it does for the
younger players is it gives
them an opportunity to see
first hand what the game
is like at a very high level,”
Wagner says. “The players
they’re playing against are
generally very seasoned
veterans and very skilled
and very talented. For
these young guys to be put
on the court with them is
really good. The young
guys seem to be confident
enough to hold their own.
Even if they're out-
matched, they seem to
raise their game up to a
higher level.”

PRESENTS

Yeor' Best Lookin' Duds &
ABoots and Wrassle Yerself a Partner
for a Dosie-doe!

“} Featuring the Fabulous Prince George Country-Rock Band....
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Git up Fer the Hoe-Down on

1y, March 25"

Get your advertising dollar working for you and impact the
biggest number of potential customers with Prince George's Total
Market Coverage newspaper
for a lot less than you think
Distributed to over 30,500 households and businesses
Source: Sepcamber 1998 CCAB audit
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Elaine, now at
Ospika Pet and
Farm Supplies
invites you to come
and experience our
5-Star Grooming.
Let us clean up your
best friend before
the mud season
arrives.

Call 563-1993 for appointment
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Powder King
390cm snow base with 23cm new snow. Open Thurs. -
Sun., 9am-3pm.

Purden Ski Village X
Check out our website at purden.com for current
conditions. Open Fri. - Mon., 9am - 3:30pm.

Tabor Mountain
Open until the end of Spring Break.

Weeknights 6:30pm - 9:30pm, Sat. & Sun. 10am - 4pm,
Sun. evenings 6:30 - 9:30pm

Troll Ski Resort
Open Daily 9am - 3:30pm. Superb Spring skiing.

Open 7 days a week until April 2nd. 10am - 4pm.
Snow base - 135¢cm with Scm new snow - excellent skiing.
urray Ridge

82cm base with more on the way. Good spring
conditions, Hours: 9:30 - 3:30.

Marmot Basin - Jasper
Settled snow pack: 95cm. mid-mtn. with more on the
way. 53 runs and all lifts operating.

Alpine Base of 252cm. 85 Alpine runs open. 38 country
trails open.

217¢m snowbase @ mid-mountain. 6 lifts / 80 trails
are open.

WINTERLAND SKIi

The Ski & Snowboard experts.
Our commitment to ourselves and our customers

CLOTHING BY
COLUMBIA, DESCENTE,
PHENIX, THE NORTH
FACE, SPYDER,
WESTBEACH, BURTON

=2 1191 First Avenue~ 564-9333




