
. t v < *

A22
; u ?  * * ^ 2 .  ; , I U 1  >; n  H i i  n r
T H E  F R E E  PR E S S  T R A V E L  A P R IL  30, 2000

S u i i l

Open markets and spectacular scenery greet visitors to Basel.

S w i t z e r l a n d ’ s  S e c o n d  C i t y

B a sel may not get the glory, but you may be surprised
Story & photo by 
Chris Potter
T o be honest, if I 

hadn't taken a 
Rhine cruise last 
summer, Basel 

might have remained a 
blank on my list of travel 
experiences. And that 
would have been a pity.

Sitting in stately splen
dour where the Rhine bends 
to the north, Basel is on the 
intersection of three coun
tries; Switzerland (it’s that 
nation’s second-largest city, 
with a population of 200,000), 
France, and Germany. It’s 
the terminus of several 
Rhine cruise itineraries, and 
a convenient base for tour
ing around this part of 
Europe.

We stayed in a charming, 
small hotel-Au Violon-in 
the old part of town, in a por 
tion of what used to be the 
city jail. Our room looked 
over the old church square 
(Leonardskircheplatz), and 
its bustling Saturday-morn
ing market. The higgledy- 
piggledy building housing 
Au Violon dates, in some 
places, to Roman times, and 
has since been a castle, a 
monastery, and a prison. Its 
incarnation as a hotel is very

recent—so recent that the 
taxi driver, arriving to take 
us to the train station for our 
trip back to Amsterdam- 
asked incredulously: “You 
stayed in the jail?” Although, 
as was pointed out to me by 
one of the partners, “It has 
always been a hotel of sorts, 
especially when it was a 
monastery and a prison!”

Basel is a city of culture. 
Its 31 museums are dedi
cated to just about every 
interest. Take time to browse 
around the Culture
Museum, featuring the 
largest ethnological collec
tion in Switzerland, and visit 
the Art Museum, where 
you’ll be greeted by Rodin’s 
bronze grouping, Citizens of 
Calais.

Above all, take time to 
visit the Munster (Cathe
dral) and its Cloisters (some 
parts dating to the original 
building of 1019), and the 
recently restored City Hall. 
They are nothing short of 
magnificent, and the latter 
has been the city’s symbol 
for 400 years. Its combina
tion of costly late gothic and 
renaissance elements make 
it architecturally unique, 
and the rich frescoes deco
rating the inner courtyard

T h e  B e s t  I n  W e s t !
Includes Continental Breakfast, 
Free Parking, In-Room Coffee, 

Local Phone Calls and

Q u a l i t y  In n  A  S u ite s  
M e tro to w n

3484 K ingsw ay 
Vancouver, B.C. 
1-888-228-2111

Quality
Inn

ALL ON US!
Q u a li t y  In n  A irp o r t

I 725 SE M arine Dr 
Vancouver, B.C.

1-800-663-67 IS

Cut this & receive $ 1 0 .0 0  OFF your 
room rate when presented at check-in.
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can be viewed from multiple 
vantage points. The wealth 
shown in the town hall is 
reflected in the library (1787) 
overlooking the Rhine. It’s 
worth stepping inside to 
gaze around the 18th-cen
tury ideal of what a library 
should be.

Don’t get the idea that 
this is a city devoid of mod 
ern-day offerings. There’s 
plenty of nightlife to suit 
most tastes. Basel has been 
known as a jazz town since 
the 1920s, and features many 
and varied musical offer
ings, including huge rock 
concerts in the St. Jakob 
football stadium where the 
Rolling Stones and Tina 
Turner have performed.

I was in Basel for only two 
nights and was sorry to 
leave. Don’t make the same

mistake: stay a while.
If You go:

You can fly from Vancou
ver with KLM Royal Dutch 
Airlines to Amsterdam, 
where you can board the 
MV Deutschland (a river- 
boat in the KD Cruise fleet) 
for a five-night cruise to 
Basel.

Au Violon hotel: Im Lin- 
denhof 4, 4051 Basel, Tel: 
011-41-61-69-87-11 One night 
double room with breakfast, 
about $110.

More information on 
Basel, and Switzerland in 
general, from Switzerland 
Tourism, 926 The East 
Mall, Etobicoke, ON, M9B 
6K1 Tel: 416/695-2090 Fax: 
416/695-2774 or web:
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LONDON
DRUGS'

APRIL 25 SUPERFLYER
Prices effective April 24,2000 

__________ thru May 14,2000__________

P. 10 PEEK FREANS COOKIES - SuperFlyer should state price at $2 49 
each

P 11 G. CORNING ELECTRIC BLENDER Superflyer incorrectly states 
product has glass jar. Actual product has plastic jar

P 16 P. VASE
Q. BEER COOLER 
R. ICE BUCKET and 

■ S. WATERING CAN - Due to shipping delay these products will be late 
in arriving. Rainchecks available

P 17 T. C0SC0 FOLDING TABLE - Due to shipping delay product will be 
late in arriving. Rainchecks available.

P. 25 C. PENTAX 105G ZOOM - Text should read 5 point wide area 
autotocus

P 29 E. PANASONIC AM/FM CO PORTABLE and
F. PANASONIC AM/FM CD PORTABLE WITH REMOTE - Due to
shipping delay product will be late in arriving Rainchecks available

London Drugs regrets any inconvenience this may 
have caused their customers.
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T R A U E J C  s c a w s
A New Version of the Crying Game

“The sights and smells ot the souk (market) in this North African city 
are very exciting Exotic souvenirs, exotic people and what’s this, a 
group of Nuns' following us at a distance. Maybe they are curious 
about our dress and customs. Hmmm . maybe not. We go through a 
particularly crowded area and the 'Nuns’ brush by us. We realize 
shortly afterward that my wife's purse has a slash in the side and 
fortunately, only her eye glass case was stolen." -  A traveller's true 
account.
In the same city, a veiled “woman" in black follows us through the 
maze of tiny alleyways. “Her" demeanor is a bit gruff and "she" seems 
to be very interested in what we buy, where we put our wallets and 
where we go next. -  Another true story
Comments: The “nuns" and the veiled “woman" were, most likely, men 
in disguise. Not that women cannot perpetrate crimes, but the disguise 
technique certainly disarms travellers and sometimes they may even 
lower their guard and relax a bit. Afterall, would a “nun" steal your 
wallet? Would a veiled “woman" even approach a man with criminal 
intent in mind? This technique is very successful in some countries 
where tourists simply are not aware of scam artists and all the ruses at 
their disposal The lesson is to never let your guard down. Always be 
aware of your surroundings Always safeguard your possessions -  
even if you are alone and there is only a group of “nuns" in the vicinity.

D A Y  G U L F  
O F  A L A S K A
'2 F O R  I "  L O V E  B O A T  

  S A V E R  F A R E S
Sail between Anchorage &  Vancouver 

I S ea  P r in c e s s
June 3 Fares from 
June 10 Fares from 

I D a w n  P r in c e s s  
June 12 Fares from 

I S u n  P r in c e s s  
June 5 Fares from 

I O c e a n  P r in c e s s

942.00 CAD Inside
1014.00 CAD Inside

1014.00 CAD Inside

942.00 CAD Inside

June 10 Fares from 1014.00 cad inside
Fares are cruise only. Non-ai 
Subject to availability, and i

, per person based on double occupancy, 
iclude port charges

■  H | F |  m  1 3 I I  S u n b u rst  Travel 
U  an d  C ru is e  Ltd.
Locally Owned and' Operated • Open Saturdays!

1-800-753-0$53
2 6 0  V ictoria  St. 5 6 2 - 5 4 4 4

STAY • in comfort at the HOLIDAY INN METROTOWN, the 
only hotel attached to the mall.

SHOP - in British Columbia’s largest shopping complex, with 
over 450 stores & outlets.

PLAY • at Playdium, with over 200 interactive state-of-the-art 
attractions to challenge your mind.

OR • relax & take in a movie at one of 22 cinemas, ail 
connected to the hotel.

Located in downtown Burnaby, at the geographic centre of 
Greater Vancouver. Scenic 15 minutes to downtown 

Vancouver via adjacent Skytrain.
ASK FOR OUR STAY, SHOP & PLAY PACKAGE

C A LL T O LL FREE FOR RESERVATIONS 
1-877-323-1177


