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Think about having fun without beer, says Jack Bleiler (really, he says that).

Are you ready to party like

After witnessing, first-
hand, a whole shwack (as
partial

opposed to a
shwack) of chil-
dren’s birthday
parties this past
weekend, I have
once again come
to the conclusion
that children, left
to their own
designs, are way
better at life than
most adults. Way

ingested several pounds. It's
the closest they come to sub-
stance abuse. But unlike the
lubricating qualities
of alcohol relied on
by adults, sugar is
merely fuel for kids.
While adults need
alchohol just to get
the rusty wheels
rolling, the kids are
already greased up
and ready for action.
They’re only utiliz-

better than me, Jack ing sugar to main-

that’s for sure. Blei tain their momen-

Kids dig par- ler tum. Reach maxi-
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ties. And not in
the same way
those of us in the post-
pubescent age bracket dig
parties. Our idea of a good
party necessarily involves a
massive quantity of social
lubricant (“beer” or an
equivalent, friction-reduc-
ing substance), around
which the rest of the activi-
ties revolve.

The occasion, the events,
the location; none of these
factors is a vital compo-
nent. Load up a bunch of
adults with booze, and
they’ll party like preschool-
ers no matter where they
are, even at a funeral.(“I
loved that guy like a
brother. What’s that? He
was my brother?”)

At one of the birthday
parties we attended, a small
clot of parents was dis-
cussing a recent adult party
which featured alcohol-
induced comas and
drunken home renovations.
This is commonly the end
result of adult parties, and

no one seems to mind. It '

makes for colourful story-
telling. In fact, if you
watched an adult party
unfold from a safe distance,
you might assume uncon-
ciousness and minor van-
dalism were the ultimate
goals from the very begin-
ning.

But that’s not really the
goal. No, what adults are
trying to achieve with their
partying is a state of child-
like euphoria; to put aside
their grown-up, mature,
responsible ways, if only
for a moment, and recap-
ture the natural, instinc-
tive, and spontaneous joy of
childhood.

And they will never get
there.

By the time an adult has
consumed enough alcohol
to forget his grown-up con-
cerns, that little spark of
innocence and glee he was
trying to access is ham-
mered as well. When finally
that inner child is turned
loose, it’s more interested
in mayhem than merri-
ment.

There has to be an easier
way to release your impris-
oned imp, and after study-
ing the kids at play this
weekend, I think I might
have found it.

Certainly, sugar plays a
crucial role. Each child

mum speed as

quickly as possible,

and keep the pedal on the
floor. That's key.

And don’t worry about

any people or objects you

might collide with. Kids

aren't concerned about
appearances, or politeness,
or antagonism, or any phys-
ical injury shy of decapita
tion. They bolt around with
wild abandon bouncing
off lawn furniture, knock
ing over plants, stomping
on household pets — a vast,
undulating mass of minia-
ture humans, pound for
pound one of nature’s most
powerful destructive forces.
Another advantage the
kids’' parties have is the
complete lack of sexual ten
sion. You rarely see an ine-
briated four-year-old hit-
ting on the hostess. At adult
gatherings, on the other
hand, this has been known
tp cause problems.
Basically, the reason
kids have so much fun at

parties is because they're
kids. They're not worried
about the chocolate cake
smeared all over their
faces; they don’t care if
they’ve got to get up early
tomorrow. They’re living in
the now and a party doesn'’t
come along every day
(except last weekend), and
nothing’s going to stop
them from barrelling along
full tilt until they can’t bar-
rel no more,

Eventually, we’ll beat
that out of them, but before
we do, maybe we should try
to learn a lesson from the
little darlings. And that les-
son is to un-learn every-
thing that makes us
“adults.” Let go of our
mutual funds and our col-
lege degrees and our

a kid?

damned propriety, and,
without the benefit of
booze, barge into a party
with a faceful of cake and a
fistful of Silly String. That’s
what we’re all really long
ing to do, isn’t it?

The other thing I learned
this weekend is that you can
only get away with this,
when you are older than
five, if you are dressed as
Gigi the Clown. Otherwise,
people start to shoo their
children away from you and
remember urgent garden-
ing projects they must
immediately attend to.

Plus, I discovered that —
in an emergency — suffi-
cient amounts of coffee,
nicotine, and sugar will
produce an amazingly beer-
like effect. Imagine that!
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Hospital Auxiliary
Thrift Shop
277 George St.
564-7707
Winter clothing, boots,
dishes, drapes, cotton &
grease rags, books, craft
material, quilts.
Donations gratefully

». accepted during
store hours:
Mon-Sat, 10am-4pm
All proceeds go towards
equipment for. PG.R.H.
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Lease
for

2000 Sierra Extended Cab 4X4
with third door

S

Unbelievadeal!

Air Conditioning - All Weather
GVWR: 2903 KG (6400 LB)
AXLE - Locking Differential

0ff-Road Skid Plate Package
Radio - AM/FM Stereo w/Cassette
Front Grille w/Chrome Accents

~ Deluxe Appearance

349

Per
Month

Plus Tax

* Payments based on 36 month Smartiease, with $3,880 down plus taxes, $400 security deposit, 0.A.C.

Total amount pald §16,426.36 plus taxes. Contact dealer for full detalls.

[]

PONTIAC
1111 Central Street ¢ Tel:(250)563-0271 * Toll Free: 1-800-774-5822

The Smart Way To Go

* If you don’t use it, don't pay for it
* Choose the terms you need
*» Take ady ge of lower

* Exclusive discounts for SMARTLEASE customers
* Solve your resale and trade-in worries

-l)ﬂvumnmdﬂwyoumny
* Drive a new vehicie more often

* Lock-in a guaranteed purchase price
* You always have the option to buy
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You Can
Count On Us!
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