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Prince George's

B E S T  B E T S

►  C a t  s t ill h a s  it
Cat Stevens
The Very Best of Cat Stevens

I don’t usua lly  give any attention to 
G reatest H its album s, but th is  is  
worth an exception.

It is a worthy rem inder that Cat 
w as one o f the best s in g er /so n g w rit­
ers o f the m odern age. It is h is  m ost 
com p reh en sive  retrosp ective  a v a il­
able and perhaps it signals a com e­
back from obscurity  for the man now  
nam ed Yusuf Islam , who s till records  
m usic (m ostly  for charity).

►  P a rty  with the B ro th e rs
Chemical Brothers
Brother’s Gonna Work It Out

Great sam ple ch o ices, the u su a l 
Chem. Bros, m ix talent, a lot o f com ­
m ercia l appeal but it tends to go on 
and on and on and... It’s a great album  
to toss on at a party or on a long drive, 
but it ’s not for intent lis ten in g  p lea­
sure.

P la

J. Englishman
Poor Li’l Rock Star

The C anadian rock m u sic  scen e  
has been m aturing lately, w ith the  
lik es o f  Jet Set Satellite, Tal B ach­
man, Matt Good Band and now J. Eng­
lishm an. You’ve probably heard h is  
hit s in g le  “M ore” but the album is 
m uch m ore varied and creative than  
that one fin e tune alone. Loaded w ith  
equal parts attitude and sensitivity, 
and buckets o f great production, it is  
a sure way to rem em ber the good  
tim es o f sum m er 2000.

T he halt has been halted. The 
Canadian Northern Chil­
dren’s Festival suffered 
from a mild case o f perfor- 
mus interuptus, which shut 

the fam ily festival down for a year, but 
that illness has passed. As of this 
week, the show is back on again.

“The response from people has 
been great. The response from schools 
has been really great. We were able to 
catch them for their spring plans. I 
think they were very happy to see us 
back again. I think people realized 
that the festival is an essential part of 
Prince George. A real landmark for 
the city,” says Melony Forster, the 
rookie president of the all-new festi­
val board. She and about a half-dozen 
other key organizers have done 
almost all the work them selves to re­
establish the festival in a new, contem ­
porary, efficient package. It wasn’t

The C anad ian  
N orthern  C h ild ren ’s  
F estiva l is back in  a 
n ew , sleeker fo r m a t

easy. Momentum doesn’t just kick in 
again.

“It makes planning a wedding look 
easy We’re talking about 45,000 guests, 
plus volunteers. It sure is bigger than 
arguing over what kind of wedding 
cake you want,” Melony says, laughing. 
The only reason she jumped on board 
at all was because she is a children's 
entertainer by occupation and couldn’t 
stand to see the premier kid’s event in 
Northern B.C. go down the tubes.

It was lonely work. Only a few peo­
ple cared to join her in the rescue

effort. She says it was frustrating to 
have such overwhelm ing responsibil­
ity forced on them, but she also appre­
ciates the freedom that allowed. All 
the ideas on the table were new ideas. 
The festival could not survive the 
same old way, so they felt no pain  
throwing out old notions and insert­
ing new ones.

The first thing to get the axe was 
the old Fort George Park location. The 
park was lovely, but the tents required 
to hold the entertainm ent cost about 
$45,000. The Kin Centres, however, 
were cheap, available and decked out 
with all the trim m ings a family festi­
val could want.

Next came re vamping the line-up. 
There was hardly any money avail­
able for expensive talent, so they lined 
up local acts plus a few strategic head­
liners. Their little bit of money went

P l e a se  tu r n  to  F e st iv a l , Pa g e  B 4

S100FIRE SUPRESSION LEVEL 2 WORKSAFE LEVEL 3 FLAGGING TRANSPORTATION ENDORSEMENT

Jun. 5-16 
$575”

Transportation Endorsement
Dates: May 27
Investment: $65”
WCB Level 3 Recertification 
Dates: Jun. 26-30
Investment: $465”
Foodsafe 
Dates: May 27
SALE: $40“

s s e

9 6 0 - U J L 2

Emergency or Standard First Aid
Dates: Jun. 3 & 4
Investment: $60” /$100” 
Childsafe 
Dates: Jun. 10
Investment: $45”
Childsafe Recertification 
Dates: Jun. 11
Investment: $30“

►  M ore fro m  E n g lish m a n
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