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B a n d / L e a d e r

Gertraud Martchin conducts the Dawson Creek Kiwanis Band at the com­
munity bands concert in Fort George Park on Saturday.

John McKenzie/Free Press

Arts Council wants gallery
A n  u m b r e l l a  g r o u p  fo r  

P r in c e  G e o r g e  a r t s  g r o u p s  
i s  s t i l l  w a i t i n g  a f t e r  18 
m o n t h s  to  le a r n  i f  it  c a n  
m a n a g e  t h e  c u r r e n t  P r in c e  
G e o r g e  A r t  G a l le r y  b u i ld ­
i n g  w h e n  i t  b e c o m e s  
v a c a n t .

T h e  a g i n g  t w o - s t o r e y  
b u i l d i n g  o n  15 th  A v e n u e  
b e c o m e s  v a c a n t  b y  J u l y  
w i t h  t h e  m o v e  to  th e  n e w  
b u i l d i n g  d o w n t o w n ,  b u t  
t h e  C o m m u n i t y  A r t s  
C o u n c i l  s t i l l  d o e s n ’t k n o w  
i f  it  w i l l  b e  a b le  to  m o v e  in .

City council will make 
no commitment until the 
Official Community Plan 
review is complete, the 
m anager of real estate ser­
vices for the City of Prince 
George wrote to the arts 
council th is month. City 
hall adm in istration  will 
recommend a use for the 
building at th a t time, 
explains Ian Wells. The 
OCP review is expected to  
be finished by December.

T h e  a r t s  c o u n c i l  m a d e  a  
p r e s e n t a t io n  to  c it y  c o u n ­
c i l  i n  O c t o b e r  1998 e x p r e s s ­
i n g  a n  in t e r e s t  in  a c q u i r ­
i n g  t h e  b u i ld in g ,  s a y s  c u r ­
r e n t  p r e s id e n t  J o - A n n  
M e r k e l .

I f  it  g o t  a c c e s s,  t h e  a r t s  
c o u n c i l  w o u ld  m o v e  i t s  
a d m in i s t r a t i v e  o f f ic e  a n d  
t ic k e t - s e l l i n g  o p e r a t io n  
f r o m  n e a r b y  S t u d io  2880, 
s h e  sa y s .  T h e  s e c o n d  f lo o r  
o f  t h e  c u r r e n t  a r t  g a l le r y  
b u i ld i n g  w o u ld  b e  u se d  fo r  
t h e  A r t  G a l le r y  o f  H o n o u r ,  
a n  a r t s  c o u n t e r p a r t  to  the

Prince George Sports Hall 
of Fame. Eight inductees 
have been admitted 
already and more will be 
chosen every two years, 
she explains.

“W e  h a v e  w r it e -u p s  o n  
a l l  o f  t h e m  a n d  p ic tu re s ,  
a n d  w e  w a n t  t o  d is p la y  it.”

I f  t h e  a c q u i s i t io n  i s  
a p p ro ve d , th e  c u r r e n t  c o n ­
s i g n m e n t  s a le s  a re a  f o r  
lo c a l  a r t i s a n s  w o u ld  b e  
e x p a n d e d  a n d  th e  a r t s  
c o u n c i l  w o u ld  h a v e  m o re  
r e n t a l  sp a ce . T h e  P r in c e  
G e o rg e  S y m p h o n y  O r c h e s ­
t ra ,  f o r  e x a m p le ,  h a s  
e x p re s s e d  in te re st  in  m o v ­
in g  i t s  o ff ic e  to  th e  m a in  
f lo o r  f r o m  it s  c u r r e n t  lo c a ­
t io n  o n  S t u d io  2880’s  se c ­
o n d  floor, M r s .  M e r k e l  sa y s .

I n  a  le t te r  to  c i t y  h a l l  
la s t  m o n th ,  s h e  w ro te  th a t  
th e  a r t s  c o u n c i l  i s  w o r k in g  
t o w a r d  s e t t in g  u p  a  b o a rd  
d e v e lo p m e n t  t r a i n i n g  c e n ­
t re  f o r  a l l  v o lu n t e e r  b o a r d s  
i n  th e  P r in c e  G e o r g e  a re a  
a n d  c re a t in g  a n  In t e r n e t  
w o r k  s t a t io n  f o r  p e o p le  
w it h o u t  a c c e s s  to  th e  In t e r ­
net.

W h a t e v e r  h a p p e n s  w it h  
th e  O f f i c i a l  C o m m u n i t y  
P la n ,  s h e  h o p e s  th e  c u r ­
r e n t  a r t  g a l l e r y  b u i ld in g  
w i l l  r e m a in  p a r t  o f  th e  
a r t s  c o m m u n it y .

W h i le  i t ’s  w a i t i n g  f o r  a

d e c is io n  f r o m  c it y  h a ll,  the  
a r t s  c o u n c i l  w i l l  o p e ra te  a s  
u su a l,  s h e  sa y s .

T h e  a r t s  c o u n c i l  i s  a  
n o t -fo r -p ro f it  so c ie ty  re p re  
s e n t in g  a lm o s t  40 lo c a l a r t s  
o r g a n iz a t i o n s  a s  w e ll  a s  
in d iv id u a ls .  I t ’s  o p e ra te d  
S t u d io  2880 s in c e  1976, s a y s  
M r s .  M e r k e l ,  a d d in g  th e  
c o u n c i l  p a y s  fo r  o p e ra t in g  
e xp e n se s.
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H A R D W O O D  F L O O R IN G

Y
• Sales • Installation
• Sanding • Finishing

• Birch • Oak • Maple
• Exotics

• Finishes • Fillers
• Accessories
• Maintenance

Products

564-4322 £
Check out our website!

www.escherfloors.coml S u r fH a m
USB Digital Video Camera

SB9J99

Are you looking tor 
plants that will thrive in the 

Prince George region?
• Vast selection of unique perennials
• Hard to find trees and shrubs 

including fruit trees and berry bushes
• Expert advice from Barb Rayment 

Author of “From The Ground Up
a Horticultural Guide for North Central 
British Columbia “
“Definitely worth the drive "

B i r c h  C r e e k
Shrubs, Trees & Perennials

:
£f Video e-Mailj 

Online Chatting 
■ . Video ̂ Conference 

>- Snapsha tjs t jl l Images 
- Create'Pnata Albums 
tandlGreeting. Cards

760 Victoria St. 614-1400 4 Pine Centre Mall 563-4447 or Toll Free: 1-800-774-4177

c K /m n m g  ^ A fu w ib eJ is

3 5 8 14 27 31 
B o n u s 18

a n  a o  4 9 22 33 35 37 
B o nus 15

14 51 71 92
Unofficial Winning Numbers • Saturday, May 20, 2000 

In the event of a discrepancy between these winning numbers 
and the official winning numbers, the latter shall prevail.

C h r is  C a rso n  
613-6777

Prince George J u d y  B la c k  
____________ 613-9711

Computers also available in our...
Pine Centre M all locatio n  as w ell!

AFTER REBATE . . .o r  lease forJust $55  a  m onth.

Imax Pentium III 550
[u p g ra d a b le  to  a  P e n tiu m  III BOO)
•  64MB SD PCIOO RAM. 15 6B UOMA Hard Drive
• Creative 5BX CD Rom
• SoundBlaster IBB. 150 Watt Amplified Speakers
• ATI Expert IBB 15MB Accelerated Video
• US Robotics 56k Modem with Internet Connection
• Microsoft Intellimouse PS/B. Windows PS/B Keyboard. Windows 9B CD
•  INCLUDES - Nuts & Bolts Platinum Software with McAfee Antivirus

tJumpstart Kindergarten. Resume Pro. All American fnoif. Lotus Smart Suite Millennium. 
Comptons 9 9  Encyclopedia. Labels Unlimited and Calendar Creator 5 .0)

p a c k a g e

i n c l u d e d

a s  w e l l !

http://www.escherfloors.coml

