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In retrospect, says Jason A. Keenan, R onald Reagan shook 
the world.

Life of a political giant
B i o g r a p h y  i s  a  m o s t  d i f 

f i c u l t  o f  a r t s .  T h e  l o n e  

w r i t e r  m u s t  t r y  t o  c a p t u r e  

t h e  c o m p l e x i t i e s  o f  a n o t h e r  

i n d i v i d u a l ,  c o l l e c t  t h e  

e p h e m e r a  a n d  

s c r a p s  o f  a  l i f e  a n d  

t u r n  t h e m  i n t o  a  

c o h e r e n t  r e f l e c t i o n  

o f  t h e  e n t i r e  p e r 

s o n .

T h e  t a s k  i s  d o u 

b l y  h a r d  w h e n  t h e  

s u b j e c t  i s  a  g i a n t ,  a  

f i g u r e  i n  h i s t o r y  

w h o  d o m i n a t e s  h i s  

o r  h e r  t i m e .  A n y  

c h a r a c t e r  t h a t  b i g  

i s  s u r e  t o  g e n e r a t e  

b i g  f e e l i n g s  —  “ “

l a r g e  l o a t h i n g  o r  

i m m e n s e  a d m i r a t i o n  a n d  

a l m o s t  a n y t h i n g  i n  

b e t w e e n .

T o  m a k e  m a t t e r s  e v e n  

m o r e  d i f f i c u l t ,  E d m u n d  

M o r r i s  w a s  c l o s e  t o  h i s  s u b 

j e c t ,  a p p o i n t e d  a s  o f f i c i a l  

b i o g r a p h e r  t o  t h e  4 0 t h  p r e s 

i d e n t  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s .  

A  c o n s t a n t  s t r u g g l e  t o  b e  

o b j e c t i v e ,  y e t  o f f e r  a n  i n s i d e  

g l i m p s e ,  i s  a l w a y s  t h e r e .

M o r r i s  r i s e s  t o  t h e  t a s k  

a d m i r a b l y  i n  D u tc h : A  
M e m o ir  o f  R o n a ld  R eag an  
( R a n d o m  H o u s e ,  8 7 4  p a g e s ,  

$ 4 9 .9 5 ) .  T h e  b o o k  h a s  b e e n  

h i t  w i t h  a  f l u r r y  o f  c o n t r o 

v e r s y  s i n c e  i t  w a s  r e l e a s e d  

l a t e  l a s t  y e a r .  R e a g a n  

p u r i s t s  h a v e  a t t a c k e d  i t  a s  

a n  u n k i n d  p o r t r a i t .  H i s t o r i 

a n s  h a v e  l a b e l l e d  t h e  b o o k  a  
s h a m .

A c a d e m i c s  a t t a c k e d  

D u t c h  b e c a u s e  o f  M o r r i s ' s  

n o n - h i s t o r i c a l  a p p r o a c h .  

R a t h e r  t h a n  a  t r a d i t i o n a l  

b i o g r a p h y  t h e r e  a r e  e l e 

m e n t s  o f  f i c t i o n  w o v e n  i n t o  

t h e  s t o r y .  W h i l e  t h e  D u t c h  

c h a r a c t e r  a t  c e n t r e  s t a g e  

r i n g s  t r u e  ( a n d  t h e  i n t r o 

d u c t i o n  i n s i s t s  t h a t  a l l  l i n e s  

s p o k e n  b y  h i m  a r e  t r u e ) ,  

M o r r i s  i n s e r t s  h i m s e l f  —  a  

h a l f  m a d e - u p  c h a r a c t e r  o f  

t h e  f o r m e r  P r e s i d e n t ' s  b o y 

h o o d  a n d  h a l f  o f f i c i a l  b i o g 

r a p h e r  w i t h  a  g l i m p s e  i n t o  

t h e  r e a l  w o r k i n g  o f  t h e  

1 9 8 0 s  W h i t e  H o u s e .

This novel approach was monolith of Communism

iason A. 
Keenan

b r a v e .  B u t  i t  o n l y  c o m e s  

w i t h  m i x e d  s u c c e s s  T h e  

r e a l  p a r t  i s  g r e a t  a n d  i m a g i 

n a t i v e ,  t h e  m a d e  u p  c h a r a c 

t e r  c a n  g e t  t i r e 

s o m e .  G i v e n  t h e  

s w e e p  o f  R e a g a n ’ s  

l i f e  f r o m  s u c c e s s 

f u l  a c t o r  ( h e  w a s  

t o p  o f  t h e  b o x  

o f f i c e  b e f o r e  h e  

b e c a m e  t h e  B -  

g r a d e  a c t o r  s o  

m a d e  f u n  o f  i n  

l a t e r  l i f e ) ,  u n i o n  

p r e s i d e n t ,  p o l i t i 
c a l  s p e a k e r ,  a n d  

p o l i t i c i a n ,  M o r -  

r i s ’s  m a d e - u p  

c h a r a c t e r  d i s a p 

p o i n t s  a t  t i m e s .  T h e  

g l i m p s e s  o f f e r e d  i n t o  R e a 

g a n ’s  l i f e  l e a v e  o n e  w a n t i n g  

s o  m u c h  m o r e  o f  t h e  r e a l  

m a n ,  a n d  l e s s  o f  t h e  n a r r a 

t o r .

T h e  f o r m e r  p r e s i d e n t  

w a s  a  s i m p l e  y e t  c o m p l e x  

m a n .  H e  w a s  t h e  G r e a t  

C o m m u n i c a t o r ,  y e t  h e  h a d  

s t r a i n e d  r e l a t i o n s  w i t h  

e v e r y o n e  a r o u n d  h i m  —  

e x c e p t  h i s  s e c o n d  w i f e  

N a n c y .  H e  c a l l e d  t h e  

S o v i e t  U n i o n  a n  e v i l  

e m p i r e ,  t o  m u c h  c o n t r o 

v e r s y  a n d  c o n d e m n a t i o n ,  

y e t  w a s  t h e  o n e  w h o  

b r o u g h t  a n  e n d  t o  C o l d  

W a r  c o n f l i c t  w i t h  t h a t  

n a t i o n .  R e a g a n ,  s i m p l y  

p u t ,  i s  a  s i m p l e  r i d d l e  w i t h  

a  c o m p l e x  a n s w e r .

S o  t o  i s  D u t c h ,  r e l e a s e d  

m o r e  t h a n  a  d e c a d e  a f t e r  

R e a g a n  l e f t  A m e r i c a ’ s  

O v a l  O f f i c e .  E v e n  t h a t  

s p a n  o f  t i m e  p r e s e n t s  a  

p r o b l e m .  I t  a l l o w s  s o m e  

d i s t a n c e  t o  f o s t e r  t h e  f e e l 

i n g  o f  h i s t o r y .  Y e t  i t ’s  t o o  

s h o r t  a  s p a n ,  e v e n  y e t ,  t o  

a l l o w  p e o p l e  t o  f e e l  s e p a 

r a t e d  w h a t  m a n y  w i l l  l o o k  

b a c k  o n  a s  t h e  g r e a t e s t  e r a  

o f  t h e  l a t e  2 0 t h  C e n t u r y .

C r i t i c s  w i l l  r e l y  o n  t h e  

b a r b s  a n d  i m a g e s  o f  t h a t  

e r a .  S u p p o r t e r s  w i l l  l o o k  

b a c k  a t  s o m e o n e  w h o  s t o o d  

f i r m  a n d  s h o o k  t h e  w o r l d  

w i t h  h i s  s i m p l e  b e l i e f s .  T h e

Did you move into the 
area recently?

Are you getting 
married? j

Are you a new mom or a 
mother-to-be?

Are you planning your 
Retirement?

If you fit into one of these categories 
and have not been contacted by 

Welcome Wagon 
please call. . .

1 / f / E L C O M E ^ f c
T I / a g o n

v f  Since 1930
Prince George

5 6 2 - 3 1 1 5

w e a k e n e d ,  c r a c k e d ,  a n d  f e l l  

w h e n  i t  r a n  i n t o  R e a g a n .  

A n d  a n  e c o n o m i c  m i r a c l e  

w a s  u n l e a s h e d  i n  t h e  

U n i t e d  S t a t e s ,  a n d  l e f t  t h e  

w h o l e  w o r l d  t r y i n g  t o  c a t c h  

u p  t o  t h e  g r e a t e s t  g r o w t h  i n  

p r o s p e r i t y  t h e  w o r l d  h a s  

e v e r  s e e n .

D u t c h  o f f e r s  a  c o m 

p e l l i n g  y e t  i n c o m p l e t e  p o r 

t r a i t  o f  a  m a n ,  a  s n a p s h o t  

l e a v i n g  u s  w i s h i n g  w e  c o u l d  

s e e  t h e  f u l l  p a n o r a m a .  T h a t ,  

i t  s e e m s ,  w i l l  b e  l e f t  t o  

a n o t h e r  b i o g r a p h e r .

Convenient?  You BetI
S h o p p e r s  D r u g  M a r t  D r i v e  T h r u

Spruceland location only
HO URS

8am - 12 midnight Mon - Sat 
dam - 12 midnight Sun 

9am - 10pm Stat Holidays

Convenient for people on the go 
and truly a benefit facility for...
• Parents with sick kids
• Patient discharged from hospital
• Disabled

= £  S H O P P E R S
S d r u g  m a r t .

* O pe n  t l "
S h o p p ers  D rug M a rt #210 

S p ru c e lan d  S hopp ing  C e n tre  
737 C e n tra l S t r e e t  W est 

P hone: 562-2311

S h o p p ers  D rug M art #268 
P in e  C e n tre  M ail 

3125 M assey D rive 
P hone: 562-8169

o b b f e  U p  T h e s e

JUNE IS TURKEY MONTH
Call the HOMESTEADER HOTLINE

5 6 3 - 1 0 0 2

Turkey
Drumsticks

9 9 *

Whole
Turkey

$1
15to25 lb.... 1 7 91 ■ /lb.

Turkey
Cutlets

$ 9 0 - 9 5
5 lb box... £ > 3

Turkey 
Cordon Bleu

$ 9 0 - 9 5
5 lb box... £ 9

Turkey
Sausage

$ 1  Q . 9 5
5 lb box... 1 3

Turkey
Ground

$ 1  Q . 9 5
5 lb box... 1 3

Turkey
Breast

$ 0 . 9 9
Boneless.....  V  /lb.

Cooked Turkey 
Breast

$ 1 . 4 9
................ 1 /100g

Smoked Turkey 
Breast

$ 1 . 4 9
....................  1 /100$

M a n y  M o r e  M e a t  S p e c i a l s

11 lb. Box
Chicken Drumsticks 

S 1 2 9 5

6oz.
Sirloin Stea 

1 2 ° s 2

k

1 9
.9 5

Homesteader Meats 
Country Sausage

$ 7 . 9 8
5 lb. Box.....  I

10 lb. Box 
Hamburger 
Patties £4 1

5 1 9
.9 8

H O M E  D E L I V E R Y  S E R V I C E  •  M O N T H L Y  P A Y M E N T  P L A N

H o m e s te a d e r  M e a ts  L t d
556 North Nechako Road (250) 563-1002 Fax 563-1535

38C ®  f  Open: Monday To Saturday 7 a.m. to 6 p.m.


