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’Bellies 
win a 

wild ride
Large crowd takes 
in W LA match-up
T h e  W e ste rn  L a c ro ss e  A sso c ia tio n  

c o u ld n ’t  h av e  h o p e d  fo r  a  b e t te r  gam e to  
s h o w c a s e  th e  a c t io n  a n d  in t e n s i ty  o f  
la c ro s se  to  th e  2,649 fa n s  w h o  p ic k ed  th e  
N ew  W e s tm in s te r  S a lm o n b e ll ie s  a n d  
M ap le  R idge B u r r a r d s  o v e r  th e  D allas  
S ta r s  a n d  N ew  J e r s e y  D ev ils.

T h e  s c o r in g  w a s  t i g h t  a l l  th e  w ay  
th ro u g h , w ith  th e  S a lm o n b e ll ie s  a lw ay s 
ju s t  a  few  g o a ls  a h e a d  o f  th e  B u r ra rd s ,  
w h o se  o ffen ce  w as  le d  by  T o ro n to  R ock 
N a tio n a l L a c ro ss e  L e a g u e  p la y e r  C h r is  
G ill. B u t e v e n  G ill c o u ld  o n ly  m a n a g e  to  
s q u e a k  fo u r  g o a ls  p a s t  th e  ’B e llie s  a l l- s ta r  
g o a l te n d e r  M a tt D is h e r  to  e n d  th e  g am e  
a t  11-10 fo r N ew  W e stm in s te r.

“ I ’m  s ta r t in g  to  fee l I ’m  g e ttin g  m o re  
a n d  m o re  in to  i t ,” s a y s  D isher. “A t th e  
s t a r t  i t  fe lt lik e  th e  te a m  d id n ’t  n e e d  m e to  
w in . A f te r  a  w h ile  I s l id  in to  i t  a n d  i t  
b ec o m e s  fu n .”

I t ’s u n d e rs ta n d a b le  w hy  D is h e r  w ou ld  
b e  h a v in g  fu n  now, th i s  w as  th e  fo u r th  
w in  in  a  ro w  fo r  th e  ‘B e llie s  a n d  th e  se c ­
o n d  w in  a g a in s t  th e  B u r r a r d s  in  th e  
sp a c e  o f a  s in g le  w eek , w ith  D is h e r ’s fe ro ­
c io u s  g o a l te n d in g  p la y in g  a  h efty  p a r t  in  
e a ch  v ic to ry .

“We lik e  b a t t l in g  i t  o u t  w ith  th i s  te am . 
T h e y  a r e  a  h a rd -n o s e d  te a m , th e y  g r in d  
a n d  g e t u n d e r  y o u r  s k in .”

O n e  fa c e  o n  th e  ‘B e llie s  S a tu rd a y  n ig h t 
th a t  m a y  h a v e  b e e n  f a m i l i a r  to  so m e  
P r in c e  G eo rg e  fa n s  w as  lo c a l p ro d u c t, 
Q u in n  S m e th u rs t ,  p la y in g  fo r  h is  f i r s t  
s e a so n  in  th e  W LA  a n d  h is  f i r s t  g am e in  
f r o n t  o f  a  h o m e to w n  cro w d .

“A t f i r s t  I w a s  a  b i t  n e rv o u s  a n d  I w as  
g e t tin g  ra z z e d  by  th e  g u y s  p r e t ty  good.

The Salm onbellies, dark uniforms, and the Burrards treated the PG crowd  
to a physical game Saturday night at the Multiplex. John mckenzie/free press

B u t a  s h if t  o r  tw o a n d  i t  goes away. Y ou’ve 
go t to  b lo ck  i t  o u t a n d  ju s t  play,” say s  
S m e th u rs t .

S m e th u rs t h a s  h is  la c ro sse  ro o ts  in  
PG, p la y in g  m in o r  la c ro s se  h e re  w h en  h e  
w as y o u n g  a n d  c o m p e tin g  in  th e  P re s i­
d e n t’s  C u p  in  P r in c e  G eo rg e  in  1995. 
A fte rw a rd s  h e  p layed  tw o  y e a rs  o f ju n io r  
la c ro s se  on  th e  C o q u itla m  A d an acs , a 
te am  th a t  w as, a t  th e  tim e , co a ch ed  by  th e  
c u r r e n t  S a lm o n b e ll ie s  co a c h  F r a n k  
N ie lse n . I t  w a s  N ie lse n  w ho  b ro u g h t  
S m e th u rs t o v e r to  th e  S a lm o n b e llies .

“H e’s  a n  aw eso m e co ach , h e  w a s  th e  
coach  o f  T e am  C a n a d a  a n d  th e  B uffalo  
B a n d its  in  th e  N L L ,” say s  S m e th u rs t .  
N ie lse n  is  e q u a lly  e n th u s i a s t ic  a b o u t 
S m e th u rs t  a n d  p ra is e d  h im  fo r k e e p in g  a  
co o l h e a d  in  f ro n t  o f  th e  h o m e to w n  
crow d.

“H e h a d  to  be  n e rv o u s . WLA ro o k ie  in  
th e  leag u e , g o in g  to  p la y  la c ro sse  in  fro n t 
o f h is  h o m e to w n  a n d  w ith  fam ily  in  th e

crow d. S om e g u y s  w ou ld  b e  o u t th e r e  a n d  
too  n e rv o u s  to  th ro w  th e  ball, b u t Q u in n  
d id  good a n d  I ’m  h a p p y  fo r  h im .”

It w o u ld n ’t be  s u r p r is in g  to  f in d  o u t 
th a t  a ll o f  th e  la c ro sse  p la y e rs  a t  th e  M u l­
tip le x  th a t  n ig h t m a y  have  h a d  a  to u c h  o f 
n e rv o u s n e s s  in  f ro n t o f  th e  PG  crow d . A t 
2,649 i t  w as  e a s i ly  th e  b ig g e st la c ro sse  
c ro w d  o f th e  y e a r  say s  N ie lsen .

“I f  w e co u ld  g e t a  c ro w d  lik e  th i s  dow n 
a t Q u e e n ’s P a rk , w e’d b e  happy .”

A nd  Q u in n  m ay  be  g e t tin g  th e  ch a n c e  
to  show  o ff fo r h is  h o m e  cro w d  a g a in  if  
p la n s  fo r  a  W LA  f r a n c h is e  in  P r in c e  
G eorge w ork  ou t. B u t a lth o u g h  S m e th u rs t  
w ou ld  re l is h  th e  ch a n c e  to  p lay  a t  th e  M ul­
tip le x  a g a in  a n d  v is it  h is  h om e, h e  d o esn ’t 
have  a n y  p la n s  to  t r y  a n d  m a k e  th e  m ove 
to  a  P r in c e  G eo rge  te am .

“It w ould  be  o n e  o f  th e  n ic e s t b u ild ­
in g s  in  th e  le ag u e , i t ’s  lo u d  a n d  P r in c e  
G eo rge  h a s  good fan s . B u t I ’m  h a p p y  w ith  
th e  ‘B ellie s a n d  h a p p y  w h e re  I a m .”

S l o w  s t a r t ,  

h o t  f i n i s h  

f o r  G r a y s
M ay b e  i t  w a s  th e  f o u r  s t r a i g h t  v ic to ­

r ie s  t h e i r  la s t  t im e  o u t  t h a t  lu l le d  th e  
G ra y s  in to  a  fa lse  s e n s e  o f  s e c u r i ty  la s t  
w e e k e n d  w h e n  th e y  tr a v e l le d  s o u th  to  
t a k e  o n  K a m lo o p s  o n  t h e i r  h o m e  
g ro u n d . T h e y  lo s t  t h e i r  f i r s t  g a m e  o f  
th e  fo u r-g a m e  s e r ie s  4-3, a  lo s s  t h a t  
G r a y ’s c o a c h  J o h n  K a z a k o ff  p in s  o n  a  
l a c k lu s t e r  o f f e n s iv e  e f f o r t  f ro m  th e  
ro a d -w e a ry  G ra y s .

“ We d id n ’t h i t  th e  b a l l  a t  a l l .  I t  co u ld  
h av e  h a d  to  do  w ith  d r iv in g  d o w n  a l l  
d a y  S a tu rd a y . We w e re  a  b i t  s t i f f  g e t t in g  
o ff  th e  b u s . M ay b e  w e lo o k e d  a t  w h e re  
K a m lo o p s  w a s  i n  th e  s ta n d i n g s  a n d  
d e c id e d  i t  w a s  g o in g  to  b e  a n  e a s y  
g a m e .”

B u t lo s in g  th a t  f i r s t  g a m e  sh o o k  th e  
d u s t  o f  th e  ro a d  o f f  th e  G ra y s  a n d  th e y  
w e re  b a c k  in  f a m i l i a r  fo rm  by  th e  n e x t 
g am e  o f  S a tu r d a y ’s d o u b le -h e a d e r . “ I 
t h i n k  th e  g u y s  r e a l i z e d  t h a t  e v e n  
th o u g h  K a m lo o p s  h a d n ’t  g o t te n  a  lo t o f  
g a m e s  th e y  w e re  th e r e  to  p lay ,” s a y s  
K azakoff.

A n d  o n c e  th e  G r a y s ’ p i t c h in g  
m a c h in e  o f S im o n  S to n e r , R y a n  L u p u l , 
T e r ry  B o n n a r  a n d  A d a m  W a lto n  w a s  
c r a n k e d  u p  a n d  th e  G ra y s  s ta r t e d  to  
r a c k  u p  so m e  h i t s ,  i t  p ro v e d  to  b e  th e  
e n d  o f  K a m lo o p s ’ b r ie f  w in n in g  s tr e a k .

“H e w as  in  c o n tro l th e  w h o le  g am e ,” 
says  K azak o ff o f  L u p u l, w h o  w a s  re c e n tly  
d ra f te d  by  th e  m a jo r  le a g u e  T e x a s  
R an g e rs. “T h e re  w a s n ’t  a n y  q u e s tio n  th a t  
h e  w as  g o in g  to  lo se  i t  in  a n y  way.”

T h e  n e x t tw o  g a m e s  w e n t  l ik e  c lo c k ­
w o rk , w ith  th e  G ra y s  w in n in g  7 2 a n d  
10-0.

“So f a r  w e ’v e  p la y e d  te a m s  w ith  lo s ­
in g  re c o rd s . W e’ll b e  f in d in g  o u t  w h o  w e 
a r e  in  th e  n e x t  few  w e e k s . K e lo w n a  is  
g o in g  to  c o m e  o n  s tro n g . W e’re  g o in g  to  
s t a r t  h i t t in g  s o m e  o f  th e  te a m s  in  th e  
to p  h a l f  o f  th e  s ta n d in g s  a n d  th a t  w ill 
te s t  u s .”
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Bon Voyage Outdoors...
brtajhl1* yen by Btk'i Sy.rti t  Th. fn$ tin t

The weather was beautiful this past weekend and 
hopefully everyone had a chance to get out and 
enjoy it. Char fishing has been picking up over the 
last couple of weeks and although many fish are 
still being caught in the top forty feet of water, 
many anglers are having success at one hundred 
feet of water and lower.
Thursday was opening day on the Stellako and 
although the water is extremely low and the cool 
water temperatures kept bug activity at a minimum, 
many anglers had successful outings. Crooked 
River is another good bet for anglers looking to wet 
their lines on moving water. Small caddis and 
Adam’s patterns in sizes 12-16 are a good bet for 
the Crooked, while many anglers were successful 
on the Stellako using assorted bead head nymphs 
and various caddis emerger patterns.
Decent numbers of Chinook are now showing up in 
the Kitimat River and by the end of the month the 
season should be in full swing. Four years ago the 
Kitimat saw one of its best Chinook returns in 
years, so this year we’ll hopefully see a similar 
scenario.
Remember to bring in your best fishing picture for 
the June “Wall of Fame” contest and have a 
chance at a fifty dollar Bob’s Sports gift certificate. 
Also, remember to come in and check out our sale 
flyer and get ready for Father’s Day!!

Bon Voyage (Bob s) S p o r t s  H
ph (250) 964-2669 #120 - 4488 Hwy 16 W  U
Bon Voyage Plaza, Prince George. BC V2N 5N7 T  U
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