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Shot at prostitute could end in long ja il sentence
By CH ERY L JAHN

F ree P ress s ta f f  w riter

T h e  d e fe n c e  w a n ts  a  s e n te n c e  o f  b e tw e en  tw o  a n d  
fo u r  y e a rs  in  ja il ,  b u t  th e  C ro w n  s a y s  s o m e th in g  c lo se r  to  
n in e  y e a rs  is  m o re  a p t fo r a  42-year-old F o rt S t. J a m e s  
m a n  w h o  s h o t a t  a  fo rm e r  P r in c e  G eo rg e  p ro s ti tu te .

D a r ry l G eo rg e  V an k o u g h n e tt c a m e  to  P r in c e  G eo rge  
la s t  O c to b e r  10 to  v is i t  a  buddy. W h ile  a t  h is  f r ie n d ’s 
h o m e , h e  m e t u p  w ith  th e  p ro s t i tu te  a n d  h e ro in  ad d ic t.

L a te r  t h a t  e v e n in g , h e  d ro v e  th e  w o m a n  h o m e , a n d  
th e y  h a d  a  d r in k  to g e th e r .  T h a t  is  w h e n  th e y  d e c id e d  
to  m a k e  a  t r i p  to  F o r t  S t. J a m e s  to  “ s c o u t  o u t ” th e  
p r o s p e c t s  o f  s e t t in g  u p  a n  e s c o r t  s e rv ic e ,  o f  s o r ts ,  in  
F o r t  S t. J a m e s .  A s  p a r t  o f  th e  d e a l, h e  w o u ld  p ay  fo r 
h e r  h a b i t .

D u r in g  th e  t r i p  to  F o rt St. J a m e s  in  h is  p ic k u p  tru c k , 
Mr. V a n k o u g h n e tt  b e c a m e  e n ra g e d  a t  th e  w o m an . H e 
s to p p e d  a n d  o rd e r e d  h e r  o u t  o f  th e  tru c k . W hen  sh e

A t t e m p t e d  m u r d e r  

c a s e  g o e s  i n  J a n u a r y
A F o rt F ra s e r  p a i r  m ad e  a  b r ie f  ap p e a ran ce  in  co u rt 

h e re  on  M onday, se tt in g  tw o se p a ra te  tr ia l  da tes  in  re la tion  
to  a  s e r ie s  o f ev en ts  in  th a t c o m m u n ity  la s t sum m er.

L a st J u ly  th e  F ra s e r  L ake M ou n tie s  w ere  ca lled  to  F ort 
F rase r, a f te r  g e ttin g  a  re p o r t o f  sh o ts  fired.

W hen  o fficers  a rr iv e d , th e y  alleged ly  seized 1,600 m a r i
ju a n a  p la n ts  a n d  a  rep lica  AK-47 sem i-au tom atic  rifle. 
M ark  Todd R ic k ard , Sophy R ic h a rd  an d  R obert S idney 
w ere  a r re s te d  a t  th e  scene.

All th re e  w ere  c h a rg e d  w ith  p o sse ss in g  an d  cu ltiv a tin g  
m a r iju a n a , w h ile  Mr. R ic k ard  a n d  M s. R ich ard  w ere  also 
ch a rg e d  w ith  a tte m p te d  m urder.

Mr. S idney  h a s  s in ce  been  sen te n ced  to  s erve  tw o years 
le ss  a day  in  ja il  on  c h a rg e s  o f c u ltiv a tin g  a n d  possessing  
m a r iju a n a .

Mr. R ic k a rd  a n d  M s. R ic h a rd  a p p e a red  in  B.C. S up rem e 
C o u rt in  P r in c e  G eo rge  to  se t th e ir  t r ia l  dates.

A ju ry  w ill be  se lec ted  o n  J a n u a ry  2 in  re la tio n  to  the  
a ttem p ted  m u rd e r  ch a rg e s  a n d  th e  tr ia l  w ill s ta r t  J a n u a ry  
8. T he  d ru g  t r ia l  goes J a n u a ry  22.

C \ u e 5 5  w h  

\f J o k \ t i c k e

Jan-Leigh f le c k  and Pe ter  
E>Lishen pom  the Pacific Western 
brewery present Christine 
WUderman 6  tickets (in a private 
box) to  The C^uess Whe concert. 
Christine is the  winner of The C^uess 
\Vho "0>rew CLue contest.

q u e s tio n e d  h im , h e  p u lled  h e r  fro m  th e  p a s s e n g e r  side, 
o u t th e  d r iv e r  s id e  door. A s sh e  b e g a n  to  w a lk  away, sh e  
te s t if ie d  a t  t r i a l  to  h e a r in g  a n  u n u s u a l  so u n d , s im i la r  to  
ta k in g  a  k n ife  f ro m  th e  s h a rp e n e r . It w as, s h e  believed , 
th e  bo lt a c tio n  on  th e  rifle . W hen  s h e  looked  o v e r h e r  
sh o u ld e r, Mr. V an k o u g h n e tt w as  p ro p p ed  up  w h e re  th e  
d o o r  m e e ts  th e  t ru c k , r if le  in  h a n d . H e f ire d  a  sh o t. A fte r 
s e e in g  th e  sh e ll-ca s in g  fly  o u t o f  th e  rifle , s h e  saw  h im  
lo a d  a n o th e r  ro u n d . H e f ire d  a  seco n d  sh o t in  h e r  d ire c 
tio n .

Mr. V a n k o u g h n e tt got b ac k  in to  h is  t r u c k  a t  th a t  p o in t 
a n d  b eg a n  to  d r iv e  away. B u t h e  b a c k ed  up , p ic k ed  th e  
w o m an  up  a n d  d ro v e  h e r  to  F o rt St. J a m e s .

S ix  d ay s  la te r, h e  w as  a r r e s te d  a n d  c h a rg e d .
In  to ta l ,  th e  c o u r t  h a s  fo u n d  h im  g u il ty  o f  p o in t in g  

a  f i r e a r m ,  d is c h a r g in g  a  f i r e a r m  w ith  th e  i n t e n t  to  
w o u n d  o r  k i l l ,  a n d  p o s s e s s in g  a  f i r e a r m  w h ile  p r o h ib 
ite d . H e w as  a lso  c o n v ic te d  o f  p o s s e s s io n  tw o  r if le s  
w h ile  p r o h ib i te d ,  tw o  c o u n ts  o f  p o s s e s s in g  a m m u n i

t io n  w h ile  p r o h ib i te d  a n d  p o s s e s s in g  tw o  b o w s  w h ile  
p r o h ib i te d .

T h e  C r im in a l C ode se ts  o u t a  fo u r-y e a r  m in im u m  s e n 
te n c e  w h e n  a  f i r e a rm  is  u s e d  in  th e  c o m m is s io n  o f  a n  
offence.

“P a r l ia m e n t  go t i t  r ig h t  w h e n  i t  s a id  f o u r  y e a rs  is  th e  
m in im u m  a n d  you  go fro m  th e r e ,” s ta te d  C ro w n  C o u n se l 
J a m e s  S w a les  in  th e  se n te n c in g  p ro c e e d in g , a d d in g  th a t  
a  s e n te n c e  in  th e  ra n g e  o f  fo u r  y e a rs  to  n in e  y e a rs  in  
p r is o n  w o u ld  b e  a p p ro p r ia te . H e p o in te d  to  Mr. V ank- 
o u g h n e t t’s  p r io r  c r im in a l  r e c o rd  fo r f i r e a r m s  o ffences, 
c a llin g  h im  a  “d a n g e ro u s  m a n .”

B u t M r. V a n k o u g h n e tt’s d e fen c e  c o u n s e l a rg u e d  fo r  
a n  ex e m p tio n  fro m  th e  fo u r-y e a r  m in im u m  s e n te n c e , 
s a y in g  h is  c l ie n t is  a  m a n  w ith  h u m a n  f ra i l t ie s .  T h e  c i r 
c u m s ta n c e s  o f  th i s  case , a rg u e d  S tev e n  P e le sh o k , w a r 
r a n t  a  s e n te n c e  o f  b e tw e en  tw o  a n d  fo u r  y e a rs  in  ja il.

Ju d g e  B ru c e  M acfa r la n e  w ill d e l iv e r  h is  d e c is io n  on  
J u n e  29.

H e a l t h  C a r e :

C o n d i t i c a l !
O ur h e a lth  c a re  s y s ie rr j is  s ic k . L ike  an  i l ln e s s  t h a \  s tr ik e s  th e  body, w e  
m u s t d ia g n o s e  th e  b ro b le m  b e fo re  it  c a n  be  c u re d , v a r q  m u s t be  ta k e n  to  
t r e a t  th e  ro o t  c a u s e s  o f  th e  il ln e s s  - n o t ju s t  th e  s y m i

T he  c it iz e n s  o f  th e  P rirjce  G eo rg e  a re a  a re  d e e p ly  c o n d e rr ie d  a b o u t th e  
h e a lth  c a re  c r is is  fa c in g  o u r re g io n . R e g a rd le s s  o f  o u r p o lit ic a l o r ie n ta t io n ,  
ag e , g e n d e r, o c c u p a tio n  o r a f f i l ia t io n ,  w e 're  in th is  to g e th e r . N o ne  o f  us  
a re  u n to u c h e d  by t h is  d r is is .  \  \

T oge the r, w e  m u s t  f in d  a s o lu t io n  to  th e  c h ro n ic  s h o r ta g e  o f  m e d ic a l 
p ra c t it io n e rs ;  to  le n g th y  ^ u rg ic a l w a it  l is ts  a n d  to  th e  in a b ility  o f  
th o u s a n d s  to  f i j jd  a fa m ily  p h y s ic ia n .

T oge the r, le V u s / f ie e t  a s  a c o m m u n ity  - an d  w o rk  to g e th e f  fo r  s o lu t io n s .  
T he  p e o p le  o b N o r th e rn  B .C . h a v e  a u n iq u e  s p ir it .  W e b u ild  u n iv e rs it ie s  
an d  s tro n g  c o m m u n it ie s .  Now, i t ’ s; t im e  to  c o m e  to g e th e jf tq  h e lp  re s to re  
c o n f id e n c e  in ^ou r h e a lth  c a re  s y s te m .

T h u r s d a y ,  J u n e  2 2  •  5 : 3 0  P M  

P r i n c e  G e o r g e  M u l t i p l e x  

" C o n d i t i o n  C r i t i c a l "

C o m n i u n i t y  H e a l t h

ihaired by Dr. Lance 
Speakers representing local 
the disciplines in the health

ent, 
care system,

organized labour & the business community.
L e t ’s  s h o w  B r it is h  C o lu m b ia  an d  Canada,v<H at "B .C . ’s N o r th e rn  C a p ita l” 
is  a ll a b o u t. P le a s e  a t t e n ^ p p q g y ^ u r  fa m ily , f r ie n d s  a n d  n e ig h b o u rs . 
L e t ’s p a c k  th e  p la c ^ P ^ — ^
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