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Kickers now the target
E v e r y b o d y  w a n t s  t o  

k n o c k  o f f  t h e  t e a m  o n  t o p

T h e  DB Law  K ick e rs  a re  a b o u t to  find  
o u t th a t  th e  o ld  ad a g e  ab o u t it  b e in g  lonely  
a t th e  to p  do esn ’t h o ld  w a te r  in  th e  N o rth  
C ariboo  M en’s S occer A ssocia tion . In  fact, 
th e  to p  ca n  get d o w n rig h t crow ded  w hen  
you hav e  a  n u m b e r  o f ta len ted  te am s try in g  
to  claw  th e ir  w ay  up  a n d  k ic k  you off th e  
top.

T h e  K ick e rs  a re  f irs t in  th e  m e n ’s soccer 
second  d iv ision . B u t d o n ’t  le t th e  d es ig n a­
tio n  fool you, th e  second  d iv ision  ca n  be 
ju s t  a s  com p etitiv e  a s  th e  f ir s t  d iv ision . 
A nd  th e re  a re  a  lo t m o re  te am s w a itin g  to  
te a r  you  d ow n  w h en  y o u ’re  on  top.

“N ow  th e y  k now  th e y  ca n  p lay  w ell an d  
th e y  c a n  b ea t th e  o th e r  te am s. T h e  self-con­
fidence  is  h ig h e r  th a n  it w as  a  few  years  
ago,” say s  coach  M ick  K earns . “We play 
how  w e’re  used  to  p lay in g  a n d  try  to  stay  
c o n s is te n t.”

A n d  c o n s is te n c y  is  p a y in g  off. T h e  p r e ­
v io u s  le a g u e  c h a m p s , C o a c h ’s C o rn e r, 
lo s t th e i r  f i r s t  g a m e  in  tw o  se a s o n s  a n d  
a f te r  th a t  i t  w as  o p e n  se a so n , w ith  th e  
K ic k e rs  k ic k in g  a s id e  th e  c o m p e ti t io n  to  
se iz e  to p  spo t. B u t i t ’s  g o in g  to  b e  a  f ig h t 
to  h o ld  o n to  it.

“C o llege  H e ig h ts  2 fo r 1 is  g o in g  to  be  a  
to u g h  te a m  to  play. T h e y  s ta r te d  to  p lay  
w ell in  th e  la s t  th i r d  o f  la s t  s e a so n  a f te r  
b e in g  a t  th e  b o tto m . S o m e th in g  seem ed  
to  c lic k  a n d  th e y ’ve s ta r te d  to  p ic k  up  
now ,” s a y s  K e a rn s , p o n d e r in g  th e  s t r u g ­
g le h e  h a s  k e e p in g  th e  K ic k e rs  a t  th e  top. 
“V a n d e rh o o f  is  a lw a y s  a  good te am ... 
th e y  p la y  a  to u g h  g a m e  a n d  if  y o u ’re  
g o in g  to  t r y  a n d  tw in k le - to e  th e  b a l l 
th e y ’ll w h a c k  y a .”

A n d  o f  c o u rs e  th e r e ’s s ti l l  C o a c h ’s, 
b e a te n  b u t  f a r  fro m  d e fea ted . T h e  K ick e rs

T h e  K ic k e rs  h e ld  o n to  th e  to p  s p o t  
S u n d a y , b e a tin g  B o n n e t  H ill 1 -0 .
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hav e  su ffe re d  le ag u e  a n d  p layo ff d e fea ts  
in  th e  p a s t a t  th e  h a n d s  o f  C o ac h ’s a n d  
th e y  s ti l l  loom  la rg e  in  th e  th in k in g  o f 
m a n y  o f  th e  K ick e rs , say s  K ea rn s .

O ne o f  th e  K ic k e rs ’ s tr e n g th s  th a t  h a s  
allow ed  th e m  to  r is e  to  th e  to p  is  a lso  one  
o f  th e i r  w eak n esse s . T h e  d e p a r tu r e  o f 
s ix  o f  th e i r  o ld e r  a n d  m o re  e x p e rien ce d  
p la y e rs  to  th e  M a s te rs  d iv is io n  m e a n t an  
in fu s io n  o f y o u n g  b lood  to  th e  te am , says  
K ea rn s . B u t w h e re  y o u th fu l e n e rg y  a n d  
sp eed  c a n  b e  b e n e fic ia l to  a  te a m , y o u th ­
fu l im p u ls iv e n e ss  a n d  co c k in e ss  c a n  be 
eq u a lly  d e tr im e n ta l.

“T h e  y o u n g  g u y s  t r y  to  b e a t o n e  too  
m a n y  g u y s  in s te a d  o f  g o in g  fo r th e  easy  
p a s s ,” e x p la in s  K ea rn s . “ It is a  l i t t le  aw k ­
w a rd  a t  tim e s  w ith  th e  new  guys. W e’re  
n o t s u re  how  th e y  p la y  a n d  th e y ’re  n o t 
s u re  how  w e play.”
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