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► Mintenko climbs Frisco
G eoff M in tenko  is  c lim b ing  th e  w alls 

— literally . T h e  16-year-old ro ck  c lim b e r is  
in  S an  F ran c isc o  th is  w eekend  w ith  th e  
C an a d ia n  c lim b in g  team , a tten d in g  th e  
T o u c h sto n e  in te rn a t io n a l com p eititio n . 
L a st y e a r  M in te n k o  p laced  seven th  in  h is  
d iv is io n  a t  th e  co m petition . T h is  is  th e  
la s t sch ed u led  com p etitiv e  c lim b  th is  yea r 
fo r M in te n k o  w ho rece n tly  r e tu rn e d  from  
th e  Y outh  W orld  C lim b in g  C h a m p i
o n sh ip s  in  A m ste rd am . T h e re  h e  ra n k e d  
44th  in  th e  w orld  o u t o f  th e  o v e r 60 
c lim b e rs  w ho  qu a lif ied  fo r th e  16 a n d  17- 
year-old boys d iv ision .

► Karatekas at provincials
Tw enty-five P r in c e  G eorge k a ra te k a s  

w ill b e  trav e llin g  to  K am loops n e x t w eek
en d  fo r th e  2000 K ara te  BC F all P ro v in c ia l 
T o u rn a m en t. Tw o PG  clubs a re  send ing  
a th le te s  to  th e  to u rn a m e n t - 19 from  th e  
N echako  K ara te  C lub  a n d  s ix  from  th e  
P r in c e  G eorge C hito-R yu club. C om peti
tio n  b eg in s  S a tu rd a y  w ith  m a r tia l  a r t is ts  
com peting  in  b o th  k a ta  (form s) a n d  sp a r 
ring .

► Skaters try to make cut
S ix teen  s k a te rs  from  th e  S p ruce  C ity 

S k a tin g  C lub  a re  cu ttin g  u p  th e  ice th is  
w eekend  in  P rin c e  R u p ert in  th e  C ariboo  
N o rth  C en tra l R egion q u a lify in g  com peti
tio n . S k a te rs  w ho  m e e t o r  bea t th e  p re  set 
s ta n d a rd s  advance  to  re p re s e n t th e  C a ri
boo N o rth  C en tra l R egion a t  th e  BC Sec
tio n s  C h a m p io n sh ip s  in  C o q u itlam  in  
m id-N ovem ber. A lso , s e le c tio n  fo r  th e  
N o r th e rn  BC W in te r G am es w ill tak e  
place  a t th e  q u a lify in g  co m petition .

► The Cats come back
T h e  C o u g a rs  w rap p ed -u p  th e i r  six- 

g am e  ro a d tr ip  th ro u g h  th e  e a s te rn  d iv i
s io n  o n  Friday. T h e  C ats get m o s t o f th e  
w eek  o ff  b e fo re  th e y  in v i te  th e i r  old 
r iv a ls , th e  K am loops B lazers in to  th e  ‘plex 
fo r a  p a i r  o f g am es F rid ay  a n d  S a tu rday  
n ig h t. P rin c e  G eorge a n d  K am loops have 
c lash ed  on ly  on ce  before th is  season , a  
g am e th a t th e  C o u g ars  lo s t 7-4. It w as  also  
th e  la s t gam e goalie  M arty  M au rice  w as 
be tw een  th e  p ip e s  fo r th e  C ats. T h e  puck  
d ro p s  a t  7:30 p.m . fo r b o th  gam es.
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Brent Sevigny 
comes home to lead 

the U N B C  pack 
this season

By DOUG BROWN

Free Press staff writer

S ta n d in g  at. h is  fu ll h e ig h t 
o f  6’6 ”, even  a  s m il in g  B re n t 
S e v ig n y  m a k e s  fo r  a  p re t ty  
in t im id a tin g  b a d  cop.

B u t a s  la id  b a c k  a s  h e  is, 
S ev igny  is  a lso  th e  m o re  voca l 
o f  th e  U NBC T im b erw o lv es  
m e n ’s b a s k e tb a ll  te a m ’s ca p 
ta in s  — a n d  th a t  m e a n s  i t  fa lls  
to  h im  to  s p e a k  u p  w h en  th e  
b oys  d ra g  th e i r  b u tts  a ro u n d  
th e  co u rt .

“ I t r y  to  b e  po sitiv e , b u t  i f  I 
h av e  to  b e  n e g a tiv e  I t r y  to  do 
i t  in  a  w ay th a t ’s  g o ing  to  h e lp  
th e  p la y e r  a n d  n o t d e s tro y  
th e i r  co n fid en ce ,” say s  S ev i
gn y  o f  h is  ro le  as  co -ca p ta in  
w i th  v e te r a n  T-W olf K e n t 
B e rg s tro m . ‘‘K e n t’s o u r  q u ie t  
le ader. I ’ll y e ll a  lo t a n d  ta lk  a  
lo t m o re  b u t b o th  o f u s  h av e  to  
h u s tle . A s c a p ta in s  i f  w e d o n ’t 
do  th e  h u s tle  e v e ry o n e ’s g o in g  
to  follow  o u r  le a d .”

B re n t’s  a lre a d y  sh o w n  th a t  
h u s tle  a n d  le a d e rs h ip  d u r in g  
th e  ’W olves p re -seaso n . In  a 
g a m e  e a r l i e r  th i s  m o n th  
a g a in s t  th e  to p -ra n k e d  U n i
v e r s i ty  o f  A lb e r ta , S ev ig n y  
o u t-s h o t UofA’s to p  s c o re r , 
N ick  M ag lisc eau , by  28 to  17. 
B u t d e sp ite  h is  p e rs o n a l v ic 
to ry  th e  ‘W olves w e re  s t i l l  
b e a te n  b y  U ofA  a n d  t h a t ’s 
w h a t B re n t is  c o n c e n tra t in g  
h is  e n e rg y  o n  — im p ro v in g  
th e  te am  p e r fo rm a n c e .

At 6’6”, Brent Sevigny is one of the tallest T-Wolves - and also one of the most skilled.
J o h n  M c k e n z ie /Fr e e  P r e s s

“ You c a n ’t  le t  y o u r  p e r 
so n a l g o a ls  ge t a h e a d  o f th e  
te a m  o r  y o u ’re  h e re  fo r  th e  
w ro n g  re a so n s ,"  say s  Sevigny.

T h e  b lo n d -h a ired , b road- 
sh o u ld e re d  fo rw ard  is  o r ig i
n a lly  fro m  P rin c e  G eorge, 
w here  h e  played h ig h  school 
bask e tb a ll a t College H eights 
S econdary . B u t h e  s p e n t h is  
firs t tw o y ea rs  of u n iv e rs ity  fa r  
from  ho m e a t th e  U n ivers ity  o f 
M anitoba. T h e re  it w as  a  con
s ta n t figh t for a  spo t on  th e  
te a m ’s s ta r t in g  l in e u p  a n d  
d esp ite  e a rn in g  C o n fe ren ce  
Rookie o f the  Year h is  f irs t year, 
B ren t found h im se lf  lo sing  con

fidence an d  d riv e  in  th e  second. 
“I d id n ’t  enjoy p lay in g  b ask e t
b a ll an y m o re ,” h e  says.

S evigny took  th e  th ird  y ea r 
off, com ing  b ac k  to  h is  fam ily  
a n d  fr ie n d s  in  P rin c e  George. 
H e a lso  cam e back  to  find  th a t 
U NBC h ad  s ta r te d  a  v a rs ity  
b a s k e tb a ll  p ro g ra m  in  h is  
absence , w ith  a  coach  w ho w as 
e a g e r  to  d ra ft a  ta len ted  - a n d  
ta ll - p layer like  B rent.

“W hen h e  (Reg C arrick ) f irs t 
ta lk e d  to  m e I rea lly  w a s n ’t  
in te re s ted  in  p lay ing . B u t he  
conv inced  m e to  com e o u t w ith  
th e  te am  a  b it o v er C h ris tm as  
befo re I said  n o  a n d  it got th e

fire  rek in d led .”
B ut th e  f ire  w as  on ly  l i t  for 

four gam es befo re B re n t b ro k e  
h is  w ris t d u r in g  p rac tice  a n d  
w as fo rced  o u t o f  th e  g am e 
aga in . B u t th is  tim e  he  w an ted  
back  in  —  b ad  — a n d  th e  fire  
in s ide  tu rn e d  in to  b u rn in g  to r 
ture.

“I t  w a s  h e ll. I t ’s  n o  fu n  
w a tc h in g  th e  te a m  fro m  th e  
s ide lines  w h en  you w a n t to  be  
ou t th e re  so  bad . H opefully  I 
can  stay  in ju ry -free  th is  yea r,” 
he  says w ith  a  q u ic k  knock-on- 
wood on  th e  g y m n a siu m  bench .

B re n t b r in g s  th r e e  y e a rs  o f 
v a r s i ty  e x p e r ie n c e  to  th e  

P l e a s e  t u r n  t o  fa m ily , p a g e  a 1 6


