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Local historian traces P G ’s roots in WWIVs battles of the sky
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N O T E B O O K  
 ♦ -------------------------------------------

► Crafty X-mas schedule
C h r is tm a s  s e a s o n  c ra f t  f a i r  s ch ed u le :
• N ovem ber 11 a n d  12 s ta r t in g  10 a.m . 

b o th  days, th e  D P Todd C raft F a ir  is he ld  for 
th e  H eritage-M eadow  C o m m u n ity  A ssocia
t io n ’s school e n h a n c e m e n t pro jects .

• N ovem ber 18 from  11 a.m . to  2 p.m ., St. 
G iles P re sb y te r ia n  C h u rch  (15th & E dm on
ton ) h o ld s  a  b a z a a r  a n d  luncheon .

• N ovem ber 18 from  10 a.m . to  2 p.m ., th e  
S alv a tio n  A rm y  C o m m u n ity  C h u rc h  holds 
th e ir  F a ll L u n c h eo n  & Sale a t  th e  c itadel 
(777 O sp ika  Blvd).

• N ovem ber 19 from  10 a.m . to  4 p.m . a t 
th e  P inev iew  H all (6470 B end ixon  Road) 
ta k e  in  th e  P in e v ie w  C h r is tm a s  C raft 
B azaar.

• N ovem ber 19 fro m  10 a.m . to  3 p.m. take  
in  th e  14th A n n u a l F e rn d a le  C ra ft F a ir  a t 
th e  F e rn d a le  H all (3595 U pper F ra s e r  Road). 
C all D oreen  (963-9181) fo r ta b le  info.

• N ovem ber 25 a n d  26 s ta r t in g  a t  10 a.m . 
b o th  days, th e  15th A n n u a l C h ris tm a s  C raft 
F a ir  a t  K elly Road S eco n d a ry  sp o n so re d  by 
K RSS D ry  G rad  a n d  N o rth  N echako  L ions 
C lub.

• D ecem ber 2 from  10 a.m . to  4 p m .,  th e  
U n ited  N ative N atio n s  ho ld s  a  c ra f t fa ir  a t 
th e  N ative  F rie n d s h ip  C en tre . C all 562-6555 
to  book  a  table.

► Hosts needed for students
H ost fam ilie s  a re  needed  fo r J a n u a ry  

2001 to  w elcom e in  fo re ign  s tu d e n ts  com ing  
to  C an a d a  th ro u g h  th e  E F  F oun d a tio n . A ny
one in te re s te d  sh o u ld  ca ll R aq u e l a t 962- 
7048.

► Elks celebrate 75
P rin c e  G eorge E lk s  ce leb ra te  th e ir  75th 

b ir th d a y  on  N ovem ber 25 w ith  a  d in n e r  
p a r ty  T ickets  on  sa le  now  a t  th e  E lk s C lub 
($20 each). E n te r ta in m e n t , d inner, p re se n ta 
t io n s  a n d  m ore . C ock ta ils  a t  6 p .m „ d in n e r  
a t  7 p m . T ick e ts  m u s t be  p u rc h a se d  by 
N ovem ber 15.

► Help with words
T h e  P r in c e  G eo rg e  D y slex ic  S u p p o rt 

S o c ie ty  /  L e a rn in g  D iff ic u ltie s  C e n tre  
h o ld s  th e i r  a n n u a l  g e n e ra l m e e tin g  on  
N o v em b e r  29 a t  7:30 p .m . a t  144 G eo rge  
S tre e t. C all 564-8011 fo r f u r th e r  info.

► Help with addiction
A1 A n o n  m e e ts  a t  St. M ic h a e l’s  A n g li

c a n  C h u rc h  (5 th  & V ic to r ia )  e v e ry  T h u r s 
d a y  a t  7:30 p .m . U se f ro n t door, go d o w n 
s ta i r s .

► Why we live where we live
T h e  PG  H o u sin g  C oalition  h a s  re leased  

“S ticks, Straw , B ricks: W hy We Live W here 
We L ive”, a  su rv e y  o f  h o u s in g  co n d itio n s  in  
th e  c ity  C om piled  by UNBC p la n n in g  s tu 
d e n t J ay le en  P h ilp s , it is  a  look in to  th e  lives 
o f  P r in c e  G eo rge  peop le  in  th e i r  v ery  
hom es. F in d  it a t  local book o u tle ts  o r  call 
563-6112.

Up  in  th e  sky, in  th e  e th e r  
o v e r  E u ro p e , c i t iz e n s  o f  
P r in c e  G eo rg e  fo u g h t fo r 
freed o m . W hen  o u r  m e n  a n d  
w o m en  o f  th e  W orld W ars 
w en t to  f ig h t, th e y  d id n ’t j u s t  d is a p p e a r  

in to  ch a o s, th e y  w ere  in te g ra l  cogs in  
th e  h is to r y  m a c h in e . N o n e  o f th e m  
sp eak  of it a s  heroic, none o f them  reg ard  
w a r  as  h u m a n ity ’s b e tte r  m om ents, no t 
th e ir  p a r t in  it. B ut they  w ere th e re  on  th e  
fron t lines, a n d  in  th e  air. A new  chapbook 
by P rince  G eorge flight h is to rian  S tephen 
Bathy (the  W orld W ar II a e ria l b a ttle s  he 
saw  above h is  childhood hom e in  H ungary  
k ind led  h is  fasc ination  w ith  WWII p lanes) 
details  th e  lives of four P rin ce  G eorgians 
an d  th e ir  p a r t  in  World W ar ITs a i r  conflict.

“It only  took m e 30 years to  do it,” 
S tephen laughs. He h as  been resea rch ing  
planes, a i r  force ac tiv ities, an d  p ilo ts them  
selves for a t  le as t th a t long. T he fou r local 
a irm e n  he  focused on  -  J im  Lang, Syd 
Pozer, Jo h n  M ill an d  E m il W einm ann -  he 
also  conducted  several in terv iew s w ith, 
an d  m uch  o f th e  book is in  th e ir  voices.

“T he only  one  w ho d id n ’t ta lk  abou t h is  
w a r experiences m uch  w as J o h n  Mill. It 
took m e 20 y ea rs  to  get w hat little  I have in  
th e re  abou t h im , bu t I don ’t b lam e h im . He 
got h it in  th e  a i r  and  it w as no t a  p leasan t 
experience. It m u s t have been  very  t r a u 
m atic ,” S tephen  says. T h e  outgoing  J im  
Lang and  Syd P ozer filled in  a  lot o f th e  
holes, he  says, and  each  one h as  a  chap te r 
to  them selves com plete  w ith  b ib lio g ra 
ph ies and  a  sketch  by S tephen, w ho is a  rec 
ognized m odel a irc ra ft expert.

O ne of th e  book’s tr iu m p h s  is th e  sto ry  
o f Em il W einm ann, w ho w as a  decorated  
pilo t for th e  G erm an  Luftwaffe. H e s u r 
vived th e  w a r  an d  m oved to  P rince  G eorge

in 1957 to  ta k e  up  the  sam e line of w ork h is  
fam ily h ad  in  Europe, in  the  lu m b er in d u s
try

“E m il d id n ’t m ind  to  ta lk  abou t it a t all 
(but) I don’t  th in k  too m any  people in  tow n 
knew  he w as a  n ig h t figh ter p ilo t,” S tephen  
says, an d  te lls o f a  tim e E m il m et a  C an a
dian  a ir  force ve te ran  w hile  w ork ing  o u t in  
th e  local bush . “T he o th e r guy w as a  tail- 
g u n n er an d  a fte r  ta lk ing  abou t it fo r a  
w hile th e y  cam e to  th e  conclusion  th a t 
they  w ere p robab ly  in  th e  a i r  on th e  sam e 
n igh t in  th e  sam e area . E m il’s  po in t to  m e 
w as how  w astefu l th e  w a r w as, w astefu l of 
young life. H e sa id  to  th e  guy in  th e  bush , 
look a t u s  now. We can  be ou t here  in  th e  
bush  an d  ta lk  an d  be friends  an d  w ork  
together, an d  a  few years back  we w ere sup 
posed to  k ill e ach  o ther.”

T he re la tio n sh ip s  betw een pilots w ere 
close, on bo th  sides o f th e  battle  line. T hey 
w ere also  recorded  very  well. T he  tw o Luft
waffe p ilo ts w ho sho t Syd P ozer’s W elling
ton  a irsh ip  dow n cam e to  v is it h im  in  th e  
p riso n er o f w a r  hospital. J im  Lang w as 
shot dow n in  1942, and  60 yea rs  la te r  h e  got 
a le tte r from  th e  N etherlands th a t h is to r i
an s  had  tracked  dow n the  exact pilot w ho 
sho t h im  dow n, b u t he  h ad  no t su rv ived  th e  
war. “J im  w as ac tually  upset abou t th a t -  
th a t th e  guy h a d n ’t lived th ro u g h  th e  war. 
He w as very  so rry  to  h e a r  th a t, an d  it w as 
th e  guy w ho sh o t h im  dow n!”

Those s to rie s  a re  in te rm ing led  w ith  
m u n d a n e  a i r  force d e ta ils , p e rso n a l 
im pressions o f the  pilots, chronology, and  
p u nctuated  by th e  h arro w in g  experiences 
th a t tu rn e d  th e ir  o rd in a ry  lives in to  excep
tional ones. We’ve all h ad  bad  days a t the  
office. J im  L ang’s happened  a t th e  end  of a  
n igh ttim e bom bing  ru n  over F ran k fu rt. 
H is n av iga to r incorrec tly  called ou t the

num bers  fo r th e  d is ta n ce  hom e in s tead  o f 
th e  co u rse  hom e, so  th e i r  M osq u ito  
B om ber w as m e rrily  fly ing  u n a rm e d  in to  
th e  sudden  g lare o f sea rch lig h ts  from  th e  
heavily  a rm ed  N azi g ro u n d  forces o f th e  
R uh r Valley! J im  d id  th e  only  th in k  he  
could th in k  o f -  drop  dow n to  rooftop level 
and  ru n  for it. He could  see G erm an s  d iv 
ing for cover th in k in g  th e  p lan e  w as try in g  
to  s tra fe  th em . T h e y  d id n ’t  know  th e  
“a ttack in g ” M osquito  w as o u t o f am m o.

“W ith all hell b re a k in g  loose a ro u n d  
us,” J im  recalls, “I felt fo r th e  f irs t tim e  th a t 
I really  w as g onna d ie ...I t’s  h a rd  to  re la te  
w hat th a t felt like b u t it seem s to  be  som e
th in g  th a t is no t a s  te rr ify in g  a t th a t p o in t 
as  one w ould im ag ine  it to d a y ”

B ut it w asn ’t over fo r th e  scram b lin g  
M osquito. T hey  fina lly  got aw ay by p o in t
ing the  nose o f th e  p lan e  s tra ig h t u p  in  th e  
sky an d  flying vertica lly  fo r abou t 15 m in 
utes, th e n  a rch in g  back  ac ro ss  th e  ch a n n e l 
to  Eng land  w here  th e y  a rr iv ed  in to  th e  
m iddle o f G erm an  bom bing  raid! T hey  
h ad  no  rad io  o r v isu a l con tac t w ith  th e ir  
airfield . T hey  had  to  p u t th e  p lane  dow n on 
a  rem ote a ir s tr ip  100 k ilom etres  from  base  
w here th e  perso n n e l th o u g h t they  w ere  a  
G erm an  a ttack  p lane  com ing  in.

A nd how  w as yo u r day?
S tep h en  cou ld  h a rd ly  w r ite  a  book  

abou t P rin ce  G eorge’s W orld W ar II flight 
h is to ry  w ith o u t d iscu ss in g  th e  ill-fated P- 
38 L igh tn ing  piloted by F ra n k  P ynn , w ho 
crash ed  it spectacu la rly  in to  th e  cu tb an k s  
back in  1956, a fte r sev era l fly bys o f th e  
dow ntow n. It w as a  m y s te rio u s  a n d  s u r 
rea l c ra sh  th a t killed  P y n n  a n d  h is  15-year- 
old p a sse n g e r  J im m y  C larke. S tep h e n  
knew  th e  s to ry  h ad  a  p lace  in  h is  book as  
well. T he  chapbook is availab le  exclusively 
th ro u g h  S tephen  (call 563-4063) fo r $15.
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