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T im e  f o r  r e a l  
t a l k  a b o u t  

h e a l t h  c a r e
H e a l th  c a r e  is  e m e r g in g  a s  th e  d o m in a n t  is s u e  in  th e  

f e d e r a l  e le c tio n . W h a t is  n o t e m e rg in g  is  a n  h o n e s t 
d e b a te  o n  th e  m a tte r , a s  all th e  p a r t ie s  jo c k e y  to  be 
th e  c u s to d i a n s  o f  C a n a d a ’s s a c r e d  s h r i n e  o f  
m e d ic a re .  W h ile  C a n a d ia n s  a r e  w a it in g  fo r  s p e c if ic s  

o v e r  r h e to r ic ,  th e y  a r e  g e t t in g  m o re  a n d  m o re  a p a th e t ic .  T h e  
p a t ie n c e  o f  v o te r s , i t  s e e m s, is  w e a r in g  th i n  w ith  th e  c o n s ta n t  
sq u a b b lin g .

T h e  r e a l i t y  is  C a n a d a  h a s  tw o - tie r  h e a l th  c a re , ev e n  th o u g h  no  
o n e  l ik e s  to  a d m it .

C a n a d ia n s  g e t f r e e  p r e s c r ip t io n s  in  th e  h o s p ita l  b u t  m u s t  p ay  
fo r  th e m  a s  so o n  a s  th e y  p a s s  o u t  th e  f r o n t  door, p u t t in g ,  in  p a r 
ti c u la r ,  s e n io r  c i t iz e n s  in  th e  p o s itio n  o f  c h o o s in g  d r u g s  o v e r 
food . E y e  c a re  is  n o t  to ta l ly  c o v e re d , fo rc in g  m a n y  to  a c c e p t a  
fu zzy  w o rld  o r  h o p e  fo r  a  good  p la n  a t  w o rk . R e s id e n ts  in  so m e 
p r o v in c e s  c a n  g e t M R I s c a n s  d o n e  p riv a te ly , sp e e d in g  u p  th e  
r e p a i r  p ro c e s s , b u t  th e  p r im e  m in i s te r  n ow  vow s to  e n d  th a t  p r a c 
tic e .

A n d , a s  w e a l l  know , a n y o n e  w ith  th e  m o n e y  c a n  s lip  d o w n  to 
th e  U n ite d  S ta te s  fo r  th e  c a re  i f  th e y  w a n t.

W h ic h  d o e s  n o t  e v e n  ta k e  in to  a c c o u n t  th e  q u e u e  ju m p in g  th a t  
h a p p e n s  w ith  th o s e  g o in g  th r o u g h  th e  la b y r in th  o f  W CB a s s i s 
ta n c e .

A s th e  e le c t io n  d r a g s  o n , p o l i t ic ia n s  a r e  f ix a te d  o n  ‘o n e - t ie r ’ 
v e r s u s  ‘tw o - tie r .’ T h e  a t ta c k s  s u g g e s t th i s  p a r ty  w ill b r in g  in  
A m e r i c a n - s ty le  h e a l th  c a r e  o r  t h a t  th i s  p a r t y  h a s  a l lo w e d  
C a n a d a ’s  c a re  to  s lip , w ith  e a c h  le a d e r  v o w in g  to  b e  th e  o n e  to  
r e s to r e  th e  s y s te m  to  good  s h a p e .

T h e  r e a l i t y  is  f e w e r  C a n a d ia n s  a r e  p a y in g  to  p ro p  u p  a  h e a l th  
c a re  s y s te m  th a t  is  u n d e r  m o re  a n d  m o re  d e m a n d , a  s i tu a t io n  
th a t  is  o n ly  g o in g  to  g e t w o rse  a s  th e  B aby  B o o m e rs  h e a d  o f f  in to  
th e i r  g o ld e n  y e a rs .

T o  s u g g e s t m o n e y  is  th e  o n ly  s o lu tio n  is  w ro n g . We h a v e  a 
s h o r ta g e  o f  d o c to r s ,  n u r s e s  a n d  ta x p a y e rs .

A ll ia n c e  M P  K e ith  M a r t in  o f fe rs  th e  c o n c e p t o f  a  p a r a l le l  s y s 
te m , w h e re  d o c to r s  d o  so m e  w o rk  in  p r iv a te  c l in ic s  — w h ic h  h e  
a r g u e s  w o u ld  r e d u c e  w a it in g  l i s t s  in  p u b lic  fa c i l i t ie s . A s w e ll, Mr. 
M a r t in  s a y s  d o c to r s  w o u ld  n o t  be  a llo w ed  to  o p t o u t  o f  p u b lic  
w o rk , e l im in a t in g  th e  p o s s ib i l i ty  o f  th e  b e s t  h e a d in g  in to  lu c r a 
tiv e  p r iv a te  p ra c t ic e .

In  O re g o n , th e r e  is  a  r a t in g  s y s te m , w h e re  th e  s ta te  w ill p a y  
fo r  m o re  th a n  500 m e d ic a l p ro c e d u re s . A f te r  th a t ,  th e  p u b lic  is  on  
t h e i r  o w n .

T h e r e  a r e  a l t e r n a t iv e s  t h a t  w ill a llo w  u s  to  c o n t in u e  w ith  a  
h e a l th  c a re  s y s te m  th a t  is  a v a ila b le  to  a l l C a n a d ia n s  r e g a r d le s s  
o f  in c o m e  o r  s ta tu s .  B u t i t  w o u ld  b e  n ic e  i f  o u r  le a d e r s  g o t p a s t 
th e  p la t i t u d e s  a n d  o ffe re d  s o m e  re a l  a l te r n a t iv e s .

A f te r  a l l ,  o u r  h e a l th  d e p e n d s  o n  it.

The Prince George Free Press is
A POLITICALLY INDEPENDENT NEWSPAPER 
PUBLISHED EVERY THURSDAY AND SUNDAY.

A ll m ate ria l con ta ined  in th is  pub lica tion  
is  p ro tec ted  by copyright. Reproduction is 
expressly p roh ib ited  by the rightsholder.

H o w l i n g  f o r  a t t e n t io n

P
arents of young kids, at least, w ill under
stand when I confess that, after less than an 
hour of last w eek’s leader’s debate, I had to 
turn the radio off. The noise com ing from  
the speakers was

all too fam iliar to these  
ears. You see, my kids are 
going through a really  
rough tim e right now. 
There’s been a lot of cry
ing and w hining and 
yelling and scream ing and 
fighting around our house  
lately. So the last thing I 
needed to hear was more of 
the same from a bunch of 
grown men and women.

W hy is  i t  t h a t  m o d e rn  e le c 
t io n  c a m p a ig n s  h a v e  b e c o m e  a 
r e g r e s s io n  in to  in f a n t i l i s m ,  a  
g r a d u a l  s l id e  in to  a  s ta g e  a t  
w h ic h  m e n  a n d  w o m e n  fe e l 
th e y  m u s t a c t  l ik e  p r e s c h o o le r s  
in  o r d e r  to  g e t o u r  a t te n t io n ?

B e c a u se  w e th e  v o tin g  p u b 
l ic  d e m a n d  it, t h a t ’s  why.

W e liv e  in  th e  te le v is io n  ag e , 
a f t e r  a ll, w h e re  th e y  t u r n  th e  
v o lu m e  u p  o n  th e  a d s  so  th a t  
w e a w a k e  fro m  o u r  s tu p o r  lo n g  
e n o u g h  to  p ay  a t t e n t io n  to  
w h a t’s r e a l ly  im p o r ta n t  —  th e  
s a le s  p itc h .

M C A L P I N E  V I E W

Cam McAlpine
I c a n , s a d  to  say, b lo c k  o u t 

m o s t o f  w h a t  m y  k id s  a r e  s a y 
in g  i f  th e y  a r e  t e l l i n g  m e  fo r 
th e  f o u r te e n th  t im e , fo r  e x a m 
p le , a b o u t  th e  l a te s t  P o k e m o n  
e p is o d e  a n d  th e  i n t r i c a c i e s  
e a c h  o f  th e  t r a n s f o r m a t io n s  
t h a t  e a c h  o f  th e  P o k e m o n  c a n  
m a k e  in  th e  c o u r s e  o f  a  h a l f  
h o u r  show . E v e n  i f  th e y  a r e  
s p e a k i n g  w e ll a n d  p a s s io n 
a tely .

A t t h e s e  t im e s  m y  k id s

k n o w  t h e r e ’s  o n ly  o n e  th i n g  
t h a t ’s g o in g  to  g e t m y  a t t e n 
t i o n .  W h in in g ,  p o u t in g ,  
s c r e a m in g ,  c r y i n g  a n d  f i g h t 
in g . I t ’s  n o t  p o s i t iv e  a t t e n t io n  
th e y ’l l  g e t. B u t  i t ’s  a t t e n t io n ,  
a n d  a t  t h i s  p o in t  th e y ’ll  t a k e  it 
a n y  w ay  th e y  c a n  g e t  it .

S im i la r ly ,  I  c a n  b lo c k  o u t  
m o s t  o f  w h a t  p o l i t i c ia n s  say  
w h e n  th e y  s t a r t  g e t t in g  in to  
p a r t y  p la t f o r m s  a n d  th e  i n t r i 
c a c ie s  o f  h o w  th a t  tw o  p e r  c e n t  
t a x  c u t  is  r e a l ly  g o in g  to  m a k e  
a  w h o p p in g  b ig  d e a l  in  m y  life . 
I ’m  s u r e  i t ’s  th e  s a m e  fo r  m o s t 
o f  y o u .

So i t ’s  n o t  r e a l ly  a  s u r p r i s e  
t h a t  th e  p o l i t i c ia n s  a r r i v e  a t  
t h e  s a m e  c o n c lu s io n  a s  m y  
k id s : i f  a l l  e ls e  fa i ls ,  w h in e ,  
p o u t, s c r e a m , c r y  a n d  f ig h t .  I t ’s 
n o t  p o s i t iv e  a t t e n t io n  th e y ’ll 
g e t. B u t i t ’s  a t t e n t io n .

T h e  o b v io u s  s o lu tio n  o n  th e  
h o m e  fro n t, I su p p o se , is  th a t  I 
s h o u ld  t r y  to  m e e t m y  k id s ’ 
n e e d s  b e fo re  i t  g e ts  to  th a t  s tag e .

A s f o r  t h e  p o l i t i c i a n s ,  
m a y b e  i t ’s  t i m e  a l l  o f  u s  
s t a r t e d  p a y in g  a  l i t t l e  m o re  
a t t e n t io n  b e fo re  th e y  b e g in  th e  
h o w lin g  s k id  in to  th e  i n f a n t i l e  
b e h a v io u r  t h a t  is  n e g a t iv e  
c a m p a ig n in g .

E i th e r  t h a t  o r  s t a r t  i n s t i t u t 
in g  p a r l i a m e n ta r y  s p a n k in g s  
a n d  t im e o u ts .
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