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No quick fixes to health crisis, says report
A new report created by a group that 

was formed from the Citizen’s Health 
Rally June 22, says there’s no easy solu
tion Prince George’s health care prob
lem.

The report clearly emphasizes the 
need to try

“We always say there is a solution but 
there is no easy solution,” says Tom Grif
fiths, a committee co-chair

The report details “reasonable health 
expectations for the citizens of Prince 
George” and will be released Wednesday

at 7 pun. at c ity halL
W ritte n  by Dr. M elba Ho lm , the 

report identifies im m ediate, short, 
m edium  and long term  goals involved in  
fix ing Prince George’s health care issues 
and then w ill be handed off to others in  
the group to identify priorities.

The report details four goals w ith  spe
cific objectives and strategies to get the 
job done.

Among the first goals to be completed 
w ith in  one year are stabilizing PG  
Regional Hospital w ith  adequate bud

gets. The hospital also needs a plan to 
recruit and retain health care workers 
in an implementable way finish the 
already existing human resources plan 
at PGRH, and start a continuing educa
tion plan for health employees.

The group also wants to establish a 
Northern Centre of Excellence in 
Health Care at UNBC, improve the gen
eral health in the community and 
reestablish Prince George as a fiilly func
tioning regional referral and trauma 
centre for northern B.C.

F ree Press s ta f f  w riter
P e m b in a  P ip e lin e  Ltd. i s  expected to a n n o u n ce  

today  w h ethe r it w i l l  accept a  B .C . U t i lit ie s  C o m m is 
s io n  reco m m en d a tio n  to lim it  t a r if f  h ik e s  to $7 pe r  
c u b ic  m eter o n  its  T a y lo r  to K a m lo o p s  line.

P e m b in a  h a d  threatened to h ik e  rates fro m  $4 to ju st  
o ve r $27 pe r  cu b ic  m etre, effective S e p te m be r 7, a  m ove  
w h ic h  w o u ld  have  effectively c u t  $4.5 m ill io n  ou t o f  the  
re fin e ry ’s  p ro fits  th is  year.

T h e  reco m m en d a tio n  is  go od  n e w s fo r H u s k y  O i l ’s  
P r in c e  G e o rge  operations, w h ic h  is  h o ld in g  its  b reath  
w a it in g  for P e m b in a  to  accept o r  reject the  offer.

“W e  th in k  it’s  a  fa ir  offer, s a y s  M e l i s s a  R o lfe  fro m  
H u s k y ’s  head  offices in  C a lgary . “It  s t i l l  a l lo w s  th e m  a  
15 per cent rate  o f  re tu rn  a n d  it  a llo w s  the re f in e ry  to  
operate  at f lill cap ac ity  B u t  I  w o u ld n ’t b e g in  to  su gg e st  
w h a t  they  m ig h t  do  w ith  the re co m m e n d a tio n .”

P e m b in a  h a s  sa id  the rate  h ik e  i s  n e ce ssa ry  to p ay  
fo r  decreased  a m o u n t  o f  o il t ra v e llin g  th ro u g h  the  
n o rth e rn  lin e  a n d  the co st  o f  k e e p in g  lin e  safe a n d  
secure.

Since the pipeline burst near Chetwynd in August, 
Pembina launched an expensive system of hydrotest
ing the line It allowed minimal flow to the Husky refin
ery this fell, but is still in the process of hydrotesting 
the Prince George to Kamloops line for safety reasons. 
Husky has criticized the testing for taking too long and 
costing too much money

"We'd like  to see the south portion of the lin e  flow
ing because increased volumes [of crude] through the 
lin e  lowers our cost per cubic metre,” says Ms. Rolfe.

Husky is estimated to have lo6t about $4 million in 
production and trucking costs during the rupture this 
summer. The massive oil spill on the Pine River threat
ened Chetwynd’s drinking water and caused a massive 
million-dollar clean up bill for Pembina.

Husky is also said to have offered to buy the ru p 
tured line from  Pembina in  an  effort to cut production  
costs.

“We are still exam ining a ll economically viable 
options to ru n  m ore efficiently” says Ms. Rolfe.

D i c k  B y l  L a w J E o r p o r a t i o n
W e  N e v e r  A c t  F o r  I C B C . . .  W e  O n l y  R e p r e s e n t  Y o u

So If You Have Been Injured In A 
Motor Vehicle Accident, Call Dick 
Byl Today! Your First Consultation 

Is Free And You Don't Pay Until 
Your Claim Is Settled.
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