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‘ S o c i a l  r e v i t a l i z a t i o n ’  n e e d e d

Agencies in city core want input in how downtown w ill look
By CHRISTIANA WIENS

Free Press staff writer
A  g r o u p  o f  d o w n to w n  

so c ia l  s e rv ic e  p r o v id e r s  
w a n ts  in  o n  d is c u s s io n s  to  
re v ita liz e  th e  d o w n to w n  
core.

“T h e  D o w n to w n  B u s i ­
n e ss  Im p ro v e m e n t  A s s o c ia ­
t io n  w a n ts  ec o n o m ic  
re v ita liz a t io n ,  w e  
w a n t  so c ia l re v ita liz a ­
t io n  - b u t  w e  need  
in p u t  in  the  p la n  to  be  
ab le  to  c h a n ge  that,” 
s a y s  R o b  R a il,  o f  
In tersect.

M r. R a i l  j o in s  fo r ­
m e r  c it y  c o u n c i l lo r  
M u r r y  K r a u s e  
(N a t iv e  H e a lth  C e n ­
tre ) a n d  D a v id  C o f lin  
(U n ite d  W a y )  a n d  a  lis t  o f  12 
o rg a n iz a t io n s  th a t  h e lp  
hom eless, n e edy  o r  a t -r isk  
peop le  o ut o f  the  d o w n to w n  
core  in  o p p o s in g  the d ra ft  
p la n  a s  w ritten . T h e y  w o n ­
d e r  w h ere  th e y  fit  in  to  the  
D B L A ’s  s h in y  n e w  E m p o r i ­
u m s,  p u b l ic  m a r k e t s  a n d

e n te rta in m e n t com plexes.
"T h e re ’s  a  perce ived  la ck  

o f  d e ta il a r o u n d  so c ia l  
is su e s  in  the d ra ft  p lan ,” 
s a y s  M r. R a il,  w h o  pe nned  a  
le tter o f  o p p o s it io n  to the  
D B I A  la s t  w eek.

“T h e re  a re  c learly  so m e  
d isp la c e m e n t  is su e s  here. 
W e need to  be m o re  p ro a c ­

t ive  a n d  a sk  o u r ­
se lve s  h o w  d o  w e  
d e a l w ith  so m e  o f 
th e  u n d e r ly in g  
c a u se s  o f  s o c ia l  
pro b le m s.”
O n e  o f  the p la n 's  
o n ly  m e n t io n s  o f  
26 se rv ic e
p ro v id e rs  is  “the  
m o st  se r io u s  co n ­
s t r a in t  w ith  

respect to cre a t in g  a  v ib ra n t  
d o w n to w n  area  is  the c o n ­
c e n tra t io n ,  in  the  d o w n ­
to w n  area , o f  s o c ia l se r ­
v ice s  a n d  age nc ie s.”

T h e  g r o u p  ag re e s  so m e  
o f  its  o rg a n iz a t io n s  w h ic h  
se rv ic e  a  m o re  su b u rb a n  
clie n te le  c o u ld  m ove, b u t  
the D B I A  h a s  fa iled  to see 
the “s t ro n g  e con o m ic  bene-
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T From Front
N o  p e n e t r a t i o n  p o t e n t i a l :  C l a r e

L a z e r h a w k  fo r  five  y e a rs  w o u ld  be $78.
“T h e  R C M P  tested these  g u n s  u s in g  lig h tw e igh t  pe llets  

so  th e y  w e n t faster. U n d e r  the  C r im in a l  C o d e  i f  they  have  
a  ce rta in  ve lo c ity  th e y ’re  f ire a rm s ,” sa y s  M r. C lare , a d d in g  
th a t  the o ve r  1,200 sto re s  c a r r y in g  the  liste d  a ir g u n s  
h a ve n ’t been in fo rm e d  that th e ir  s to ck  fa l ls  u n d e r  the  
f i r e a r m s  a c t  a n d  m a n y  c u r r e n t  a i r g u n  o w n e r s  a re  
u n a w a re  th a t  th e y  co u ld  be c o m m it t in g  a  c r im in a l code  
offence a s  o f  J a n u a r y  1. “A n y t h in g  th a t  c a n  be u se d  a s  a  
w e ap o n  is  d an ge ro u s, b u t I  d o n 't  t h in k  these  are. T h e y  
h a ve  n o  p e n e tra t io n .”

Y o u r H e a lthCardiovascularR| Health
• Reduce homocysteine levels
• Promote cardiovascular health Vivianne
• Improve circulation
• Reduce risk of heart disease

SALMON FORCE'
• 1000 mg of premium 

quality salmon oil
• Excellent source of Omega 3
• Optimal 18 0 /12 0  ratio
• May relieve Psoriasis and 

Eczem a
• Raises good HDL's $ 1 8 - 9 5

CO-QIO with Hawthorne

• 60mg of coenzyme Q10 
> 40mg of Hawthorne 
1 100mg of Citrus Bioflavonoids 
1 Positively effects the 

cardiovascular system
M Q .9 9

SO Cap*

fit that the  so c ia l se rv ice s  
sector c a n  a n d  do  p ro v id e  in  
the d ow ntow n .”

P lu s ,  i f  so m e  se rv ic e s  
are  forced to m o ve  d u r in g  
de ve lopm en t, M r. R a i l  
w an ts to  k n o w  w h o  w il l pay  
the co st o f  m o v in g  an d  f in d ­
in g  ne w  o ffice  space.

" O u r  p re sen ce  re p re ­
sents m a n y  m ill io n s  o f  d o l­
la rs  in  payro ll, p ro perty  an d  
in v e stm e n t  in  the  d o w n ­
tow n,” w r ite s  M r. R a i l  in  h is  
letter to assoc iation . “F o r  a  
stro n g  a n d  v ib ra n t  d o w n ­
tow n  w e believe there needs  
to be a  re p re sen ta tiona l m ix  
o f retail, education, en te r­
ta inm ent, so c ia l an d  o ther  
se rv ice s  d o w ntow n .”

U lt im a te ly  the is su e  h a s  
to be d iscu sse d  in  the c it y ’s  
offic ia l c o m m u n ity  p la n  by  
peop le  w h o  k n o w  ab o u t  
so c ia l developm ent, he says.

D B I A  p re s id e n t  K i r k  
G ab le  re sp onde d  by  a g re e ­

in g  to  w o rk  w ith  the se rv ice  
p ro v id e rs  in  d e c id in g  w h ic h  
se rv ic e s  co u ld  be lo ca te d  
elsewhere.

“It  is  no t b e in g  su ggested  
th a t  there  sh o u ld  be no  
so c ia l se rv ice  a ge n c ie s  in  
the d o w n to w n  a re a  b u t  
m ere ly  that w e sh o u ld  not  
have su b sta n t ia lly  a l l su c h  
o rg a n iz a t io n s  in  o ne a re a  o f  
the city,” s a y s  M r. Gab le.  
“W e are  qu ite  interested  in  
w o rk in g  w ith  yo u  to deter­
m in e  w h a t se rv ice s  m a y  be  
estab lishe d  in  o ther areas, 
to the  o b v io u s  e c o n o m ic  
benefit o f  those  o th er areas, 
as  yo u  so  w e ll a r g u e  in  y o u r  
letter.”

T h e  g ro u p  h a s  no tified  
c ity  c o u n c il o f  th e ir  in tent  
to  be m o re  in v o lv e d  in  
de ve lo p m en t d is c u s s io n s .  
T h e ir  letter is  expected to  
be in c lu ded  in  D e ce m b e r  4 
c ity  c o u n c il a ge n d a  p a c k ­
age.

G e t  Y o u r  T i c k e t s  n o w  

f o r  t h i s  Y e a r s

r sm DUCKS K 
IfUNLIMITEDf 
|  BANQUET f

Friday December 1st, 2000 
Prince George Civic Centre

Cocktails at 5:00 PM 
Dinner and Fashion Show 7:00 to 8:30 pm 

Auction to follow  
Tickets $65 Per Person

H urry in !
Early B ird  P rizes

f  Z V  a te  Draw? . t■  N ovem ber 1 s t

^  Call Pefe at 564-7484 for Tickets

Ducks Unlimited Canada

ATTENTION!!
C o n t r a c t o r s ,  F a r m e r s ,  H o b b i e s t

G a s  C y l i n d e r s

FOR SALE
Why Rent - When you can own
You’ll be surprised how little they cost
We sell new compressed gas cylinders
•  Cylinders provided by North America's leading manufacturers, 

all conforming to ISO 9001 quality standards.
• All cylinders meet Transport Canada and DOT.  approval.
•  New Style! Asbestos Free, acetylene cylinders
•  Cylinders are immediately exchangeable at Canadian Cylinder 

and Gases, or fhey may be refilled elsewhere.
•  Cylinders are sold with buy-back guarantee
•  All sizes are available: Oxygen, acetylene, argon, argon mixes
•  We also carry an excellent selection of welders and welding supplies.

c

C a n a d ia n  
C y lin d e r  &  

C a s e s  in c .
2185 O g ilv ie  St. Prince George, BC

located just off the corner of 22nd and Ogilvie 
Open: Monday - Saturday 8am - 5pm

C a l l  9 6 0 - 1 0 8 5
O u t-o f-to w n  to ll free: 1 - 8 8 8 - 3 0 6 - 2 2 2 2

Q i c l t r t m i e ' s l l WITH (HOP
P a r k w o o d  P l a c e • 5 6 2 - 5 8 1 6


