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‘Social revitalization’ needed

Agencies in city core want input in how downtown will look

By CHRISTIANA WIENS

Free Press staff writer

A group of downtown
social service providers
wants in on discussions to
revitalize the downtown
core.

“The Downtown Busi-
ness Improvement Associa-
tion wants economic
revitalization, we
want social revitaliza-
tion - but we need
input in the plan to be
able to change that,”
says Rob Rail, of
Intersect.

Mr. Rail joins for-
mer city councillor
Murry Krause
(Native Health Cen-
tre) and David Coflin
(United Way) and a list of 12
organizations that help
homeless, needy or at-risk
people out of the downtown
core in opposing the draft
plan as written. They won-
der where they fit in to the
DBIAs shiny new Empori-
ums, public markets and
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entertainment complexes.

“There’s a perceived lack
of detail around social
issues in the draft plan,”
says Mr. Rail, who penned a
letter of cpposition to the
DBIA last week.

“There are clearly some
displacement issues here.
We need to be more proac-
tive and ask our-
selves how do we
deal with some of
the underlying
causes of social
problems.”

One of the plan’s

26 service
providers is “the
most serious con-
straint with
respect to creating a vibrant
downtown area is the con-
centration, in the down-
town area, of social ser-
vices and agencies.”

The group agrees some
of its organizations which
service a more suburban
clientele could move, but
the DBIA has failed to see
the “strong economic bene-
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only mentions of

fit that the social services
sector can and do provide in
the downtown.”

Plus, if some services
are forced to move during
development, Mr. Rail
wants to know who will pay
the cost of moving and find-
ing new office space.

“Our presence repre-
sents many millions of dol-
lars in payroll, property and
investment in the down-
town,” writes Mr. Rail in his
letter to association. “For a
strong and vibrant down-
town we believe there needs
to be a representational mix
of retail, education, enter-
tainment, social and other
services downtown.”

Ultimately the issue has
to be discussed in the city's
official community plan by
people who know about
social development, he says.

DBIA president Kirk
Gable responded by agree-

ing to work with the service
providers in deciding which
services could be located
elsewhere.

“It is not being suggested
that there should be no
social service agencies in
the downtown area but
merely that we should not
have substantially all such
organizations in one area of
the city,” says Mr. Gable.
“We are quite interested in
working with you to deter-
mine what services may be
established in other areas,
to the obvious economic
benefit of those other areas,
as you so well argue in your
letter.”

The group has notified
city council of their intent
to be more involved in
development discussions.
Their letter is expected to
be included in December 4
city council agenda pack-
age.

ATTENTION

Get Your Tickets now
for this Years
7 )

DUCKS
UNLIMITED
* BANQUET 4

Friday December 1st, 2000
Prince George Civic Centre

Cocktails at 5:00 PM
Dinner and Fashion Show 7:00 to 8:30 pm
Auction to follow
Tickets $65 Per Person

Hurry in!
Early Bird Prizes
are Drawn

Call Pete at 564-7484 for Tickets
Ducks Unlimited Canada

Contractors, Farmers, Hobbiest

Gas Cylinders

FOR SALE

Why Rent - When you can own
You’ll be surprised how little they cost.

No penetration potential: Clare

Lazerhawk for five years would be $78.

“The RCMP tested these guns using lightweight pellets
so they went faster. Under the Criminal Code if they have
a certain velocity they’re firearms,” says Mr. Clare, adding
that the over 1,200 stores carrying the listed airguns
haven't been informed that their stock falls under the
firearms act and many current airgun owners are
unaware that they could be committing a criminal code
offence as of January 1. “Anything that can be used as a
weapon is dangerous, but I don't think these are. They
have no penetration.”

Your Health

Cardiovasculaf’}
Health

* Reduce homocysteine levels

* Promote cardiovascular health Vivianne
* Improve circulation
* Reduce risk of heart disease

LA
A

We sell new compressed gas cylinders

 Cylinders provided by North America’s leading manufacturers,
all conforming fo ISO 9001 quality standards.

o All cylinders meet Transport Canada and D.O.T. approval.

* New Style! Asbestos Free, acetylene cylinders

« Cylinders are immediately exchangeable at Canadian Cylinder
and Gases, or they may be refilled elsewhere.

« Cylinders are sold with buy-back guarantee

« All sizes are available: Oxygen, aceltylene, argon, argon mixes

« We also carry an excellent selection of welders and welding supplies.

SALMON FORCE™

* 1000 mg of premium
quality salmon oil

« Excellent source of Omega 3

* Optimal 180/ 120 ratio

* May relieve Psoriasis and
Eczema

* Raises good HDL's $18~95

180 Caps

Canadian
Cylinder &
Gases /Inc.

2185 Ogilvie St. Prince George, BC

located just off the corner of 22nd and Ogilvie
Open: Monday - Saturday 8am - 5pm

Call 960-1085

Out-of-town foll free: 1-888-306-2222

All Sizes
Oxygen
Acetylene
Argon

Argon Mixes

* 60mg of coenzyme Q10

* 40mg of Hawthorne

* 100mg of Citrus Bioflavonoids

« Positively effects the
cardiovascular system
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