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► PG Top Dog is tops nationally
2000 w a s  th e  y e a r  t h a t  P G  le t  th e  d ogs 

o u t  - a n d  th e n  w a t c h e d  th e m  c o m e  b a c k  
w i t h  n a t io n a l  a c c o la d e s .  S e v e n  d o g s  
b e lo n g in g  to  m e m b e r s  o f  P G ’s T o p  D o g  
a g il it y ,  o b e d ie n c e  a n d  f l y b a l l  a s s o c ia t io n  
w e r e  r a n k e d  a m o n g s t  th e  to p  100 d o g s  b y  
th e  A g i l i t y  A s s o c ia t io n  o f  C a n a d a .

P ip e r ,  a  S h e t la n d  s h e e p d o g  o w n e d  b y  
K im  C o l l in s ,  w a s  t h e  h ig h e t s - ra n k e d  
P r in c e  G e o r g e  d og , c o m in g  in  fo u r t h  o n  th e  
n a t io n a l  l is t .  B r y n ,  a  b o rd e r  c o l l ie  a ls o  
o w n e d  b y  K im  C o l l in s ,  w a s  r a n k e d  s ix th .

Z ig g y , M ic a  a n d  F la r e ,  a l l  b o rd e r  c o ll ie s  
o w n e d  b y  K a y  W h it e h e a d  o f  Q u e s n e l,  w e re  
a ls o  in  th e  to p  100. M a r y  Z a c h a r a to s ’ c o l l ie  
S k y e  w a s  r a n k e d  44 th  a n d  M a c k ie ,  a  c o l l ie  
o w n e d  b y  S u e  M a c D o n a ld ,  w a s  66th. T h e  
T o p  D o g  a s s o c ia t io n ’s n e x t  e v e n t  is  t h e ir  
a n n u a l  in d o o r  w in t e r  t r i a l ,  F e b r u a r y  24 a n d  
25 a t  F id d le r ’s  G r o v e  E q u e s t r ia n  C e n tre .

► Pee Wees win on the road
T h e  F i v e  S e a s o n s  S p o r t s  P e e  W e e  M in o r  

C o u g a r s  s h o o k  th e  d u s t  o f f  t h e i r  b o o ts  
f r o m  a n o t h e r  r o a d  t r i p  o v e r  th e  w e e k e n d , 
r e t u r n in g  w i t h  a  2-1 re c o rd . T h e  p e e  w e e  
C a ts  d e fe a te d  K a m lo o p s  7-4, th e n  h a n d e d  
o v e r  a  lo s s  t h e  fo l lo w in g  d a y  8-2. T h e  s a m e  
d a y  t h e y  fa c e d  100-M ile  H o u s e , s e n d in g  
th e m  o f f  i n  a  c lo s e  4-3 w in .  T h e  m in o r  p ee  
w e e s  p la y  n e x t  t h is  w e e k e n d  a t  a  t o u r n a ­
m e n t  in  F o r t  S t . J o h n .

► Trade winds warm up WHL
T r a d in g  a c t io n  is  s t a r t in g  to  h e a t  u p  in  

th e  W H L  a s  th e  le a g u e ’s J a n u a r y  16 t ra d e  
d e a d l in e  a p p ro a c h e s . P r in c e  G e o rg e  m in o r  
h o c k e y  p ro d u c t ,  16-year-old P a u l  B r o w n  
w a s  t r a d e d  f r o m  th e  R e g in a  P a t s ,  w h e r e  h e  
w a s  la s t  y e a r ’s  f ir s t- ro u n d  d ra f t  p ic k ,  to  th e  
K a m lo o p s  B la z e r s  a s  p a r t  o f  a  d e a l  th a t  
in c lu d e d  tw o  o t h e r  P a t s , in c lu d in g  f o r m e r  
C o u g a r s  d e fe n c e m a n  S h o n  Jo n e s - P a r ry .

A n o t h e r  P G  M i n o r  H o c k e y  p ro d u c t ,  
f o r w a r d  T y l e r  S c o f ie ld ,  h a d  h i s  r ig h t s  
t r a d e d  to  t h e  P o r t l a n d  W in t e r  H a w k s  
f r o m  t h e  P A  R a id e r s  in  e x c h a n g e  f o r  18- 
y e a r - o ld  d e f e n c e m a n  J a m e s  D e M o n e .  
T h e  16-year-o ld  is  c u r r e n t l y  p l a y in g  w i t h  
t h e  V e r n o n  V ip e r s  o f  t h e  B C H L .

R ig h t s  to  P G  M a j o r  M id g e t  C o u g a r s  
d e f e n c e m a n  A a r o n  A g n e w  w e r e  d ro p p e d  
b y  t h e  S e a t t le  T h u n d e r b i r d s .

Spruce Kings host the Cowichan Valley Capitals 
7:30 Friday Night at the Prince George Coliseum

A D U L T S  $ 8  S E N IO R S /S T U D E N T S  $ 6  C H I L D R E N  $5

F a m i l y  F u n  A t  A f f o r d a b l e  P r i c e s  -  T h e  B C  H o c k e y  L e a g u e  
I t ’s  F r i d a y  N i g h t ’s  W o o d  W h e a t o n  S h o o t - o u t  a t  t h e  C a s t l e

T I C K E T S  A V A I L A B L E  A T  T H E  K I N G S  O F F I C E  I N  T H E  C O L I S E U M

Th e  w id e - e y e d  w o n d e r  o f  b e in g  
a  r o o k ie  is  g o n e , r e p la c e d  b y  
t h e  r e a l i t y  o f  f i g h t in g  f o r  a  
s p o t  in  a  h ig h l y  c o m p e t i t iv e  
h o c k e y  le a g u e . M is t a k e s  a r e  
n o t  a s  e a s i l y  f o r g iv e n  b y  c o a c h e s  o r  f e l ­

l o w  p la y e r s  a n d  a l t h o u g h  y o u  a r e n ’t 
e x p e c te d  to  f i l l  a s  la r g e  a  r o le  a s  o ld e r  
v e ts  t h e r e  is  t h a t  p e r s is t e n t ,  n a g g in g  s u b ­
c o n s c io u s  v o ic e  s a y in g ,  “A l r i g h t  k id ,  
y o u ’v e  h a d  a  s e a s o n  to  g e t u s e d  to  th in g s ,  
n o w  l e t ’s  s e e  w h a t  y o u  c a n  d o .”

C o u g a r s  f o r w a r d s  D a n  B a u m  a n d  
C h r i s  F a l lo o n  b o th  k n o w  t h a t  l i t t l e  v o ic e . 
A s  p la y e r s  w h o  h a v e  m a d e  th e  t r a n s i t io n  
f r o m  C o u g a r  r o o k ie s  to  C o u g a r  s e m i- v e ts  
t h e y 'r e  e x p e r ie n c in g  t h e  b le s s in g - a n d -  
c u r s e  n a t u r e  o f  b e in g  a  s e c o n d - y e a r  
p la y e r .

O n  th e  b le s s in g  s id e  th e  d a y s  o f  c a r r y ­
in g  e q u ip m e n t  a n d  b a g s  a ro u n d  fo r  o th e r  
p la y e r s  o r  c le a n in g  th e  b u s  a f te r  lo n g  road- 
t r ip s  a r e  gone. T h e y ’v e  p a id  t h e i r  f r e s h m e n  
d u es . B u t  w i t h  a c c e p ta n c e  c o m e s  r e s p o n s i­
b ility .

“ T h e r e ’s  m o r e  e x p e c te d . T h e y  a r e n ’t  
a c c e p t in g  o f  b ig  m is ta k e s  l ik e  th e y  a r e  
w h e n  y o u ’r e  a  16-year-old,”  s a y s  c e n t r e  D a n  
B a u m .

“ L a s t  y e a r  w e  ju s t  t r i e d  to  c o m e  in t o  
t h e  le a g u e  a n d  le a r n  a  lo t  f r o m  th e  o ld e r  
g u y s  l i k e  B o u c k  a n d  B e t t s  a n d  H u n te r .  
T h i s  y e a r  y o u  c o m e  b a c k  a n d  t r y  to  t a k e  
w h a t  y o u  l e a r n e d  la s t  y e a r  a n d  a p p ly  
w h a t  y o u  c a n  a n d  s h o w  s o m e  o f  th e  
y o u n g e r  g u y s  w h a t  y o u  w e n t  t h ro u g h  
a n d  b e  a  b i t  m o r e  a  le a d e r , ”  a d d s  F a l lo o n .

S o  f a r  t h e  o n - ice  p e r f o r m a n c e  o f  th e  
t w o  n e w ly - m in t e d  v e ts  h a s  f o l lo w e d  t h e i r  
te a m . W h i l e  t h e  C a t s  w e r e  s lu m p in g  
e a r ly  in  th e  s e a s o n , so  w e r e  B a u m  a n d  
F a l lo o n ,  B u t  a s  th e  C a t s  b e g a n  to  s u rg e  
a h e a d  b e fo r e  C h r is t m a s ,  s o  d id  t h e i r  two- 
y e a r  p la y e r s .

T h a t ’s  g o o d  n e w s  f o r  F a l l o o n  a n d  
B a u m .  A s  t h e y  p a s s  o u t  o f  th e  ro o k ie -  
s ta g e , t h o u g h ts  o f  th e  N H L  d r a f t  b e g in  to  
in t r u d e ,  a d d in g  a  w h o le  n e w  d im e n s io n  
o f  p re s s u r e .

“ I t ’s  i n  th e  b a c k  o f  y o u r  m in d  o b v i ­
o u s ly , b u t  y o u  t r y  n o t  to  t h i n k  a b o u t  it . 
Y o u  t r y  to  go  o u t  a n d  h a v e  a  g o o d  g a m e

Dan Baum is getting more physical his second season in the WHL.
F r e e  P r e s s  F il e  P ho to

a n d  i f  t h e r e ’s a  s c o u t  o u t  t h e r e  in  th e  
s t a n d s .. .”  s a y s  F a l lo o n ,  t r a i l i n g  o f f  t h e n  
g iv in g  a  l i t t l e  s h r u g .  “ Y o u  t r y  n o t  to  le t  i t  
a f f e c t  y o u  in  t h e  g a m e .”

T h e  m id - a g e d  p la y e r s  a ls o  a c t  a s  a  c o n  
d u i t  b e tw e e n  th e  r o o k ie s  a n d  th e  v e te r  
a n s  o n  th e  te a m . A l t h o u g h  t h e y  h a v e  t h e  
e x p e r ie n c e  o f  a  y e a r  w i t h  t h e  t e a m  u n d e r  
t h e i r  b e lt ,  t h e y  s t i l l  h a v e  to  s t r u g g le  to  
b a la n c e  h o c k e y  a n d  h ig h  s c h o o l,  l i k e  th e  
y o u n g e r  p la y e r s  o n  th e  t e a m .

“ T h e  g u y s  w h o  a r e  s t i l l  a t  s c h o o l a r e  a

l i t t l e  c lo s e r  b e c a u s e  w e ’r e  t h e r e  in  t h e  
s a m e  s i t u a t io n  a s  t h e y  a r e , ”  s a y s  F a l lo o n ,  
a d d in g  t h a t  in  h is  f i r s t  s e a s o n , y o u n g e r  
p la y e r s  l i k e  d e fe n c e m a n  D a n  H a m h u is  
h e lp e d  h im  a d ju s t  to  h is  n e w  l i f e  i n  t h e  
W H L .  “ Y o u r  f i r s t  y e a r  a t  s c h o o l  y o u  f e e l  a  
b i t  l i k e  y o u 'r e  lo s t  a n d  a l l  a lo n e . S o  w e  
t r y  to  t a k e  s o m e  o f  t h e  y o u n g e r  g u y s  
u n d e r  o u r  w in g  a n d  s h o w  th e m  h o w  i t  
g o e s  a r o u n d  th e  s c h o o l a n d  th e  c i t y  a n d  
g e t  t h e m  in t o  th e  p r a c t i c e  a n d  p la y in g  
r o u t in e . ”


