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Q uiet T ime C all 
centres 
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look around PG
By CHRISTIANA WIENS

Free Press s ta ff  w riter  
It’s  not Stream, but several Am erican call 

centres are poking around Prince George, 
looking for a home.

The m ost interest has com e from a Dallas, 
Texas site locator, acting on behalf o f m ulti­
ple A m erican call-centres, w ho w as in  con­
tact w ith local real estate agents in search o f  
a building Friday

The com pany is one o f three m ostly  
Am erican site locators that have been in  con­
tact w ith the Prince G eorge Region Develop­
m ent C orporation sin ce Stream  Interna­
tional abandoned interest in  T h e Brick  
building downtown.

Stream has sin ce expressed interest in 
Chilliwack, but no deal has been struck in  
that city either.

“There’s nothing new on that front," says 
Mayor Colin K insley “Quite frankly I think  
that’s  a part o f w hat’s  happening w ith  the 
whole IT industry.”

He characterizes the interest as “ interme­
diate discussions” where agents have shared 
information, but no site visits have actually 
taken place as yet.

Margret Horvath, econom ic development 
m anager w ith the D evelopm ent Corpora­
tion, says at least a couple o f the new  bidders 
are direct com petitors o f Stream, handling  
calls for technology-based com panies in  the  
U.S. One o f the site locators is based in east­
ern Canada.

“Som e are in the custom er service indus­
try and som e are in other industries — 
which is a good thing,” she says. “Most of the 
activity has been from the ones not in the 
technology industry"

Ms. Horvath adds m ost agents end up  
looking at very m uch the sam e locations that 
Stream did, depending on the size and num ­
ber o f em ployees needed. “The larger the 
num ber o f people, you end up looking at the 
sam e buildings over and over.”

W hile there’s no directive from the city to 
lead people downtown, 90 per cent of the su it­
able sites have been the sam e downtown  
buildings. “It’s kind o f a natural progres 
sion ,” she says.

The city has made contact with m ost of 
the com panies through Links B.C. which  
markets different locations in the province to 
interested call centres.

Heather Park Middle School students dropped everything for 30 minutes on Friday at lunchtime to read en masse 
for literacy week. Jo h n  m c k e n z ie j f r e e  p r e s s
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N early tw o years after th e  con tro­
versia l d ecision  w as re leased , th e  C ar­
rier Lum ber case w ill be back in  the  
courtroom .

On Ju ly  29,1999, J u s­
t ic e  G len  P arrett  
re lea sed  a 224-page 
d ecision  that ch astised  
how  the prov in cia l gov­
e r n m en t h an d led  th e  
C arrier L um ber case , 
and th e prem ature ca n ­
c e lla tio n  o f  th e  com - Parrett 
p a n y ’s tim b er  lic e n c e  
in  the C hilcotin  P lateau  in 1993.

Carrier w as granted a 10-year non­
renewable licence to harvest five m illion  
cubic m etres in Decem ber 1983. After 
two native blockades, the licence was
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A n a l y s i s

A  b u d g e t  t h a t  d o e s n ’ t  m a t t e r
T he a lleg a tio n  o f  cooked  forecasts in  

th e  la te st N D P b ud get is  a d am aging  
sideshow .

T h e rea l n ew s sh ou ld  be that the NDP  
— a g a in  —  is  sp en d in g  at a  rate  
th e  p rov in ce  can't rea lly  afford  
or su sta in .

T h e L ib erals sto le  th e  h ead ­
lin e s  by rev ea lin g  th at F inan ce  
M in iste r  P au l R am sey  an d  
f in a n ce  m in is tr y  s ta ff  p ush ed  
BC H ydro to in crease  its  profit 
forecast for th is  year. R am sey  
needed a b igger  d iv id en d  from  
th e  C row n corporation  to b a l­
a n ce  h is  budget; h e th ough t the  
BC H yd ro fo r ec a sts  w ere  too  
con servative; so  h e p ush ed  th e  
n um b ers up.

Cut th rou gh  a ll th e  ch arges  
and co u n ter  ch arges, and th ose  are the  
facts.

It's n ot u n com m on  for m an agers to be 
p ush ed  for b etter  re tu rn s and h igh er tar­
gets by th e ir  m asters. But R am sey has  
tw o problem s. T here's no clear, w ritten  
ju stif ica tio n  for h is  d ec isio n , n o  paper

tra il or d isclosu re. A nd h e’s a v ic tim  o f  
history. T h e fudged budget in troduced  
before th e  1996 e lection  is  fresh  in  voters' 
m inds. (T he L iberals handed  out little  

p ack ages  o f  fu dge b efore th e  
budget speech  as a rem inder.)

A nd th a t m ea n s  vo ters w ill  
look  at the budget and w onder  
w hat o th er stretch es  it con tain s, 
w h eth er  o th er  rev en u es have  
b een  p u sh ed  up, or ex p en ses  
m in im ized .

A nd th ey 'll look  e sp ec ia lly  
clo se ly  b ecau se the cla im  o f a 
b alanced  budget for th is  year is 
already tenuous.

Yes, P r em ier  Ujjal D osanjh  
cla im s th e budget is balanced. 
But that's before a $300-m illion  
co n tin g en cy  fund. A s soon  as  

that is tapped into, B.C. slid es  back in to a 
deficit.

How lik e ly  is  that? Consider, for a  
start, that 14 out o f 20 governm ent m in ­
istr ies over-spent th eir  budgets th is  year.
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