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W o m a n  t r y i n g  t o  a d o p t  b a b y

M o t h e r  d y i n g  a n d  s h e  w a n t s  d a u g h t e r  p u t  i n  P r i n c e  G e o r g e  h o m e ,  b u t  M C F  w o n ' t  a p p r o v e  i t

By CHRISTIANA WIENS

Free Press staff w riter

In  Melanie W illiam son’s 
rented home there is a fully fur­
nished room, complete with a 
crib, closet of clothes and toys, 
but no baby.

T h e P r in ce  G eorge w om an  
h as b een  w a itin g  for th e p rov in ­
c ia l g o v er n m en t to  r e lea se  a 
baby from  a T errace foster h om e  
s in c e  February 14.

B u t i t ’s  n o t h er  baby. T h e  
b ab y’s b irth  m oth er is  Joan ne  
T u rton , a  Fort St. Jam es w om an  
n ow  liv in g  in  P r in ce  G eorge w ho  
sa y s  sh e  is  d y in g  o f  cancer. 
M elan ie  and h er  h usb an d  Rob 
are J o a n n e’s ch o ice  for adoptive  
parents.

M elan ie, Joan n e and a frien d  
approached  C hildren  and F am i­
l ie s  M in ister  Ed Joh n  at a p ress  
con feren ce T u esday to dem and  
th e  m in is try  stop  s ta llin g  and  
cla r ify  th e ir  p osition .

“I w an t to k now  w hat th e ir  
p la n s  a r e ,” sa y s  M elan ie. “If 
th ey  are go in g  to  keep h er in  
care  forever w hy d on ’t th ey  say  
so? T hat w ay w e can  be p repared  
and  I can  q uit ch a s in g  m y ta il .” 

T h e m in istry  h as no o ffic ia l 
com m en t on th e  m atter, say in g  
th at b ecau se  th e  ca se  is  before 
th e  cou rts, th ey  are not le ga lly  
a llo w e d  to  co m m en t on  c a se  
sp ec ifics . T h ey  w ould  con firm  
th e y  have had a n um b er o f co n ­
v er sa tio n s  w ith  M elan ie  regard ­
in g  th e  cu stody  o f  th e  child.

A fter th e  very  p ublic con ver­
sa t io n  T uesday, A lle n  C um ­
m in gs, m in is ter ia l a ss ista n t to 
Ed J o h n , h a s  s ta rted  lo o k in g  
in to  th e  file  and  m ad e in q u ir ie s  
to  th e  d ep u ty  an d  a s s is ta n t  
d ep u ty  m in ister s.

“ We fo llo w e d  u p  on  th a t  
r ig h t  a w ay  w ith  s e n io r  m in ­
is tr y  o f f ic ia ls ,” h e  sa y s. “S o m e­

Children and Families minister Ed John is confronted by Melanie Williamson at the Coast 
Inn of the North Tuesday afternoon. J ohn  m c k e n z ie /fr e e  p r e s s

t im e s  ju s t  o n e  c a ll from  the  
m in is te r ’s o ffic e  ca n  get th in g  
ju m p in g  p retty  q u ic k .”

J o a n n e  T u rto n  h a d  h er  
ch ild  ta k en  aw ay from  h er  by 
m in is tr y  s t a f f  a f te r  p o lic e  
found  h er  d ru n k  an d  a rg u in g  
w ith  a fr ie n d  in  a P r in c e  
R upert h o te l room .

“T h ere’s no good w ay to say  
i t ,” sa y s  M elan ie . “It w a sn ’t 
right but s h e ’s w orked hard to

m ake th in gs right ever sin ce . 
Joan ne rea lizes sh e’s m ade som e  
m istak es .”

S h e had  b een  sta y in g  at a 
T er ra ce  t r a n s it io n  h o u s e  
w h ere sh e  w as h id in g  from  th e  
b a b y ’s fa th er , w ho  h a s  
a lleg ed ly  th rea ten ed  to  h a rm  
Joan n e . T h e tra n s it io n  h o u se  
is  now  co n s id e r in g  n a m in g  a 
fu tu re  re s id e n c e  a fter  J o a n n e ’s 
n a tiv e  n a m e, b e c a u se  th e y

a d m ire  h er  s tren g th .
“S h e ’s ju st  th e  k in d  o f  c lien t  

w e lik e  to  have h e r e ,” sa y s  a 
h o u se  sp o k esp erso n .

T h e  m in is tr y  h a s  a p p lied  
for, an d  received , tw o  tem p o ­
rary  th ree-m on th  o rd ers  a llo w ­
in g  th e  fo s ter  p a ren ts  to  k eep  
th e  baby.

T h e  ch ild  w ill s tay  in  fo s ter  
care  in  T errace  u n til th e  ju d g e  
can  co n fir m  J o a n n e ’s i l ln e s s

th ro u g h  d o c to r ’s r e co rd s  and  
e v e n  th e n  th e  W illia m s o n s  
m u st c o m p le te  h o m e s tu d ie s  
a n d  c r im in a l  re co rd  c h e c k s  
b efore  th e y  ca n  be a cc ep te d  a s  
fo s te r  p a r e n ts . M o st o f  th e  
c h e c k s  h a v e  b e e n  c o m p le te d  
a lrea d y  b u t r e su lts  o f  a  c r im i­
n a l record  ch e c k  are ex p ec te d  
to  tak e a le a s t  s ix  m o n th s  to  
co m e  back.

“ It’s j u s t  a n o th e r  ta c t ic ,  
th e y  d o n ’t ca r e  h ow  lo n g  sh e  
h a s  to l iv e ,” sh e  sa y s.

M ela n ie  h a s  v is it e d  th e  baby  
in  T errace , w ith  m in is tr y  c o n ­
se n t  an d  fu n d in g . S h e  c o n s id ­
er s  th e  c o n t in u e d  in d e c is io n  
on  th e  m in is t r y ’s p art a  w a ste  
o f  t im e  an d  m oney.

W ith  fa th e r  W alter  T y le e  
n ow  in te r e s te d  in  s e c u r in g  c u s ­
tod y  for h im s e lf , M e la n ie  sa y s  
s h e ’ll  s e t t le  for  r e s tr ic te d  fo s ­
te r  p aren t s ta tu s  — a m ove th a t  
w ou ld  a llo w  b o th  b ir th  p a ren ts  
to  s e e  th e ir  d a u g h te r  h ere  
m ore regu larly , w h ile  o ffe r in g  
th e  W illia m so n ’s a c h a n c e  to  
p rove th e ir  a b ili t ie s .

R e s tr ic te d  fo s te r  p a r e n ts  
tak e care  o f  o n ly  o n e  c h ild  in  
ca r e  at a  tim e .

“I d on ’t w a n t to  b e a fo s ter  
p a r e n t , I w a n t to  a p p ly  for  
a d o p t io n ,” s h e  s a y s . “B u t I 
d o n ’t w an t to  e x c lu d e  th e  b ir th  
fa th er  e ith er , h e  h a s  r ig h t s .”

M e la n ie  a ls o  sa y s  s h e ’s p re ­
p a red  to  o p e n  h e r  h o u s e  to  
Jo a n n e  for  a s lo n g  a s  J o a n n e  
w o u ld  lik e  so  th a t  th e  g ir l can  
k n ow  h er m other.

“T h e m in is tr y  a lw a y s  sa y s  it  
w a n ts  to  do w h a t’s b est for  th e  
c h ild r en  b u t w h a t is  b e s t  for  
th is  baby? ,” sh e  sa y s. “We n eed  
to  k n ow  o n e  w ay or  th e  o th er  
w h a t is  g o in g  to  h a p p en  so  w e  
ca n  p lan  a ro u n d  it an d  b e p re­
p ared  for w h a t’s co m in g  in  th e  
e n d .”
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