
A 1 8 TH E F R E E  PR ESS  SPO RTS A P R IL  22, 2001

T h e  b e s t  —  f r o m  c o a s t  t o  c o a s t

T h e  A i r  C a n a d a  C u p  d r a w s  t e a m s  f r o m  a c r o s s  t h e  n a t i o n ,  e a c h  w i t h  t h e i r  o w n  

h i s t o r i e s  a n d  s t y l e  o f  p l a y  -  b u t  w i t h  o n e  c o m m o n  g o a l .

ea ch  n o tc h e d  o v e r  30 g oals, g iv 
ing  W ilson  s e v e ra l s t ro n g  lin e s  
a t  a n y  o n e  tim e  o n  th e  ice. 
“W e’ve so u g h t th r o u g h o u t  th e  
y e a rs  to  p u t o u t th r e e  five -m an  
u n its , e a c h  ca p ab le  a t  b o th  en d s  
of th e  ic e ,” h e  says . “ I th in k  
so m e te a m s  c a n ’t do th a t ,  th e y  
c a n ’t p u t o u t th r e e  good  f ive -m an  
lin e s  w ith o u t  a  s ig n if ic a n t d ro p 
o ff  f ro m  th e  f i r s t  to  th e  th i r d .”

T h e  N a tio n a ls  a r e n ’t  a n  e sp e 
c ia lly  la rg e  o r  p h y s ic a l  te a m . 
E v e ry  o n e  o f  th e i r  c e n tre s  com e 
in  u n d e r  s ix  fee t ta ll. B u t b ru te  
s tr e n g th  is  s a c r if ic e d  in  fav o u r 
o f  s p eed  a n d  sk ill, a  c o m b in a 
tio n  th a t ’s s e rv e d  th e  te a m  w ell 
in  th e  T o ro n to  C ity  L eag u e , b u t 
h a s n ’t b e e n  te s te d  y e t a g a in s t 
n a t io n a l c o m p e titio n .

Dartmouth Subways - 
Atlantic

T h e re ’s a  m ap  ta c k e d  to  th e  
w a ll o f  th e  h o m e  r in k  d re s s in g  
ro o m  o f  th e  D a r tm o u th  S ubw ays 
m id g e ts . I t ’s  a  m a p  o f  C an a d a , 
w ith  to u rn a m e n t  lo c a tio n s  in d i
ca te d  w ith  s tic k e rs . F i r s t  th e r e ’s 
th e  s t ic k e r  r ig h t  on  th e i r  h o m e 
p ro v in c e , r e p re s e n t in g  th e  local 
c o m p e ti t io n s , th e n  a  s t ic k e r  in  
T h u n d e r  Bay, O n ta r io , fo r  th e  
s ilv e r  m e d a l th e y  w on  in  th e  
T h u n d e r  B ay  K in g s  T o u rn e y . 
T h e re  a r e  s t ic k e r s  o n  H u ll, 
M o n c to n  a n d  D ru m m o n d v ille . 
A n d  a s  o f  A p ril 23, th e r e  w ill be 
a  s t ic k e r  a ll th e  w ay a c ro s s  th e  
m ap, r ig h t  on  P r in c e  G eo rge , BC.

“We h av e  h a d  a  th e m e  w ith  
o u r  te a m  th r o u g h o u t  th e  s e a 
s o n ,” s a y s  S u b w ay s co a c h  B rad  
C rossley . “A n d  th a t  w a s  to  go 
c o a s t to  c o a s t . So n o w  w e ’ve 
fin a lly  d o n e  i t .”

T h e  S u b w a y s  r a n  ro u g h s h o d  
o v e r th e  sev en  o th e r  te a m s  com 
p e tin g  in  th e  N ova S co tia  m id g e t 
leag u e , w ith  a  30-4-1 re c o rd  d u r 
in g  th e  s e a s o n . T h e y  a lso  
n o tc h e d  to u r n a m e n t  w in s  in  th e  
p re s e a s o n  ic e b re a k e r  a n d  M onc
to n  to u rn e y . A fte r w in n in g  th e ir  
le ag u e  p layoffs w ith  a  9-2 re c o rd  
th e y  sw e p t th e  A tla n tic  C h a m p i
o n s h ip s  in  five s tr a ig h t  g am es

P l e a s e  T u r n  t o  R o y a l s ,  P a g e  A 1 9

F i n a l l y ,  N o r t h e r n  S o l u t i o n s  

f o r  N o r t h e r n  B r i t i s h  C o l u m b i a
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“ Reform the NDP’s job-killing forest Practices Code to create a results-
and control over the delivery of based Code that eliminates needless costs while maintaining

environmental standards
Elect Paul N ettleton and the

education services in their district. 
There is hope, This e-day, elect 
Paul Nettleton and the BC Liberals.
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Beardy’s Blackhawks • 
West

D ale  G ra y s o n  k n o w s  r u r a l  
S a s k a tc h e w a n  h o c k e y  te a m s  
h av e  a  r e p u ta t io n  fo r b e in g  b ig , 
a g g re s s iv e ly  p h y s ic a l  p la y e rs .
T h e  B e a rd y ’s B la c k h a w k s  co ach  
a lso  k n o w s th a t  u n d e r e s t im a t
in g  h is  te a m ’s s k ill a n d  fin e sse  
h a s  b e e n  th e  d o w n fa ll o f te a m s  
b e fo re  a n d  m a y  be  th e  d o w n fa ll 
o f a t  le a s t  o n e  m o re  th i s  w eek 
d u r in g  th e  A ir  C a n a d a  Cup.

“ W e’ve h a d  a  r e p u ta t io n  in  
th e  p a s t a s  a  s tro n g  d efen s iv e  
te a m , b u t in  th e  p a s t tw o  y e a rs  
w e ’ve  le d  th e  S a s k a tc h e w a n  
le a g u e  in  g o a ls  a g a in s t ,” say s  
G ray so n .

T h is  w eek  d o e s n ’t  ju s t  r e p r e 
s e n t  th e  f i r s t  t im e  th e  six -year- 
o ld  te a m  h a s  c o m p e ted  in  th e  
n a t io n a l  m id g e t to u rn a m e n t  — 
fo r  m a n y  i t  w ill be th e  f i r s t  tim e  
th e y ’ve  tra v e lle d  m o re  th a n  o n e  
p ro v in c e  o v e r  to  p la y  hockey.

“A fte r  w e w on  th e  W e ste rn  
R eg io n a ls  I a s k e d  how  m a n y  o f 
th e  k id s  h a d  e v e r  b ee n  o n  a n  a i r 
p la n e  b e fo re ,” s a y s  G ra y s o n .
“O n ly  five p u t  u p  th e i r  h a n d s .”

B ea rd y 's  is  a  n a tiv e  r e s e rv a 
tio n  w ith  a  p o p u la tio n  o f  a ro u n d  
800. T h e  n e x t c lo se s t to w n  is  five 
m ile s  aw ay  a n d  th e  c lo se s t c e n 
tr e  o f  a n y  s iz e  is h a l f  a  d a y ’s 
d riv e . A s o f  th e  m id d le  o f  A p ril 
th e  te a m  h a s  h a d  to  d r iv e  
h o u r  a n d  a  h a l f  to  S ask a to o n  
fo r  e v e ry  p r a c t ic e  
b e c a u se  th e  o n ly  r in k  
in  B e a rd y ’s is  c lo se d  COUPE 
fo r  th e  s u m m e r . Yet a i n  r A M  A n  A 
th i s  re m o te  to w n  h a s  
p u t  to g e th e r  o n e  o f th e  CUP 
m o s t im p re s s iv e  r o s 
te r s  in  A A A  m id g e t h o ck e y  in  
th e  co u n try . F iv e  y e a rs  ag o  th e  
H aw k s  f in i s h e d  th e i r  s e a s o n  

w ith  tw o  w in s  a n d  44 lo sses . T h is  
s e a s o n  th e y  to o k  g o ld  in  th e  
P r in c e  A lb e r t Ice M a n ia  t o u r n a 
m e n t, c a m e  fo u r th  in  th e  C a l
g a ry  M ac’s In te rn a t io n a l  to u r 
n e y  a f te r  lo s in g  to  S w itz e r la n d  
a n d  f in is h e d  w ith  a  26-13-5 
r e c o rd  in  th e  r e g u la r  s e a so n .
T h e y  th e n  b a t tle d  th ro u g h  th e  
p layoffs w ith  a  9-2 re c o rd , sw e ep 
in g  th e  S a sk a to o n  C o n ta c ts  in

Team West, Beardy’s Blackhawks, will be the first team Prince George faces in the Cup.
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th e i r  p layo ff s e r ie s . T h is  com es 
th e  s e a so n  a f te r  th e  C o n ta c ts  d id  
th e  e x a c t s a m e  th in g  to  th e  
B la c k h a w k s , sw e e p in g  th e m  
fo u r  s t r a ig h t  fo r  th e  W e ste rn  
R eg ionals.

T h e  su ccess  o f B e a rd y ’s h a s 
n ’t g o n e  u n n o tic e d  e ith e r. F u lly  

14 o f th e  te a m ’s 19 p lay 
e rs  a r e  lis te d  by W est
e rn  H ockey  L eague 

te a m s  a n d  17 a r e  
l i s t e d  by  th e  
S a s k a t c h e w a n  
J u n io r  H ockey  

L e ag u e . B e h in d  
.3 b lu e  lin e  th e  te am  
v e ry  s tro n g , w ith  

K ra h n , th e  
S a sk a tc h e w a n  m id g e t A AA  goal- 
te n d e r  o f  th e  y e a r  b e tw e en  th e  
p ip e s . O n d e fe n c e  th e y  h av e  
J u s t i n  C ru s e , S a s k a tc h e w a n  
m id g e t le a g u e  a ll-s tar, an d  B ren t 
G ard ipy , W e ste rn  R eg ional top  
d e fe n c e m a n . T h e ir  o ffen ce  is  
s p e a rh e a d e d  by  G a ry  H o u se 
m a n , th e  W e ste rn  R eg ional top  
fo rw a rd  a n d  to p  scorer.

In  fa c t th e  o n ly  th in g  th a t  
c a tc h e s  th e  B la c k h a w k s  o ff
g u a rd  w ill l ik e ly  co m e o ff ice 
in s te a d  of on. T h e  te a m ’s f ir s t

J o n a th a n

e x p e rie n c e  w ith  th e  b r ig h t  l ig h ts  
o f  th e  m e d ia  ca m e  d u r in g  th e ir  
f i r s t  p ra c t ic e  in  S ask a to o n  la s t  
w eek w h en  te lev is io n , ra d io  a n d  
p r in t  m e d ia  d e scen d e d  o n  th e  
W este rn  ch a m p s .

“T hey  k n o w  th a t  th e  im p o r
ta n t  p a r t  is  to  p lay  th e  g am e ,” 
say s  G rayson . “ I’ve to ld  th e  p la y 
e r s  th a t a ll th is  o th e r  s tu f f  is 
w h a t h a p p e n s  w h e n  y o u  p lay  
well. I t’s b ee n  a  te r r i f ic  y e a r  a n d  
th e y ’ve got a  lo t of p r id e  in  w h a t 
th e y ’ve ac c o m p lish e d .”

B ea rd y ’s is th e  f i r s t  te a m  th e  
h o s t  C o a s t In n  o f  th e  N o r th  
C o u g a rs  w ill play. T h e  p u c k  
d ro p s  A p ril 23 a t  8 p.m .

Toronto Young Nationals - 
Central

B alance  is w hy th e  N a tio n a ls  
have  w on e v e ry  m a jo r  t o u r n a 
m e n t th e y ’ve  co m p e ted  in  th is  
s e a so n , i t ’s w hy  th e y  h a d  an  
a lm o s t p e rfec t 31-1-4 le a g u e  s e a 
so n  an d  w hy co ach  J a m e s  W il
son  is co n fid e n t th e y  w ill be a  
fo rce  to  reck o n  w ith  a t th e  A ir 
C an a d a  Cup.

T h e  N ats  k ick ed  o ff  th e  y e a r  
by w in n in g  S u d b u ry ’s B ig

N ick e l to u r n a m e n t  a n d  d id n ’t 
look  back , w in n in g  th e  T o ro n to  
S h o w c ase  an d  th e n  th e  T o ro n to  
C ity  L e a g u e ’s C a rn a t io n  Cup.

“T h e  th in g  th a t  got u s  th o se  
re s u l ts  w as  o u r  b a la n c e  a n d  o u r  
te a m  d e fe n c e ,” s a y s  W ilson . 
“ K ids th a t  ag e  so m e tim e s  fo rg e t 
th e y ’re  re s p o n s ib le  fo r b o th  e n d s  
o f th e  ice. W e’ve d o n e  e v e ry 
th in g  w e c a n  to  m a k e  th e m  
aw a re  o f  th a t re sp o n s ib ility .”

T h e  n u m b e rs  b e a r  W ilso n  
o u t. T h e  N a tio n a ls  a llow ed  o n ly  
36 go a ls  in  100 g am es  th a n k s  to  
th e  te a m ’s d e fen s iv e  e ffo r ts  a n d  
th e  g o a lte n d in g  o f  Z ack  B row n 
a n d  B re n d a n  C oates, w ho h av e  
s h a re d  e q u a l tim e  in  n e t th is  s e a 
so n  a n d  a v e ra g e  a  2.1 g o a ls  
a g a in s t  av e rag e  b e tw e en  th e m . 
B row n  is a  d ra f t  p ic k  fo r th e  
O n ta r io  H ockey L e ag u e 's  N o rth  
B ay te am  a n d  d e fen c em a n  J a m ie  
C o g h lan  is  lis ted  by th e  O H L 's 
L o n d o n  K n igh ts .

T h e  d e p th  e x te n d s  f ro m  
d e fe n c e  to  o ffe n c e  a s  w ell. 
A lth o u g h  c e n tre  B ry a n t W ilson 
is  f a r  a n d  aw ay  th e  s q u a d 's  
m a jo r  o ffensive  th r e a t  w ith  148 
p o in ts  in  77 gam es, five o u t o f 
th e  re m a in in g  10 fo rw a rd s  h av e

Paul Nettleton
Prince George Omineca
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