
TH E F R E E  PR ESS  C H O I C E S  2 0 0 1  M AY 13, 2001 C 3

C o n t in u e d  fr o m  Page C 2

Topping that list, says Ms. Bond, is 
reducing the level of red tape that small 
businesses face in B ritish  Columbia. 
“Regulation is strangling  them ,” she 
says.

Amongst the other parties, getting the 
economy moving was a top priority  — 
though there was no unanim ity on how to 
do that.

“Everyone says we have to jum p-start 
the economy, but we also think you have 
to look long-term,” says Lelanni Arris, 
who is running for the Green Party. “How 
do we do it in such a way that we’re not 
jeopardizing the future is the question. 
Increasing the annual allowable cut or 
sucking all the gas out of the Peace River 
is not necessarily going to be beneficial 
for our kids. One of our platforms is tax 
shifting, where you have higher taxes on 
things that are unhealthy for the environ
ment and lower taxes for things that are 
very beneficial for health and welfare.”

Andrej DeWolf is carrying the colours 
of the B.C. M arijuana Party into the cam
paign and says it is tim e for the provin
cial government to look at new revenue 
sources. “The B.C. M arijuana Party, obvi
ously, advocates the legalization of m ari
juana which could be a large source of 
revenue. And, while the forest industry is 
big in British Columbia, we should not 
dwell on one industry and should look at 
expanding into other areas, like hemp,” 
says Mr. DeWolf.

Unity BC hopeful Bob Zayonc bemoans 
the fact that over the past ’0 years British 
Columbia has gone from num ber one in 
economic growth to number 60 in North 
America. He says the solution is simple: 
get business back into B.C. He advocates 
logging in Tweedsmuir Park to eliminate 
the m ountain pine beetle problem, open
ing up oil and gas exploration and send
ing a positive message to investors.

But while the talk tu rns to B.C. Hydro, 
the right of teachers to strike or medical 
training, the dialogue always seems to 
re tu rn  to the kind of government the Lib
erals would provide and whether tax cuts 
would work.

“W hat we’re faced with is the fact that 
we’ve been taxed and regulated to death,” 
says Mrs. Bond. "In the last two years, the 
government has seen fit to make minus
cule cuts to personal income tax and lo 
and behold what happened? The economy 
and revenue started to grow.”

She says the curren t prem ier men
tioned tax cuts in his throne speech of 
2000 and Mrs. Bond says “tax cuts can 
work. Why does it work? Because people 
choose to make investments, but with the 
tax and regulatory burden we have right 
now people have decided they don’t want 
to invest here. I know I’m going to hear 
the tax cuts don’t work, but it’s worked in 
every province in the country.”

Mrs. Bond says the tax cuts will serve 
a dual purpose: putting money back into
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the pockets of British Columbians and at 
the same time sending a sign to the 
investment community that B.C. is open 
for business.

And suggestions that a Liberal govern
ment will sacrifice health and education 
on the altar of tax cuts raise her ire. 
“We’re going to recognize that a strong, 
thriving private sector economy is a good 
way to fund public education and health 
care.”

Mr. Whitcombe, though, rem ains 
adam ant that you can’t provide tax cuts 
and maintain spending. “She’s trying to 
say that tax cuts will somehow miracu
lously produce economic growth. Well, 
we’ve had economic growth in this 
province every year for the past 10 years 
and only two of those years did we have a 
tax cut.

“The causal relationship is backwards 
here. You know that if you go outside in 
the summertime you see a lot of people 
eating ice cream, but that doesn’t mean 
tha t’s what makes it hot. But if you do a 
correlation, you’ll find that every time 
you see people on the street eating ice 
cream it’s hot and when you don’t see peo
ple eating ice cream it’s cold. The weather

changes up and down regardless of who’s 
eating ice cream,” he says.

Pointing to Ontario, Mr. Whitcombe 
says the H arris government cut spending 
on education, froze health care spending 
and cut social program s to offer tax 
breaks. “Tax cuts amounted to $740 for 
the average family but new fees 
amounted to $768, so the tax cut actually 
cost them $28.”

The question every British Columbian 
wants to know is whether a Liberal gov
ernm ent will do what it says. Mrs. Bond, 
the clear front-runner in Prince George- 
Mount Robson, says she wants voters to 
hold her accountable. “People will say to 
me “You say that now, but you’ll just go to 
Victoria and turn  into one of them.’ And 
that’s how it’s described and I find that 
extremely sad. We’ve laid out an ambi
tious platform and we hope you will keep 
that document and use it as a checklist. 
Our task as a government and a politi
cian is to simply do what you said you 
were going to do. Holding us accountable 
is a daily task. The ultimate accountabil
ity is four years from now and if we don’t 
do what we said we were going to do, we 
should be a one-term government.”
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