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Minister, students meet

Representatives  from
UNBC's student society will
be discussing the concerns
of the student body over the
fate of the tuition fees with
the person who has the
power to recom-
mend lifting or
continuing the
six-year-long
tuition deep
freeze

Minister of
advanced educa
tion Shirley Bond
has invited 32 stu
dent representa
tives to meet with
her in person in
Vancouver today, including
the Northern Undergradu
ate Student Society’s direc
tor of student affairs
Moezine Hasham and direc
tor of external affairs,
Nedinska MacEachern

“I've been getting mixed
feedback from students,”
says Ms. MacEachern.
“Some would like to see a

Bond

rise in fees so services and
choices would be more
diverse And there are
those who have a longterm
investment in education in
Prince George and would

like to see the
tuition freeze
stay.”

MacEachern says

she and Mr.
Hasham have been
frantically gather
ing input from stu
dents since receiv
ing the invitation
to the meeting ear
lier this month
NUGSS has also
consulted with UNBC satel
lite campuses in outlying
communities, as well as
with graduate students nor
mally outside their sphere
of influence. The master’s
student association won't
be able to send a representa
tive of their own to the con
sultations.

And although the UNBC

student society isn't affili
ated with the Canadian Fed
eration of Students, Ms
MacEachern says NUGSS
has been sharing informa

tion with the local rep of

the CFS

“We agree that course
selection needs to be broad
ened and more courses pro
vided. B.C. has one of tne
lowest tuitions in Canada
but if we're talking about a
three to five per cent raise is

that sufficient to offer all of

the services students want
Will it have enough effect?,”
says Ms. MacEachern. “We
are really looking forward
to see what minister Bond
has to say We want to see
what the provincial govern
ment is doing looking for
more federal funding and
how much they value post
secondary education.”

“We want to get some
sense of what the impact
would be if we maintained
the freeze or if we lifted it,”
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says Ms. Bond. “We want to
get a sense of how students
feel about the tuition
freeze.”

Ms. Bond says that the
ministry is, in particular,
looking for details about
student experiences with
wait lists and access to
desired courses.

The  ministry will
gather input from students
today and administrators
and faculty starting
November 15. Consulta
tions will continue, says
Ms. Bond,
the month. She says that a
report on the tuition freeze
will be ready in time for the
Liberals’ February budget
deadline

In addition to the face
to-face meetings, individ
ual students and other
stakeholders can give input
through a survey on the
government’s web site,
www.aved.gov.bc.ca/tuitio
nconsultation.
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PWB THUMBS UP

GOOD NEWS STORY
OF THE WEEK

THUMBS UP to the Poppy Campaign.

The Royal Canadian Legion officially starts their
annual Remembrance Day campaign November 1

The Thumbs Up
Good News Story
of the Week is
sponsored by
Pacific Western
Brewing Company

The Biggest Little Brewery
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