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Solemn/ Solidarity

R C M P  in v estig a tio n  in to  fatal 
sn o w m o b ile  c rash  c o u ld  take  m o n th s

By DOUG BROWN

Free Press staff writer
P rin c e  G eorge h e a lth  

w orkers a re  w o rried  th a t 
com m uting  to V anderhoof 
o r  fu r th e r  m ay becom e the  
n o rm  if the  L iberal gov­
e rn m e n t tak es th e  white- 
out to the  co n trac ts  they 
leg isla ted  th is  p a st su m ­
mer.

B irth e  C iscesk i, local 
spokesperson  for th e  B.C. 
N u rs e s  U nion, says th e  
u n io n  is w orried  th a t in 
seeking  "flex ib ility” from  
a lre a d y -leg isla te d  co n ­
tra c ts , th e  L iberal govern­
m ent w ill w ant to im pose a 
c la u se  th a t w ould allow  
n u rse s  to be shuffled from  
one ho sp ita l to  an o th e r in 
th e  h ealth  region d epend­
ing  on s taffin g  re q u ire ­
m ents.

“T hey tried  to get th a t 
in  th e  c o n tra c t th e  last 
tim e  an d  we d id n ’t allow 
it," says Ms. C isceski. In 
th e  N o rth e rn  In te rio r  
H ealth  R egion, w hich  
stre tc h es  n o rth  from  PG to 
M ackenzie, the  d is tan ces  
a n d  tim e s  w ould be too 
m uch for nurses. "After a 
long d a y ’s w ork  i t ’s not 
safe for th e  n u rs e  and not 
safe for th e  p a tie n t.”

T he u n io n  is a lso  w or­
ried  changes to  co n trac ts  
could  in clu d e  rem o v in g  
em ploym ent secu rity  p ro ­
v is io n s  th a t re q u ire  th e  
em ployer to  e ith e r  find a 
laid-off n u rse  a new  posi­
tio n  o r provide a payout. 
A nd, says Ms. C isceski, 
n u rse s  are  w o rried  th e  24 
p e r cent over th re e  years 
sa la ry  increase legislated  
to them  w ith  the  la st con­
tra c t will be rolled-back.

The loss of those  p ro v i­
sions, com bined w ith  th e  
fear th a t th e  second and 
th ir d  y e a r of n u rs e s ’ 
sa la ry  increases w on’t be 
funded  by th e  governm ent 
w ill im p act e ffo rts  to  
re c ru it  n u rses  to  B.C., says

Ms. C isceski. C alls for 
n u rs e s  o u tsid e  th e  
p ro v in ce  in te re s te d  in  
com ing to B.C. increased 
a f te r  th e  s u m m e r settle­
m en t, she adds, but she 
expects those calls to  dry 
up if th e  c o n tra c t’s future  
is in  doubt.

“If the governm ent fol­
lows th ro u g h  on its  th re a t 
to gut o u r contracts, it will 
ro ll back the p rogress th a t 
h as been m ade th is  year to 
m ake th is  province m ore 
com petitive in th e  in te rn a ­
tio n a l struggle to keep and 
a ttra c t  en o u g h  n u rse s  
needed by p a tien ts,” says 
BCNU p re s id en t D ebra 
M acPherson.

P rince George Regional 
H ospital is c u rre n tly  
understaffed  by about 40 
fu ll-tim e n u rs e s  and 
n u m ero u s casual nurses, 
says Ms. Cisceski.

M em bers of th e  Health 
S ciences A ssociation  are  
also  w orried  about th e ir 
ow n c o n tra c t, leg islated  
in to  existence a t the  sam e 
tim e  as the n u rses.

Local spokesperson for 
th e  HSA F red  M cLeod says 
th e  L ib e ra ls ’ re fu sa l to 
q u e ll ru m o rs  th a t a legis­
la ted  c o n tra c t th e  HSA 
w as already u n happy  w ith 
could  be re-opened  and 
m ade even less palatable  
fo r th e  u n io n  h as  m ade 
m em bers uneasy.

“ W e’re  c o n c e rn e d  
ab o u t th e  o p ening-up  of 
a n y  c o n tra c ts . T h e  idea of 
a  c o n tra c t is  i t ’s a b in d in g  
a g re e m e n t for a p erio d  of 
tim e ,” he says. T h e  HSA, 
he adds, h as re q u e ste d  a 
m e e tin g  w ith  H ealth  S e r­
v ic e s  M in is te r  C olin  
H a n se n  to  d is c u s s  th e  
p o s s ib il i ty  o f c o n tra c ts  
b e in g  re -w rit te n . “T h is  
w ould  co m p le tely  d is re ­
g a rd  th e  s a n c tity  of any 
c o n tra c t...B u t i t ’s im p o r­
ta n t  to  re m e m b e r  th ey  
h a v e n ’t d one  a n y th in g  
y e t.”

A snow m obile  accident 
th a t c laim ed th e  life of a 
P rin ce  G eorge m an  could 
also m ean ch arg es a g ain st 
th e  driver.

F o r t y - t w o - y e a r - o l d  
D w ight G eorge W ebster 
w as th e  p a ss e n g er on a 
snow m obile th a t collided 
w ith  a rocky  p o rtio n  of 
th e  s h o re lin e  of T ab o r 
L ake in h eav y  fog la s t 
Sunday. He d ied  a t th e  
scene. T he d riv e r — w ho’s 
nam e h a s  n o t been

released  — was tak en  to 
PGRH w ith  u n d isclo sed  
in ju ries .

P rin ce  G eorge RCMP 
a re  s ay in g  th a t a lco h o l 
an d  lack of a helm et w ere 
c o n tr ib u tin g  fa c to rs  in 
th e  d e a th . Police 
sp o k esp e rso n  C o n stab le  
M ike H erchuk  says u n d er 
th e  c r im in a l code the  
o p e ra tio n  of a snow m o­
bile  w hile in toxicated c a r­
ries ju s t  as s tiff  a p enalty  
as o p era tin g  an  au to m o ­

bile.
“They a re  ju s t as liable 

for any charges as if they 
were b ehind  th e  wheel of a 
c ar o r tru c k ,” he says.

H elm et-w earing, how ­
ever, is not req u ired  by law 
for snow m obilers.

C harges, if any, w on’t be 
made u n til a  full accident 
investigation is com plete, 
in c lu d in g  a m ech an ica l 
inspection of the snow m o­
bile, in terv iew s w ith  the 
driver and any w itnesses.

and checks to verify blood 
alcohol levels a t th e  tim e.

Cst. H erchuk  says a full 
acc id e n t p ro file  w ill be 
done as well, ju s t as in  an  
au to m o b ile  fatality. A lto­
g eth er it could take an y ­
w here from  a m onth  to two 
m o n th s  to co m p lete  th e  
investigation.

Possible ch arg es could 
in clu d e  c rim in a l n e g li­
gence cau sin g  d e a th  and 
d a n g ero u s  d riv in g , he 
adds.

M artina V elentin i lights a candle in rem em brance of the 14 w om en gunned down at L 'eco le Po lytech- 
nique M ontreal in 1989, at a vigil hosted by the Native Friendsh ip  C entre  Thursday.
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