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Changing 
the rules

NOT A STATESMAN ?
l a s t  Tim e  i lo o k e d  i was 

prom  "TtxAS, b ig g e s t  st a t e
IN AMERICA, AMP LAST TlME 
I LOOKED / WA* A MAN.

IF THAT DOESN’T MAKE 
ME A STATESMAN,
nothing DOES- 
60 YELL AT THEM
SOME MORE, PAUL

m

W hile Prince George city council and the community wrestle with the smoking in public places issue it may be instructive to watch as other communities debate the same issue. The complex issue has divided our council and community with those promoting public health on one hand, and on the other, a group of entrepreneurs who have renovated their establishments to accomodate smokers and non-smokers alike.The city’s situation is not unlike one unfolding in New York. Municipal officials there have recently imposed a bylaw limiting smoking in public places while at the same time allowing smoking to continue in some select venues.But this past week the state legislature passed a bill that will end smoking in establishments heretofore unaffected by smoking bans such as bars, pool halls, betting parlors, bowling alleys, some restaurants and even company cars. The good news for smokers in New York State is that they can still smoke at home, in their own cars, at First Nations casinos and in existing cigar bars.It has been called some of the most strict legislation of its kind in America and its proponents claim it will improve the health of thousands of employees - but at what cost to private business owners who, like in prince George had been building specialy ventilated rooms?The broad goal of improved health for workers and the general public is at the core of the legislation in our own city and is a good idea whose time has likely come thanks to shifting public opinion.Of course the big catch here in Prince George is the many bar owners who have spent tens of thousands of dollars to try and comply with one government’s set of rules which are about to be changed, as in New York, mid-game by another level of government.If these business men feel betrayed, they’re entitled.Having built businesses based, in part, on a smoking clientele they are now in danger of having the rug swept out from underneath them. They could be the victims of a system that would prohibit adults from choosing to smoke or be subjected to second-hand smoke in a private establishment.From what we know of efforts by owners to provide properly ventilated smoking rooms, it seems to be a reasonable approach and is certainly a welcome addition for their patrons who smoke or would share a beverage with a smoker.What would be completely unreasonable would be to ignore these good faith gestures and shut them down without full compensation.
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Post-Maui poll cheers Liberals, offers challenge, s a y s  P a u l W illco ck s.

The Liberals bounce back
V IC T O R IA  -  The Liberals -  at 

least the ones from urban ridings -  
should be grinn ing at the latest poll 
results.

But M LA s from the In terior and 
N orth should be feeling a little  
queasy

The polls were  
eagerly awaited as the  
first look at how Prem ier 
Gordon Cam pbell’s 
drunk d riving arrest and 
other developments had 
affected his party's  
prospects.

And the answer, as the 
Liberals hoped, is not 
much. L ib era l support 
climbed back to the lev
els of December, before 
Campbell’s vacation. _______

Across B.C., 44 per 
cent o f decided voters said they 
would back the Liberals today, up 
from 41 per cent in the days after 
the arrest. The N D P  lost four 
points, dropping to 30-per-cent sup
port.

Cam pbell’s personal approval 
rating climbed from 38-per-cent to 
42 per cent.

It  wasn’t all good news, as we’ll 
see.

But it still should give consider
able cheer to the Liberals. British  
Columbians looked at Campbell’s 
arrest and his apology, weighed its 
significance and decided that it 
didn’t really affect their views of 
him  as a politician.

T h e  Liberals w il l  also be 
cheered because despite lots of 
criticism  over health care and edu 
cation, their base remains solid. If  
an election were held today, the Lib  
erals' curren t level of support

P a u l
W illc o ck s

would ensure another big victory
Voters may not approve of all 

the Liberals’ actions. But that’s not 
the test political parties have to 
face in an election. They sim ply  
have to be the best available choice, 

and so far the Liberals  
rem ain the first choice 
fo r enough voters to 
guarantee a large m ajor
ity  in th e ir second term . 
On balance, voters prefer 
th e ir  policies, level of 
competence and leader 
ship to any other avail
able choice.
Now to the bad news for 
the Liberals, in fo rm a
tion that comes as no sur
prise.
The Liberals are in  fine 
shape to form  a govern

ment. But th e ir ab ility  to claim  to 
be a tru ly  provincial party is at 
risk. The overall approval numbers 
hide a big split between the Lower 
M ain land , and the rest o f the 
province.

The Liberals have the support 
of more than h a lf the voters in 
Vancouver and the Low er M a in 
land, w ith  the N D P a distant sec
ond at 25 per cent.

A nd that would give them  
enough seats to form  a govern
ment.

But on Vancouver Island, the 
ND P has the support o f 33 per cent 
of decided voters, edging the L ib  
erals' 32 per cent and the Greens’ 
27 per cent. A nd in the In te rio r and 
N o rth  the Liberals have 37-per
cent support, the ND P has 34 per 
cent and Greens have 19 per cent. I f  
an election were held today -  and if  
an ti-L ib era l voters could avoid

splitting th e ir votes -  some 34 L ib 
eral M LA s would be in big trouble.

I t ’s not surprising. The N ew  
E ra has not been k ind  to the rest of 
B.C. and the Liberals have been 
largely unresponsive to ru ra l con
cerns.

A lm ost h a lf the people w ho  
supported the L ibera ls  in  the  
m onths afte r the election had  
changed th e ir minds.

T h e  L iberals  are  try in g  to 
change that, w ith  a “H eartland  
strategy” aim ed at encouraging  
encourage economic grow th and  
w inn ing  back lost support.

T h e  f o r e s t  r e f o r m  p l a n  e x p e c t e d  
t h i s  w e e k  w i l l  b e  a  s i g n i f i c a n t  f i r s t  

s t e p .
But the Liberals have a blue

p rin t for a bolder plan, i f  they care 
to act. T h e  p re m ie r ’s Progress 
Board has also called for better 
transportation and m ore spending 
on tourism  m arketing. And it  has 
proposed the governm ent in tro 
duce a “resource d ividend,” taking  
a percentage of the $2.9 b illio n  in  
resource revenue and using it  to 
pay fo r in frastructure, research  
and economic development in the 
rest of B.C.

T h e  L iberals  have a good 
chance of regaining the lost sup
port, i f  they’re prepared to act. 
Both the N D P  and G reens are  
likely benefiting m ore from  voters’ 
disappointment w ith  the Liberals, 
not w ild  enthusiasm for th e ir  own 
policies or leadership. Tha t has to 
be considered soft support.

T h e  po ll o ffe red  good new s  
fo r the  L ib e ra ls , and a c lea r def
in it io n  o f an im p o rta n t c h a l
lenge. N ot bad fo r a m id  te rm  
g overnm ent.
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