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Leppard has a long run

Some rockers say video
killed the radio star Gui-
tarist Phil Collen says video
helped boost rock'n'roll
band Def Leppard into
superstar status

“It (MTV) certainly
helped. We embraced the
whole video concept in the
early 1980s,” said Collen, on
a break from Def Leppard’s
10-month long road trip as
the band stopped in Saska-
toon ‘In the long run
though, it (videos) did hurt
us I guess because it took
away that mystique. They
became very candy-coated
and did nothing to display
our passion for the music.”

Def Leppard has been
making music since the late
1970s, originally founded by
Joe Elliot on vocals, Pete
Willis, guitar, Rick Savage,
bass and Steve Clark, guitar.
They started as a bar band,
becoming immensely popu-
lar in their hometown,
Sheffield, England. The
foursome were known for
the hard-hitting, heavy
metal sound inspired by
groups such as Mott the
Hoople, T-Rex, Queen and
Led Zepplin.

It was Pyromania which
first spurred the group’s
success in 1983. Collen
joined the group just before
the release of the band’'s
biggest hit, replacing Willis,
who was battling alco-
holism.

More trouble came when
drummer Rick Savage was
involved in a car accident
and lost his arm. Fitted out
with a special drum kit to
accommodate the injury,
the band regrouped once
again, this time issuing the
wildly successful Hysteria
early in 1987. The album
produced six straight top 20
hits for the group including
Hysteria, Pour Some Sugar
on Me, Love Bites, Armaged-
don It and Rocket.

With a treasure chest
full of hits to rest on, Collen
said it’s still important to
the band to tour and to
make new music. He says
the Prince George show at
the Multiplex on Saturday
is sure to bring the best of
Def Leppard's past, with a
two-hour show starting off
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It will be more than a blast from the past

as Def Leppard brings its old and

new music to the Prince George Multiplex. suswrreo Proto

with five consecutive top
numbers, as well as a good
dose of the group’s new
work.

“We're still very much
based on substance,” said
Collen. “And [ guess as long
as people are still listening,
and still buying the music,
well that's really cool.”

For veteran fans, there’s
still the patented Def Lep-
pard metal sound, but
Collen says you'll find some
added riffs, some sounds
more familiar in today’s
music than in the 70s and
80s.

“For instance, we'll take
some hip-hop,” said Collen,
“and then we'll turn it
around and make it work
for us, not just for the sake
of adding it though, but
because as musicians, we

are also trying to make it as
relevant as possible.”

The current challenge,
says Collen, is getting Def
Leppard’s music played on
the radio or MTYV, today. Too
much of the music busi-
ness is run by what Collen
calls “a corporate entity”
with too many decisions
regarding airplay made in
corporate offices rather
than by DdJs.

The playing the road bit
is the easy part, he says,
and really the way the
group stays in touch with
old and new fans.

“The playing live part,
well that’s pretty physical,”
he says. “It's really pretty
much a no-brainer. You lit-
erally have fun and it’s just
a trip playing with this
group. That's the easy
part.”

Video Editing Plus...

Specializing in:

Video conversions PAL-NTSC,
Video Editing, Old Photos, Slides,

8mm film restored on:
VHS, CD or DVD.
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Well, Scottie Knows -
In 1807 Simon Fraser built a tiny outpost (at the

present CN station location) and named it Fort
George after King George I11.
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che UNBC Orientation Committee wishes
to thank the following organizations
and individuals for their support of

STUDENT SUCCESS WEEK
AND ORIENTATION 2003

Pepsi Bottling Group
PG Railway & Forestry Museum

Aberdeen Golf Course
Angele Smith

Barkerville Heritage Town Rabert Tait

BC Hydro Roger Wheate

Books and Company Roger's Video

The Bodyshop Rains Board Shop
Chartwells Food Services Shadows & Lightv

Coast Mountain Sports W.D. West Studios
Cooperative Education Shaw Cable

Daddy-O's Restanrant Spee-Dee Printers
Flowers, Flowers, Flowers Sproce Hockey Chub
Grayline Charter Services * “Staples Business Depot

Harley Davidson of PG Litd.

Honda North

KFC

Koops Bikes

Matt Stewart

McDonalds Restaurants

Monkey Forest

Northern Undergraduate
Student Society (NUGSS)

Overwaitee Food Group

\ Panago Pizza

Student Care Networks
Suzuran Japanese Restaurant
Theatre Northwest

Tim Horton's

Trend Setters

UNBC Bookstore

UNBC Greenhouse Staff
UNBC Facilities
Uniglobe Travel
Wal-Mart

Women Zone Fitness
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How can you live YOUR dream...
if you haven't bought a ticket?

CHANCES THAN EVER 90 WIN! Only 6,999 tickets sold!
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Purchase your tickets at the following locations:
Our Travel Depot
Spruce Kings Office
Pine Centre Customer Service
2345 McTavish, Aberdeen Glen

All 3 locations of Prince George Savings
All 3 locations of Chieftain Auto Parts
All 3 locations of Evergreen Pharmacy
Northern Hardware and Fumiture

Rolling Mix Concrete (Showhome)
Eric's W f Letsure All West Glass
Hubbell ner Goldsmiths Eco Pure Botged Water
Frameworks Gallery
vs, OVER $300,000 IN Only
" "% TOTAL PRIZES! 90

Showhome Hours
Mon - Thu ® 12-6pm
Fri 12-8pm
Sat, Sun 11am - 6pm

PRINCE GEORGE SPRUCE

Clarification

Margaret Vardy was incorrectly identified in a story
in the Sunday, September 7 paper entitled ‘No where to
turn’. The Free Press apologizes for any inconvenience.

German Language Video Rental:
Deutsche Heimat, Musik and Spielfilme

Liownse 662250

Phone: 962-2181

For catalog and pricelist

Email: hogwild @attcanada.ca
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for Heart "

Families walking with heart

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 21st
PRINCE GEORGE

Fort George Park - by the museum
2:00 pm 3km
250-562-8611

HEART
AND STROKE
FOUNDATION OF
B.C. & YUKON

P G ﬂr Finding answers. For life. |
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