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W E D N E S D A Y   ♦ ----------------------------------

Ted Danson stars as a crusty  New  York doctor 
stuck in  a sm all c lin ic  in the s ixth-year sitcom  
“Becker,” a ir in g  Wednesdays on CBS. (07 K IR O )
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witnesses perjured themselves and evidence 
was suppressed. Not surprisingly, Cross 
(Currie Graham, “ER”) was absolved of all 
blame.

The film , co-produced w ith the Aboriginal 
People’s Television Network, tells the story 
from the native point of view. It focuses on the 
anger of Harper’s half-brother (Eric Schweig) 
and the compassion of his father (Gordon 
Tootoosis).

They present an interesting microcosm of 
the clash between white and native concepts 
of justice: The young man, an urban native, 
wants retribution and the old man, on the 
reserve, wants healing. Harper is played in 
flashback by Adam Beach ("Windtalkers”).

“We wanted to make a film  about the 
native side of it,” Bailey says. “The easy way 
was to make a film  about the police and what 
happened to Cross and what happened to 
Dowson. But that wasn’t the story we wanted 
to tell. We wanted to tell how it affected the 
Harper family.”

Police harassment is a fact of life for 
native people who live in Prairie cities, where 
they form a large and visible underclass. And 
the type of thing that happened to Harper is 
still going on - as can be seen with the current 
investigation of the Saskatoon police 
department.

"What the J.J. Harper story did was it 
forced the issue,” Bailey says. “People are 
aware, but people put their heads in the sand 
... . Natives know what’s going on. Natives

know that they can’t walk down the street 
without some cop hassling them.

“But you’re not going to get change from 
people unless you force it. and that’s what the 
J.J. Harper issue did.”

The inquiries into Harper’s killing finally  
revealed the cover-up, and it uncovered an 
institutional racism in the Winnipeg police 
force.

When his role in the cover-up was 
revealed, Dowson committed suicide. Cross 
eventually quit the police department and 
died an alcoholic in the late 1990s. The police 
chief was forced to resign.

Since those traumas, the Winnipeg force 
has tried to rehabilitate its image and 
improve relations with the native community. 
As a result, the very organization that is 
skewered in “Cowboys and Indians” helped 
Bailey make her film . They supplied 
uniforms and a police car from their museum, 
and even offered to let Bailey shoot at police 
headquarters.

“They’re trying to do better,” Bailey says. 
“And they also feel that happened a long time 
ago, that they have changed, and that things 
are getting better w ithin the police force. I 
would say they believe it wouldn’t happen 
again.”

After living w ith the J.J. Harper story, 
Bailey doesn’t share that optimism.

“No, I don’t believe it wouldn’t happen 
again,” she says. “Look at what’s happening 
in Saskatchewan, with the inquiry about the 
death of the kids who got dropped off by cop 
cars on the edge of town. That was last winter.

“To say everything’s fine would be 
ludicrous."
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The Id en tity  o f  th e  fe a tu re d  c e le b rity  Is  found w ith in  the  a n sw ers  In  . / f t 1 
puzzle . In  o rder to  ta k e  th e  TV C h a llen g e , un scram b le  th e  le t te rs  n o te d  
w ith  a s te ris k s  w ith in  th e  puzzle.

ACROSS

1. Role on "My Wife 
and Kids" (2|

10. Actor Ken 
1 1. Lake__
12. Word in the title of 

Dana Delany's 2002-03 
series

13. Biblical verb ending
14. University degrees
16. "Jo an    "
18. "Harper Valley "

(1981-82)
20. "W hat Love__

1996 TV movie
21. J a so n  of

"Dawson's Creek"
22. Reading & others: abbr.
23. Suffix for forfeit or 

sculpt
2 4 . Charles" (1997- 

2003)
25. "Larry K ing "
27. "M an    Thousand

Faces"; '5 7  Cagney 
film

28. "Maude" spinoff (2)
32. Like, M aynard G.

Krebs-style
33. Title for Cagney 

or Lacey: abbr.
3 4 . Service" (1992-94)
37. Prop for 39 Down
39. "All in the Family" role
40. Role on "ER" (2)

DOWN

1. Marion, to Joanie
2. Suffix for infant or text
3. Heston's 1961 film role
4. Initials for Ozzie's wife
5. Virgil's aunt on "In the

Heat of the Night"
6. "The Wizard of Oz" 

actor
7. Hu's monogram
8. Malik and others
9. *   the Pack";

1964 hit for The 
Shangri-Las

1 3. CD followers
15. "H igh  Search and

Rescue"; 1995 series
16. Crew member
17. Adjutant: abbr.
1 8. Word in the title of Tom 

Arnold's sports show
19. "   of Firestone"

(1949-63)
21. Eur. nation
24. Neg.'s opposite
26. Lawn tool
29. In a lazy way
30. Request for a

bowl of milk
31. Consumed, 

Clampett-style
34. Jessica Lange's age
35. Role on "The Waltons"
36. Word with cent or 

chance
38. Insigne for Kevin James' 

co-star
39. Yo-Yo, for one
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The TV Data provided in this What's On issue is as up-to-date & accurate as possible, and does not reflect any changes or rescheduling done by the Networks.


