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All aboard the
Santa train

The Santa train keeps a
rollin’.

Now in its seventh year,
the Via Rail Santa Train is
still going strong out
through the snow to pick
up Santa and bring him
back to Prince George.

Hilary Leighton the
brains behind the trains
describes the family expe-
rience as ‘““quite wonder-
ful.”

Depending on clear
ance, the 20-minute train
ride heads either west
towards Miworth or east
towards Upper Fraser,
when - by happy chance of
fate - the train encounters
St. Nicholas at a railway
crossing.

“The kids all look out
the window and there's
Santa - at a crossing - and
he's waving,” Leighton
said. “He gets on the train
and he’s got candy canes.
The kids go nuts.”

Back in the decorated
dome car the Salvation
Army has treats, caroling
and twanging guitars.

Everybody involved
Via employees, the car
cleaners, Salvation Army
personnel - donates their
time. And Leighton says
that is part of the reason
the event works so well.

“It's a beautiful event
because nobody does too
much and nobody gets

burnt out by it.”

On Friday and Sunday
nights, the passenger
trains from Jasper and
Prince Rupert sit
overnight at the station.

“Because they're pas-
senger trains,” Leighton
said, “we have to make
sure that if they get way-
laid on their way to us, we
still have time to get them
cleaned up and get them
going.”

The trains are cleaned
and decorated and leave to
find Santa at 7:45 p.m., 8:45
pm. and 9:45 p.m. This
year however, the trains
will be leaving the station
at a much earlier date. Due
to scheduling difficulties,
the trains will depart Fri-
day November 28 and Sun
day November 30, several
weeks earlier than in
years past

Tickets for the popular
event go on sale at 11 a.m.
Sunday at Hewlett's Excel
Tire on Central and
Leighton predicts the line-
up will around the block.
There is a limit of six tick-
ets per person. Tickets
cost $5 and are limited to
75 per departure. The
event helps raise between
$3,000 and $4,000 for the
Salvation Army.

“Usually we sell out in
20 to 30 minutes,”
Leighton said.
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If quality is important to you,
Gurney House of Vision can offer you
quality eyeware from Germany, Austria,
Italy, France & Denmark.
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1151 Commercial Cres
Prince George, BC (Esther's Inn)
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Total Hair Care

For Superior quality & performance visit us today.

680 Victoria St. 564-5089
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Calling all Cooks!

ENTER TO WIN
Dinner for 2 3

The Prince George Free
Press invites you to
submit your favourite Christmas
recipe and have your chance at

winning dinner for 2 at Ric’s Grill.

Selected entries will be published in
The Prince George Frfg_’_,__.

Seasonings Recipe

email or drop off
your recipe no later

Nov. 17th, 2003.
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Att. ‘Recipe Contest’
1773 Lyon St. Prince George,
BC V2N 1T3
Fax: 562-0025
Email:
adsales@pgfreepress.com

- GOOD FOR
NOTHING

FRIDGE IS

GOOD FOR $30

Get rid of your inefficient second fridge as it could be costing
you up to $100 a year to operate. Let us dispose of it for you
in an environmentally friendly manner — and we'll give you $30

For free pickup call 1 866 516-HELP (4357) and have your
BC Hydro customer account number ready

BChydro
WWWER SMRART

www.bchydro.com

Maximum two fridges per customer account. Fridges must
be in working condition and between 10 and 24 cubic feet
BC Hydro customers only.
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