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A l l  a b o a r d  t h e  

S a n t a  t r a i n
T h e  Santa tra in  keeps a 

r o l lin ’.
N ow  in  its seventh year, 

the V ia  R a il Santa T ra in  is 
s t il l  going strong -  out 
th rough  the snow to p ick  
up Santa and b rin g  h im  
back to Prince  George.

H ila ry  Le igh ton  -  the  
b ra in s  beh ind the tra in s  -  
describes th e  fa m ily  expe
rience  as "q u ite  w onder
fu l.”

D e p en d in g  on c le a r
ance, the 20-m inute tra in  
r id e  heads e ith e r  west 
towards M iw o rth  or east 
tow ard s  U p p er Fraser, 
w hen -  by happy chance of 
fate -  the tra in  encounters  
St. N icholas at a ra ilw ay  
crossing.

“T h e  k ids a ll look out 
th e  w in d o w  and th e re ’s 
Santa -  a t a crossing -  and  
h e ’s w a v in g ,” L e igh ton  
said. “He gets on the tra in  
and  h e ’s got candy canes. 
T h e  kids go nu ts .”

Back in  the decorated 
dom e car the S a lvation  
A rm y  has treats, caroling  
and  tw an g in g  guitars.

E v eryb o d y involved -  
V ia  em ployees, the  car  
cleaners, S a lvation  A rm y  
personnel -  donates th e ir  
tim e. A n d Leighton says 
th a t is part o f the reason 
the event w orks so w ell.

“ I t ’s a b ea u tifu l event 
because nobody does too 
m uch and nobody gets

b u rn t out by i t .”
O n F rid a y  and Sunday 

nights, th e  passenger 
tra in s  fro m  Jasper and  
P rin c e  R u p ert s it 
o vern igh t at the  station.

“Because th e y ’re pas
senger t ra in s ,” Leigh ton  
said, “w e have to m ake  
sure that i f  they  get w ay
la id  on th e ir  w ay to us, we 
s till have tim e  to get them  
cleaned up and get them  
going.”

The tra in s  are cleaned 
and decorated and leave to 
find  Santa at 7:45 p.m., 8:45 
p.m . and  9:45 p.m . T h is  
year however, the tra in s  
w il l  be leaving  the station  
at a m uch e a rlie r date. Due  
to scheduling difficu lties, 
the tra in s  w ill  depart F r i 
day N ovem ber 28 and Sun
day N ovem ber 30, several 
w eeks e a r lie r  th an  in  
years past.

T ickets  fo r the popular 
event go on sale at 11 a.m . 
Sunday at H e w le tt’s Excel 
T ire  on C e n tra l and  
Leighton predicts the l in e 
up w ill  around the block. 
T h e re  is a l im it  o f six t ic k 
ets p er person. T ickets  
cost $5 and  are  lim ite d  to 
75 p er d ep artu re . T h e  
event helps raise between  
$3,000 and $4,000 fo r the  
Salvation  Arm y.

“U sually  we sell out in  
20 to 30 m in u te s ,” 
Leighton said.

C a l l i n g  a l l  C o o k s !
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The bitterness of poor 
quality remains long 
after the sweetness of 
low price is forgotten.
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If quality is important to you,
Gurney House of Vision can offer you 
quality eyeware from Germany, Austria, 
Italy, France & Denmark.

For Superior quality & performance visit us today.

1680 V ic to r ia  St. 5 6 4 -5 0 8 9
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Maximum two fridges per customer account Fridges must 
be in working condition and between 10 and 24 cubic feet 
BC Hydro customers only.

Get rid of your ineffic ien t second fridge as it could be costing 

you up to $100 a year to operate. Let us dispose of it fo r you 

in an environm enta lly friend ly manner —  and w e'll give you $30.

For free pickup call 1 866 516-HELP (4357) and have your 

BC Hydro customer account number ready.

BChydro
PSSWER 5 M R R T
www.bchydro.com

Judy Lisle
invites h er frien d s &  clients  

to h e r new  location.

LORDS N LADIES 
HAIR DESIGN
IISI Commercial Cres Prince George, BC (Esther’s Inn)

562-7722
__________t o t a l  H a i r  (  a re __________
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