8 THECONFLUENCE

LITERATURE WAR

High fog enveloped the upper floors of many
of Manhattan’s skyscrapers -- including the Empire
State Building, the tallest structure in the world -- in
the dying late afternoon of one day in early March.
It was still cold enough that people on sidewalks
pulled their overcoats tight as they made their way
from offices to stores, restaurants, bus stops and
stairwells to the subway.
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